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And SO we begin:

editorial
Last July HRH The duke of gloucester opened the new Oliver wing 
marking the ending of a two year building project that has added 
laboratories, classrooms, a nursery, a new junior library and a new 
tennis & netball court together with an architecturally striking front 
entrance. These new classrooms and laboratories have helped 
allowed a new range of subjects including drama, Technology, 
Spanish and even mandarin Chinese to take root in the curriculum. 

The new academic year saw Albyn School named by the 
Sunday Times as the leading academic school in the city 
for the second year in a row and fourth most academically 
successful school in Scotland. This reflected the continued 
hard work of pupils and the dedication of teaching staff. 

This lAsT yeAR hAs been A 
hisToRiC one foR The sChool.

This summer the final all girl year group will be leaving Albyn. The 
31 girls of the Upper Sixth have worked hard, contributed time 
and effort to many charitable causes and have led the School’s 
Clans, choirs, sports teams and societies. They have much to 
be proud of and represent the end of a distinguished chapter 
in the history of Albyn School. The boys that follow them are 
proving themselves worthy successors achieving glowing reports, 
great examination results and sporting success. The School’s 
success and growth has allowed it to further promote its Fees 
Assistance Scheme offering an increasing number 100% funded 
places for able pupils requiring financial help to attend Albyn.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Lucy Herriot, becky Adam, Freya Lawrence, Katy Malone, emily Christoffersen, esme Fowler, Megan Kilmurry,   
Kirsty McLeish. 2nd Back Row > bethany Cunningham, bianca Laird, Philippa davis, ellie Aldersey-williams, Clara douglas, Jade whitelaw,   
Mairi Kennedy, Kathryn Tavendale, Alicia davis. 2nd Row > Mrs Susan Prentice, Fiona James, Rebecca Henderson, Molly webster, Selina Pope,   
Juliet Mutch, Kate Falconer, Hannah McKelvie, Maddy newman, emma Farquharson, Miss Jane williams. Front Row > Zoe Chick, Florence wright, 
Katie Lane, Rebekah Sutherland, emily bowring, ennae McKnight, Rebecca Hobart, Hannah grayson, Hannah Clark. Absent > Melissa bremner, 
eleanor Merchant, Tamsin Raitt, Amy Sinclair.

enD of An 
'All giRl' 

eRA

1867 - 2013
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in Music, there were three highly successful events last term: The 
Young Musician of the Year competition, a lunchtime concert at 
the Aberdeen’s Cowdray Hall and a Spring Concert all served to 
showcase the talent of the instrumental and vocal groups at Albyn. 
On the sports field, Albyn School co-hosted a very successful Cross 
Country Championships with over 1300 competitors from over 
60 schools. Our netball teams have enjoyed another successful 
season winning the Aberdeen Schools’ tournament beating RgC 
in the final and reached the quarter finals of the Scottish cup. The 
School established its own rowing club, continuing to coach and 
support some outstanding oarsmen in partnership with Robert 
gordon’s University. in the Review’s sports section you will also 
be read about how our senior boys journeyed to ireland to take 
part in the Links Cup in Limerick (and win the competition).

The School’s support for the duke of edinburgh’s award 
is currently helping 59 U3 pupils’ prepare for their bronze 
award together with 33 U4 pupils and 24 U5 pupils who are 
working towards their Silver and gold awards respectively. 
Success was also achieved in the Literary and debating Society 
where the Lower 7 team won the Rotary Quiz Trophy and 
two of the senior pupils, including one of our Albyn Review 
journalists (euan gregory) won through to the second round 
of the eSU Juniors competition with another team winning 
through to the final of the europe direct competition.

in assembling articles for the Review i am very grateful 
for the help of three of the School’s Upper School pupils. 
euan gregory, euan Harold and Rachel garden have made 
many worthwhile contributions to the Review and have a 
promising journalistic future ahead of them. This year’s Albyn 
Review contains comment on events that appeared in the 
national press and media and you will read some mature 
and alternative reflections on the last year’s news events. 

Other memorable moments include the production of our first 
major Shakespearian drama for very many years. directed by Jane 
williams and performed in the FP Centenary Hall, the cast gave an 
appropriately dark and menacing rendition of the Scottish Play. 
Macbeth himself; aka Sam Johnson gave an impressively controlled 
and understated performance that brilliantly portrayed the 
corrosive effects of naked ambition. The Lower School showed their 
usual boundless energy starting the year with a highly successful 
Reading week and Science week led by the Lower School english 
and Science and Technology co-ordinators. At the time of writing, 
Lower 7 pupils are currently abroad on a trip to normandy; 
one of the first Lower School overseas trips for some years. 

