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Desert Thunder

is a unique

Destination Management Company

Specializing in high quality customised adventure

and inspirational tours of Oman

www.desertthunderoman.com

From the Chairman
 
It is our pleasure to introduce you to the Sultanate of Oman and to the world 
of Desert Thunder Adventures, where we offer tailor made itineraries based 
entirely on your choice of adventure.

Established in 2006, and based in Muscat, we offer a full range of activities 
along with innovative tours and excursions, exclusively for small groups or 
individuals.  We have new 4x4 vehicles to transport you overland, and boats to 
transport you over water, so the only decision is which you choose, and when!  
Our highly trained staff will offer you the best of service at all times, and an 
insight into the unique Omani way of life.

For adventure seekers and outdoor enthusiasts, Oman is the regional 
destination of choice. The Sultanate’s natural landscape is excellent for 
trekking, exploring dry riverbeds, desert safaris, diving and watching exotic 
bird and animal life.

The following pages in this brochure list a range of adventures for you to 
include in your visit to Oman - from wadis to forts, deserts to mountains, 
museums and cities, as well as the many sea adventures.  Half day, full day and 
overnight adventures, the choice is yours.  You tell us what you would like to 
do, and we’ll organise the itinerary for you.

Thank you for choosing Desert Thunder Adventures to guide you through 
this spectacular country.  Our objective is to provide you with the holiday of 
a lifetime.

Sheikh Salim Hamood Al Hashmi
Chairman

“Ahlan Wasahlan”

Ahlan wasahlan is the 
Arabic welcome greeting. 

Desert Thunder extends 
a warm and sincere 
welcome to all our 

friends from overseas.



The Sultanate of Oman is 
a country with a wealth of 
natural attractions, fascinating 
culture, stunning landscapes 
and warm hospitable people.  
Combined, these create an 
authentic Arabian experience 
unique to Oman which make 
it  the perfect location for a 
holiday with a difference.

Home to a wide range of five-
star hotels in traditional and 
modern Omani styles, Oman 
is the perfect destination for 
leisure, business, and incentive 
travel.  

It is a politically stable country 
with good international 
relations with other countries, 
and is a safe, clean and 
welcoming destination.

Oman is the second largest 
country in the region, and 
it’s greatest attraction is the 
contrasting diverse landscape 
including dramatic mountains, 
virgin sandy beaches, 
magnificent desert expanses, 
and crystal clear waters.

The range of activities 
available from Desert Thunder 
Adventures is equally as varied, 
from diving in the Indian Ocean 
to sailing along the coastline, 
bird watching to wadi bashing.  
Boat trips to see dolphins, close 
encounters with nesting turtles 
or browsing the souks for 
frankincense, make your stay in 
Oman unique.

Oman’s rich cultural and 
archaeological heritage 
reflects hundreds of years of 
international trade and foreign 
influences, evidence of which 
is spread all over the country 
- home to more than 500 forts 
and towers  and three UNESCO 
heritage sights. 

About Oman

Bandar Jissa

Ancient Village

Beehive tombs

Al Sharqiya Sands

Nakhl Fort

Date harvesting

Omani girl Oman Dhow at Sur

Photograph© Alison Johnston
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Falaj at Wadi Abiyad
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Any elements of the following suggested itineraries can be selected and combined together 

for a customized tour of your choosing. Just let us know what you would like to do 

and we’ll organize the tour for you.

Lunch is included on all full day tours    •   All tours depart from your Hotel or Residence

LET YOUR ADVENTURE BEGIN: Book now on one of our Amazing Adventures.



Muscat, the capital of Oman, is a perfect blend of old and new. The city enjoys a dramatic setting with mountains on 

one side and the Gulf of Oman on the other.  The city tour includes:

•	 The Grand Mosque (except Thursdays and Fridays) which is one of the most stunning buildings in Oman.  Completed 

in 2001, the main hall can hold 6,000 worshippers. Please note, female visitors must cover their head, wear long 

sleeves and have their legs fully covered to enter the mosque.

•	 The Fish Souq in Muttrah where you will be amazed at the variety of fish for sale, all caught in local waters.

•	 Stroll along the corniche past the old traders houses to the fascinating Muttrah Souq where you can take in 

the atmosphere or haggle with the locals on the price of silver jewellery, antiques, frankincense, carpets, rugs, 

pashminas and other Omani souvenirs.

•	 Coffee break in a traditional Omani coffee shop

•	 The recently opened Bait al Baranda Museum for an overview of the geology, history and traditions of Oman or the 

Bait Al Zubair museum which gives amazing glimpses of the lifestyle and traditions of ancient and modern Muscat. 