This is my final year as editor for the Albyn Review. i have enjoyed 
reading about the many and varied achievements of pupils and 
staff alike and i am grateful to all the Review’s contributors. i 
take this opportunity to offer special thanks to two individuals. 
Jan Paxton of UAC studios has been instrumental in generating 
creative designs and going above and beyond the call of duty in 
helping produce the Albyn Review. i am also very appreciative of 
the work and help offered by Miss Chantelle Robson, my assistant, 
for gathering materials and in helping to edit the magazine. 

i would like to take the 
opportunity to thank the magazine 
advertisers; brewin dolphin, 
McLeod & Aitken, Rathbones, 
Archial, Johnston Carmichael, 
Mother Technologies, dandara, 
City Financial and Aitken & niven.

And also thanks to our
sponsors; The dutch Mill Hotel, 
Rugby Plus, HSbC and 
Ledingham Chalmers.

gemma neal
director of Admissions, 
Marketing and development

i hoPe you All hAve A lovely 
suMMeR holiDAy!

ThAnk 
you!

Albyn School is recognised as a 
Charity in Scotland (SCO08392)



The Albyn Foundation is a charity that was set up to support 
our Fees Assistance scheme whereby financial support is 
given to families who would otherwise be unable to send 
their children to Albyn. it also raises money to provide 
support to help pupils complete their education at the 
School should families encounter financial hardship while 
they are here. it is also raising funds to provide equipment 
and resources associated with the redevelopment project.

in the past two years we have restructured the levels 
of Fees Assistance and have been able to offer a 
number of free places to pupils entering Lower 1. The 
places are determined by pupils’ performance in the 
entrance test and families’ financial circumstances.

whAT is The fees AssisTAnCe (buRsARies) sCheMe?
The Fees Assistance Scheme is designed to help able children 
by giving them the greatest gift possible; a good education 
whatever their family’s circumstances. by fundraising and through 
charitable donations, the Albyn Foundation seeks to increase the 
number of bursaries available to fund places at Albyn School.

not only do we feel that this is the right thing to do 
because it benefits the both the pupils concerned and the 
School community as a whole but it also serves to help 
retain our charitable status. Losing charitable status would 
lead to a significant fee increase without any benefit to 
pupils or the resources that we can provide for them.

SUPPORT:

albyn foundation 
and 100% burseries

The Fees Assistance Scheme is designed 
to help able children by giving them the 
greatest gift possible; a good education 
whatever their family’s circumstances.

Development Office
T: 01224 322408
e: development@albynschool.co.uk

how MuCh Do we hAve To RAise?
£70,000 would fund a pupil through their time in the Upper 
School. depending on future interest rates, we need to raise 
around £250,000 to fund each full bursary in perpetuity.

Some have asked why we do not increase school fees to reach 
these goals. in response we believe that our fees need to remain 
comparable with similar independent schools and to remain 
affordable. As a charity, all fee income goes to meeting the 
direct costs and overheads associated with running the school 
effectively. This includes meeting the costs of loans for the 
construction work of the Lower School and Upper School.

but like all other non-profit educational organisations, 
we depend on additional income streams to undertake 
the philanthropic goal of creating bursaries and 
enhancing resources for the children in our care.

we would like to do more for Albyn and ensure our pupils benefit 
from the best educational facilities on offer; they deserve the 
best and it is with your help that we can make this happen.

we trust present and prospective members of the 
wider community will respond positively when asked 
to support this important and worthy cause.
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To apply for fees assistance, applicants need to complete a fees 
assistance and application for entry form, which can be found 
on our school website. Pupils will be invited for a visit to the 
school and to spend the day in their current year group.

if a place if offered based on the entrance test, successful 
applicants seeking fees assistance will be ranked according 
to need, based on confirmation of the details submitted 
by parents/guardians on the fees assistance form.

Applicants will be ranked in order of those according 
to financial status i.e. the poorest, based solely on 
gross household per capita income (PCi). For example, 
a household of 2 parents and 2 children, with gross 
income of £60,000, the PCi would be £15,000.