Alternatively, there are 16 other museums in Muscat from which you can choose to visit.

•	 The Sultan's Palace and the two forts, Jalali and Mirani, both of which were built by the Portuguese, and dramatically 

guard the entrance to Muscat, serving as sentinels to the Sultan’s palace. 

Muscat City Tour – Half Day   Ref No DT:01

Desert Thunder Dune Bashing Photograph© Abdullah Al Shuhi



See some of the sights of Muscat in the morning followed by an afternoon at a secluded beach in a tidal bay.  This tour 

includes:

•	 Visit to the Grand Mosque (except Thursdays and Fridays) which is one of the most stunning buildings in Oman.  

Completed in 2001, the Grand Mosque can hold 20,000 worshippers in total. 

•	 Amouage Factory Tour to see the process of making the “world’s most valuable perfume”.

•	 Lunch at Bandar Khiran beach and an afternoon of swimming in crystal clear waters and relaxing on a white sandy 

beach.

Muscat / Coast Tour – Full Day Ref No DT:02

Nizwa Heritage Tour – Full Day  Ref No DT:03

A spectacular drive through the Western Hajar Mountains brings you to Nizwa which is renowned for its goat and cattle 
market which takes place on Friday mornings, and its majestic 17th Century circular fort.  The heritage tour includes:

•	 Nizwa Souk and Fort.

•	 Bahla, the pottery capital of Oman, where potters can be seen busy at work in the heart of the town.  The fort at 
Bahla is a UNESCO world heritage site.

•	 Jabrin Fort, which is one of the most picturesque in Oman, was originally an 16th Century palace complete with 
decorated ceilings, screened inner courtyards, mosque, library and its own prison.

	 Your choice of one of the options listed below:

•	 The mountain village of Misfat al Abreen, clinging precariously to the side of the Hajar Mountains above terraced 
plantations of date palms and banana trees.

•	 The old town of Al Hamra, at the foot of the mountains, where history comes to life.

Old Houses - Muttrah Photograph© Alison Johnston Photograph© Alison JohnstonSultan Qaboos Grand Mosque

Nizwa Fort Omani Pots at Jabrin FortPhotograph© Alison Johnston Photograph© Alison Johnston



Travel along the coast road west of Muscat to Barka before heading inland to visit one of Oman’s many forts, hot 
springs, and drive through a wadi.  This tour lets you sample a little of everything and includes:

•	 Nakhal fort which is perched on a rocky outcrop of the Western Hajar Mountains.  The old village of Nakhal leads 
to the famous hot springs situated at the end of an attractive oasis.  Relax beside the shallow waters of the springs 
surrounded by lush green date plantations and steep mountain peaks.  

•	 Wadi Abiyad for some “wadi-bashing” on the dry riverbed that runs through the mountains and brings you to pools 
of water and lush greenery. 

•	 Afternoon boat trip with local fishermen.

Batinah Coast Tour – Full Day Ref No DT:04

Jebel Akhdar Tour – Full Day Ref No DT:05

Ninety minutes drive from Muscat takes you to the summit of Jebel Akhdar, Oman’s “Green Mountain”.  At a height 
of 2000 metres, Jebel Akhdar derives its name from the cultivated mountainside terraces which are green all year 
round.  The climate is significantly cooler here than in the rest of Oman which makes for pleasant walking and trekking 
conditions at any time of year. The tour includes:

•	 A two hour trek from one picturesque village to another, via the cultivated terraces which grow many kinds of fruit 
such as pomegranates, apricots, figs, plums, and walnuts, and overlooking dramatic peaks, gorges and wadis. 
Treks range from easy walking to difficult and can be customized at your request.

•	 Visit to Wadi Bani Habib, a deserted village of old ruins on the mountainside.

Jebel Al Akhdar Photograph© Alison Johnston

Nakhl Fort Photograph© Alison Johnston



Jebel Shams or “Mountain of the Sun” is the highest mountain in Oman reaching just over 3000 metres, and is home 
to Oman’s spectacular Grand Canyon.  The tour includes:

•	 Wadi Ghul

•	 Mountain rug weavers

•	 Trip to “the top” for the best views, and lunch overlooking the canyon. 

•	 Optional  - Jebel Shams Rim Walk along the edge of the canyon to visit an abandoned mountain village.  With a 
sheer drop of over 1000 metres beside you, overhanging rocks and panoramic views of the canyon all make for a 
hugely rewarding trek. (Due to the distance and time involved for this trek it is recommended that you combine this 
trip with an overnight stay in Nizwa)

Jebel Shams Tour – Full Day Ref No DT:06

This mountain tour goes via Nizwa, then climbs the mountain road for over 2000 metres, to end with some of the 

most amazing views in Oman of the Al Hajar mountains and wadis below.  The tour includes:

•	 Choice of visit to Nizwa for the souq and fort, or Al Hamra to explore the ancient ruined town.