The academic and financial scores are then combined 
to give a final ranking. Fees assistance awards are 
made from the top of the list, downwards, until the 
available places and/or finance is exhausted.

it is unlikely that a PCi of over £15,000 would render 
a pupil eligible for 100% fees assistance. PCi’s of over 
£15,000 would be considered on a case by case basis and 
may be allocated a percentage of fees assistance.

individual awards will be reviewed annually. Other 
than for this reason, fees assistance once granted will 
only be withdrawn if the contractual conditions and 
obligations of the award have been broken.

why CoMe To Albyn?
Albyn School has evolved to become one of Scotland’s leading 
independent, co-educational day schools. Located in the 
west end of Aberdeen with our sports fields at Milltimber, we 
have a school roll of around 650 pupils aged from 5 to 18 
together with a nursery for 120 children aged 2 to 5. we seek 
to develop our pupils’ intellectual, creative, practical, moral, 
spiritual, physical and social potential within an orderly and 
compassionate environment. we want to help create confident, 
self-motivated young men and women who enjoy learning 
and who have an understanding of the world around them 
past, present and future. we also seek to engender a sense 
of tolerance and service in our pupils so that they will make a 
positive contribution to the adult world that they will soon join. 

we have small classes of individual year groups. Our ‘Albyn 
Curriculum’ offers a broad choice of subjects allowing 
pupils to sit 8 public examinations in S4 and in S5 and S6 
our pupils can sit a wide range of Highers and Advanced 
Highers in preparation for University entrance.

Albyn is RegulARly RAnkeD As The ToP 
ACADeMiC sChool in AbeRDeen
each year our senior pupils achieve on average 94% of A-C 
grades for their Higher examinations. in 2012, the first 
co-educational year sat public examinations, achieving record 
results with the number of papers awarded either a 1 or an 
A grade rising to over 78%. These records were recognised 
nationally when the Sunday Times annual Parent Power Survey 
recorded Albyn School as the top fee-paying school in Aberdeen 
and as the table below placed it fourth in Scotland in 2012.

 

The 100% funDeD buRsARy PlACes foR 
PRiMARy AnD seConDARy PuPils ARe 
subJeCT To A suCCessful enTRAnCe 
exAMinATion AnD PeRsonAl inCoMe. 

We want to 
help create confident, 
self-motivated young 
men and women. 



YeAR Review:

head girl report

 As a young first year i never thought i would be Head  
 girl Albyn and i feel so honoured to have been appointed 
to the position. Head girl is not a title but a role that has kept me 
busy organising the prefect duties, helping organise school events, 
aiding decision making and putting forward ideas to help the 
school flourish as much as possible. The role of Head girl was an 
exciting opportunity and i feel very privileged to have been chosen.

The summer holidays were not even over and already i was thrown 
into the deep end but i was keen to get started. The first, and 
probably the most important event on the Albyn School’s calendar, 
was the duke of gloucester attending and opening the new ‘Oliver 
wing’ building in July 2012. This was a very formal event and i was 
extremely lucky to be a part of this great re-development of the 
school. i had never met a member of the Royal Family before so i 
was very grateful for this opportunity. when we took the duke of 
gloucester on a tour of the school he seemed very interested in the 
School and he really engaged with Rebecca Hobart, victoria Leng 
and myself. The duke asked questions about all aspects of Albyn 
School from the colours and badges on our blazers to the pictures 
of different activities on the wall of the school.

when i think back to when i first joined Albyn in 2007 the physical 
changes to the school are huge with not only the new block but 
more science labs, a bigger canteen, the new nursery building and 
the foyer. These changes are exciting and i always wonder what 
the school will look like in 10 or 20 years time. 

it seems the school is ever changing but i feel that the core 
traditions of the school have not been lost. The clan systems 
enable all years to mix and work together to achieve in the various 
clan events and personally as every point counts in the end. i am 
so grateful to the teachers of Albyn as they have never stopped 
being helpful and compassionate and making sure that the pupils 
achieve their maximum potential. 

Another highlight of my year was when the deputy Head boy and 
deputy Head girl of St Leonards, in St Andrews, came to visit. 

when i sTARTeD uPPeR 1 AT Albyn 
sChool in 2007, i sAw The sixTh yeARs 
As MATuRe young woMen AnD i CoulD 
neveR iMAgine being ThAT olD! now 
i AM in sixTh yeAR, My TiMe AT Albyn 
is neARly oveR AnD iT hAs been An 
unfoRgeTTAble, JAM-PACkeD JouRney. 

it was fascinating hearing their experiences of boarding at their 
school as well as doing the international bachelorette diploma 
rather than the Scottish Higher and Advanced Highers. it is 
intriguing as St Leonards and Albyn used to be very similar; they 
were both all-girl boarding schools however about 15 years ago 
St Leonards introduced boys so it is fully coeducational whereas 
Albyn no longer has boarders and is only just co-educational. both 
schools also used to have the same teaching curriculum however 
now their curriculums are very different. 

Since Upper 1 i have always enjoyed playing hockey and netball 
at school. i also got the chance to play for the Aberdeen district 
Teams at both these sports. As i have been a senior for the past 
few years i have helped coach the younger pupils at netball which i 
adore. it is very rewarding seeing the skills we have been practicing 
being performed well in a real match, especially if they win. This 
year the senior netball team went on a 36 hour trip to Shetland 
to play Anderson High School in the Scottish Cup, i enjoyed going 
on the ferry rather than just sitting on a bus to travel to games. 
in October i took the opportunity to go on the sports tour to 
Marbella for 6 days. This trip was for Upper 1s to 6 who played 
netball, hockey and football. The weather was fantastic and so 
was the sport. we did have to get up early every morning for 
fitness training and i was amazed that the P.e staff managed to get 
everyone up! i wish all the sport teams success in the future (and 
fun trips).

This year i also completed my gold duke of edinburgh Award so i 
am looking forward to the ceremony in summer to receive my award 
from the duke himself (and i will get to meet another member of the 
Royal Family). i am very grateful that the teachers are so enthusiastic 
towards completing the awards. 

it does feel a bit weird not having another level to work towards. 
Surprisingly, the girls were all enthusiastic on expedition too and i 
will particularly miss the expeditions. One factor that contributed 
to the enjoyment i had on my expeditions is that this year we were 
very lucky as we had very minimal rain for our expeditions. 

As I have been a senior for the 
past few years I have helped coach 
the younger pupils at netball which 
I adore. It is very rewarding seeing 
the skills we have been practicing 
being performed well in a real 
match, especially if they win!

continued on right-hand page



we are the last all-girl sixth year at Albyn School which makes 
all the girls in the den feel extra special! it is weird to think that 
when we started Upper School the whole of the Upper School 
was all girls. This year we were allowed to design our own green 
and pink ties which may not be the most colour co-ordinated 
ties but we wanted a keepsake to mark the occasion.

i could probably write a whole magazine about the 
opportunities and experiences Albyn has given me over my 
6 years and all the people i have met throughout the whole 
school, old and young. i know it is time to move on but Albyn 
has been wonderful in helping me achieve my potential and lay 
the foundations for adulthood. i feel prepared for the challenges 
that await me when i leave school and leave home to embark 
on the next chapter of my life at university. i not would to 
be ready for this transition if it had not been for the support 
and contribution from dr Long, and his senior management 
team and all the teachers as they are the ones that keep Albyn 
running at such a high standard. They have enabled my fellow 
pupils and i to flourish and enjoy Albyn so that we will become 
young woman ready to take on the world, the opportunities 
are countless and the memories are unforgettable. i like would 
to thank dr Long, Mr ward, Mrs Reynolds and all the members 
of staff at Albyn for their amazing work over the 6 years i have 
been a part of Albyn. i wish all teachers and pupils the best for 
the future and my piece of advice is take advantage of the 
opportunities that Albyn gives its pupils, make the most of 
Albyn and relish every moment!

Rebecca Henderson
HEAD GIRL
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From Left to Right
Back Row >
Tom Falconer, esther Auffermann, Peter Haugh, Matthew Carter, nicholas Read, Sam watson, Matthew Macfarlane, Freya Lawrence. Second Back Row > Kate Falconer, Maddy newman, Mayon Patel, Anna Rennie, Kathryn Tavendale, Mairi Kennedy, Luke Stratford, emma Farquharson. Second Row >

Kirsty McLeish, Alice Milne,   Alicia davis, Clara douglas,  Fionna ironside, Philippa davis,   ellie Aldersey-williams, Jill Russell.Front Row >
eleanor Merchant, isabel Rayner, Selina Pope, Rebecca Hobart, Rebecca Henderson, Florence wright, Tharushi dissanayake,  Melissa bremner, Lucy Herriot.

PRefeCTs
2012-2013



YeAR Review:

deputy head girl 
report

when i first started at Albyn School almost six years ago, i never 
dreamed that one day i would reach the heights of being deputy 
Head girl, especially as i didn’t get off to the most auspicious 
start as i wasn’t accepted straight away; i had to languish on the 
waiting list for a whole day until a space became available. 