•	 Picnic lunch at the “top of the world”. 

•	 Walk along the top of the mountain range taking in the views below.

Top of the World Tour – Full Day    Ref No DT:07

Jebel Shams Rim walk

Hajar Mountains Photograph© Alison Johnston

Photograph© Alison Johnston



An amazing drive through Wadi Bani Auf brings you 

to the base of the north face of Jebel Shams, and the 

beautiful village of Bilad Sayt, hidden between the 

mountains.  The tour includes:

•	 Wadi bashing in Wadi Bani Auf

•	 Trek in Little Snake Canyon

•	 Exploring the village of Bilad Sayt

•	 Lunch in the home of a local family in Bilad Sayt

Additional options to this tour include further trekking in the mountains or, for adventure lovers, canyoning in Snake 

Canyon, a 200 metre deep fissure, approximately three kilometers long.

Wadi Bani Auf Tour – Full Day  Ref No DT:08

The charming coastal town of Quriyat is only a one 

hour drive from Muscat, and the wadis of Suwayh and 

Arbeen are behind the town. This tour offers spectacular 

mountain scenery, wadi treks and swimming and 

includes:

•	 Visit to Quriyat Fort and town

•	 Al Mazara oasis and date plantation

•	 Wadi as Suwayh for swimming and relaxing at one 

of the many natural pools 

•	 Exploring Wadi Al Arbeen

Quriyat and Wadi Tour – Full Day  Ref No DT:09

Wadi Shab

Wadi Ghul Photograph© Alison Johnston

Photograph© Alison Johnston



This beautiful coastal drive has the magnificent scenery 

of mountains on one side and the the Gulf of Oman 

on the other.  Many beautiful white sand beaches run 

parallel to the road which eventually brings you to the 

fishing village of Tiwi. The tour includes:

•	 Bimah sinkhole - a geological formation and scenic 

wonder.

•	 Wadi Shab - one of Oman’s most beautiful wadis, for 

an easy 45 minute walk to some pools of clear water 

for swimming.

•	 Tiwi village

•	 Drive up Wadi Tiwi to the village of Mibam and the surrounding oasis.

Sharqiyah Coast – Full Day  Ref No DT:10

A two hour drive from Muscat brings us to the edge of the 

Sharqiyah (Wahiba) Sands desert, where the enormous 

dunes ripple along for over 200 kilometres.  This desert 

adventure includes:

•	 Dune bashing for a roller-coaster thrill ride over the 

dunes

•	 Camel safari

•	 Visiting a local Bedu family

•	 Lunch in the desert

•	 Wadi Bani Khalid for a short walk in this cool mountain 

oasis to some crystal clear pools, for a refreshing 

swim. 

Desert Tour – Full Day  Ref No DT:11

Travel to the interior villages to see local people demonstrating their 

traditional Omani crafts.

This tour includes:

•	 Fanja old town for pottery

•	 Bid Bid for Halwa (Omani dessert) making

•	 Samad Shaan for silk and linen weaving

Crafts and Culture Tour – Full Day Ref No DT:12

Laughing Camel

Tiwi Photograph© Alison Johnston

Photograph© Alison Johnston

Bedouin Women Photograph© Alison Johnston



Sea Thunder Tours
Desert Thunder Travel & Tourism LLC owns and operates three boats offering a variety of sea adventures, from 
dolphin watching and big game fishing, to overnight sailing trips along the coast of Oman.
 
Desert Thunder is renowned for its adherence to international safety standards on all its boats. Jinan Al Bahr, Sea 
Thunder and Al Tayf all have full safety equipment on board in addition to 2-3 fully trained Royal Yachting Association 
crew.  All boats are fitted with GPS, Radar and VHF radio, and life rafts and lifejackets are part of our onboard safety 
equipment.

LET YOUR ADVENTURE BEGIN: Book now on one of our Amazing Adventures.

•	 Sea Thunder Daily Tour: Ref No ST:01   Duration 1.5hrs.  Sea Thunder is a ten metre Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat, 

which operates dolphin watching and coastal tours of Muscat several times a day.  It is crewed by a minimum of 

two fully qualified RYA Crew and the Captain has over 12 years experience in Omani waters. Tours last 90 minutes 

and include an informative coastal tour pointing out a number of historical sites as well as travelling further into the 

Gulf of Oman in search of dolphins.  Dolphins swim in large numbers off the coast of Oman and while we cannot 

guarantee a sighting on every trip, we do our best to try and find them!  Sea Thunder is also available for private 

charter. Ref No ST:07

For all Sea Adventures, life jackets are compulsory and safety briefings take place before every trip. 

All trips depart from Marina Bandar Al Rowdha .

SeaThunder Photograph© Abdullah Al Shuhi



•    Morning Cruise: Ref No ST:02  Jinan Al Bahr Sailing Ship & Al Tayf Big Game Fishing Yacht both depart daily at 9am for 

a 4 hour cruise along the beautiful Oman coast, taking in Dolphin Watching and some of Oman’s historical sights. If the 

wind is with us we will hoist the sails and sunbathe our way along the coast to an unspoilt cove for lunch, swimming and 

snorkelling.

•	 Sundowner Cruise: Ref No ST:03 Jinan Al Bahr Sailing Ship & Al Tayf Big Game Fishing Yacht both depart daily at 3pm for 

a 4 hour cruise. Watch the sun go down over Muscat from the tranquility of our yachts as we sail around the coast, and the 

twinkling lights appear as the city comes alive at night.  Traditional Arabic coffee and dates will be served for an authentic 

experience, in addition to a range of soft drinks. 

•	 Charter Overnight Tour: Ref No ST:04  Sail from Muscat to Tiwi. There are many sights to be seen as you sail along this 

coast, from white sandy beaches to fishing villages, mountains and wadis to ancient ruins.  The yacht will anchor in a bay for 

lunch for you to enjoy snorkelling and swimming in the crystal clear waters, and then anchor overnight beside a beautiful 

sandy beach close to Tiwi before returning to Muscat the following afternoon.  All meals are included. (Two full days)

•	 Charter Full Day Tour: Ref No ST:05  Duration 8hrs.  Observe Oman’s stunning rugged coastline by sailing further along 

the east coast and stopping off in a number of bays and beaches to observe the marine life, go snorkelling and swimming 

and enjoy a picnic lunch. 

•	 Charter Half Day Tour: Ref No ST:06 Duration 4hrs. Sail with us to Bandar Khiran for swimming, snorkelling and white 

sandy beaches, before returning to Muscat. Turtles, dolphins and many species of colourful fish are often seen on these 

trips. 

Whilst aboard Al Tayf you will possibly experience 

the thrill of catching/tagging some of the largest fish in Omani waters.

Jinan Al Bahr / Al Tayf  Tours

Jinan al Bahr yacht and Al Tayf are available for full day and overnight trips, sailing along the coast of Oman from Muscat to 

Sur, or for half day tours of lesser distance. Jinan al Bahr has a maximum capacity of 25 passengers by day, and 12 berths in 6 

double air conditioned cabins for overnight.

 Al Tayf has a maximum capacity of 18 passengers by day, and 4 berths in 2 double air conditioned cabins for overnight. Both 

yachts can be chartered in their entirety for corporate entertaining, for groups, or for individuals who would like to experience 

something a little different while visiting Oman.

Al Tayf Big Game Fishing YachtJinan Al Bahr Sailing Ship

Sailing / Big Game Fishing / Dolphin Watching / Scuba Diving

Photograph© Roddy MacleanPhotograph© Penny Wither



Euro-Divers team Oman welcomes you to their newest Dive Centre and invites you to experience the best of what the Arabian Gulf 
has to offer. Diving is one of the most breathtaking pleasures in Oman, due to the Sultanate’s huge coastline, the wide variety of dive 
sites, the abundant marine life and the impressive coral reefs and ship wrecks.

In the PADI (Professional Association of Diving Professionals) Open Water Diver course, your PADI instructor takes you through the 
basics of learning how to scuba dive. You start in the Dive Centre’s confined training area and progress to the open water, getting the 
background knowledge along the way.

In addition we offer a wide range of specialty courses such as Underwater Naturalist, AWARE Fish ID, Underwater Photographer, 
Shark Awareness, Peak Performance Buoyancy, Underwater Navigator, Drift Diver, Multi Level Diver, Night Diver, Search & Recovery 
Diver, Deep Diver and Wreck Diver.

For the kids in the age of eight and up, we offer a special PADI Bubble Maker Program. This program is a way for youngsters to join 
in the family fun of scuba diving in an easy and safe way as the maximum depth is only 2m/6 ft and the program will be held in one 
of the resort’s shallow swimming pools.

Our boats sail out on a daily basis for two tank dives at 8:30 am, returning around 1pm. In the afternoon we offer one tank dive trips 
which leave at 2.30pm and return at around 4.30pm. All boats are berthed at the Shangri- La’s Barr al Jissah Resort & Spa’s marina, 
they all have shade and one of them even offers a shower and a bathroom. In total they can take up to 30 divers to the wonderful dive 
sites within only 30 minutes of the resort. 

The Dive Centre provides guests with all the required rental gear for underwater adventures such as masks, fins, snorkels, buoyancy 
jackets, regulators, dive lights and wet suits.

Euro Divers Oman

Dive Centre Activities

Snorkelling (equipment included)	 Morning trips	 On request
 	 Afternoon trips	 Daily
Dive trips*	 Morning (2 dives)	 Daily
	  Afternoon (1 dive)	 Daily
Daymaniyat	 All day (3 dives)	 On request
Refreshment dives* 	 -	 On request
Intro dives (equipment included)	 Al Bandar pool	 Thurs and Sun
Discover Scuba Diving	 -	 Mon and Fri
Open Water Diver courses	 -	 Starting Mon and Fri 	 duration 4 days	
Bubblemaker	 Al Bandar pool	 On request

Other dive courses available upon request. Open Water Diver and Bubblemaker prices include course materials.

*Refreshment dives and dive trips for certified divers only. 
**Trips available as packages – the more you dive, the lower the price per dive. 
No refund on no-shows.



Water Sports

Water Skiing	 Afternoons	 Daily

Wind Surfing	 Afternoons	 Daily

Knee Boarding	 Afternoons	 Daily

Wake Boarding	 Afternoons	 Daily

Great Big Mable Tube Ride	 Afternoons	 Daily

Kite Surfing	 Afternoons	 Daily

Contact your reservations for more information and timings



Fast Facts
Location: Oman is the second largest country in the Arabian Peninsula. The country’s entire east coast is fringed by the Indian Ocean 
and its land neighbours include Yemen to the south, and Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates on its western border.  

The population is 2.2 million, and the total size of the country is 309,000 square kilometres

Local Time: GMT + 4 hours

Visas: Visitor visas valid for a one month stay may be obtained on arrival for citizens of over 60 countries including all European 
Union member countries, USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and Japan. 

Currency: The Omani rial (RO) is divided into 1000 baisas. The Omani rial is pegged to the US dollar at a rate of US$ 1 = RO 0.385  
Banks, ATM’s and exchange bureaus are found throughout Muscat.

Credit cards:  All major credit cards are accepted in main hotels, stores and larger shops, but in traditional souqs, cash is mostly used 
and bargaining power is increased with the ready availability of currency.  

Language:  Arabic is the official language, but English is widely spoken. 

Climate:  Summer is between May and September when the weather is hot and can be humid. 
Mild weather is experienced in the mountains all year round with maximum temperatures of no more than 30ºC in summer.  The best 
time to visit Oman is between October and April with temperatures averaging between 25°C and 35°C during the day and between 
17°C and 25°C at night.

 Air-conditioning is the norm in vehicles and most buildings including hotels and shopping malls.

Clothing:  Lightweight summer clothing is ideal for most of the year. Sweaters or a light jacket may be needed for the cooler evenings 
during the winter months.
The dress code in Oman is comparatively relaxed, but extremely revealing and inappropriate clothing may be considered offensive.  It 
is preferable when in rural areas for women to wear longer trousers and have their shoulders covered.

Photography:  It is considered offensive to photograph Muslim women and is always courteous to ask permission before photographing 
anyone.

Religion: Islam is the official religion, but other religions are also respected. 

Electricity: The electrical system is based on 220/240 AC volts with British type 3-pin plugs. 

Alcohol: Alcohol is served in hotel restaurants and bars, but drinking in public places is not permitted.

Business hours: The weekend starts on Thursday afternoon and Friday although government offices are closed the whole of Thursday 
and Friday. Most shops and malls open from 9am to 1pm and 4pm to 9pm.

Health: While tap water is safe for drinking, a variety of locally bottled mineral water is widely available.  Most hotels have medical 
help available, and there is a modern medical infrastructure in terms of private and government medical facilities.

Distances/Access: 
Muscat is approximately 7 hours flying time from most European cities.
The national carrier is Oman Air who fly inter-Gulf, and further afield, in addition to serving as the domestic airline offering flights 
to Salalah, and Musandam (Khasab Airport).

Seeb International Airport is located 40km from the centre of Muscat and also serves domestic flights. 



Y O U R  A D V E N T U R E  S T A R T S  H E R E



Reservations & Enquiries
Contact: 95555153
e-mail: info@desertthunderoman.com