However, this highlights the power of Albyn School, it took me 
in as an unprepossessing 12 year old and has turned me in to a 
confident adult who has a direction and purpose to my life. 

i believe this shows that Albyn gives all pupils the tools to excel 
if they are willing to work hard. i would not have become this 
person without its help and that is why i am so proud to reach 
this position as it means i have had an opportunity to repay this 
wonderful school for what it has done for me. 

 

Albyn has taught me so much more than mere facts and figures 
and given me so much more than just great exam results. i’ve 
learnt so much from the teachers - both in and out of the 
classroom, which has expanded not only my horizons, but those 
of my classmates. There is a great spirit here at Albyn, and being 
deputy Head girl has taught me the importance of teamwork 
and i’ve seen at first hand how important the work done behind 
the classroom is to the overall success of the school. 

i have so many happy memories, ranging from having cups 
of tea with my Latin teacher Miss Morisson, Head of Classics, 
trekking up many hills in pouring rain with my friends for duke 
of edinburgh and meeting HRH duke of gloucester when he 
officially opened the new school building in July 2012. 

wRiTing This RePoRT MAkes Me feel 
sAD As iT MeAns ThAT My DAys AT 
Albyn ARe DRAwing To A Close.

but one thing i didn’t expect at the beginning of my school
life is how, over the years, the teachers would turn into valued
friends. i think this is particularly relevant to Albyn, as being
a smaller school, there is more opportunity to achieve relatively 
close relationships. This is one aspect i will miss deeply and a 
memory that i will always treasure.

Albyn has prepared me well for the next step in my life, i am 
off to study a masters degree in Pharmacy at the University 
of Strathclyde in September. i would just like to say to those 
behind me, you are so lucky to have the opportunity to be at 
such an inspirational school - grasp it and make the most of 
your time here. 

> Rebecca Hobart

Albyn took me in as an 
unprepossessing 12 year 
old and has turned me 
in to a confident adult 
who has a direction and 

purpose to my life. 

Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl

u6 fun PhoTo
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ull effect!
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loweR 7 2006 - The TRiP To AllTnACRiChe
Alltnacriche was an amazing weekend adventure which provided us 
all with the opportunity to get to know each other and start new 
friendships. The activities that we took part in ranged from team 
building and water sports to classroom work and religious studies.

The most memorable part of Alltnacriche was the slumber party. On 
the last night of the trip, Mrs graham and Miss burgess supplied 
each of us with face masks and sweets from the tuck shop. 
everyone had a good time dancing, singing and laughing together.

The trip to Alltnacriche has been a very memorable 
experience which continues to be shared by many girls 
in the Upper 6 today as it was an easy way to make 
new friends and enjoy the last year of lower school.

Looking back on the trip we have made lifelong friends and 
built friendships which are continuing to grow stronger and 
stronger as the years go by. > Hannah Grayson and Juliet Mutch

uPPeR 1 - 2007
On our first day of secondary school we were nervous but excited 
about what lay ahead. we really enjoyed making new friends and 
having fun on school trips like going to Stirling. we also all had 
fun on activities week when it was a chance to relax as the school 
year had been really busy. This year was our first year of secondary 
school and we all wanted to enjoy being more grown up than 
in primary school. i made two new friends who are still my best 
friends now and we have grown up together. i really enjoyed all 
the challenges that first year threw at us and i will never forget all 
the fun moments and memories that we all have had together. 
> Eleanor Merchant

First year went by so quickly. The upper school was still all girls 
back then. everyone met everyone for the first time in our new 
classes α, β and γ. we all swore we were going to be organised 
and it never happened. we survived cross country and those 
dreaded swimming caps. we all thought sixth years were so 
big, and couldn’t believe we would ever be where they were. 
> Kate Falconer

uPPeR 2 - 2008
in Upper 2 i remember making a movie in History about Mary 
Queen of Scots with some of my class mates. we had to make 
up the scenes, film it and then present it to the rest of the class. 
we had so much fun making our movie working as a team and 
having a laugh. now looking back at the video four years later 
it is funny to see how much everyone in it has changed as well 
as embarrassing to watch my awful acting! > Rebecca Hobart

in second year we went to edinburgh on a modern studies, and 
history trip. we visited Hollyrood and the dynamic Planet; we 
all had a great time and stayed over. The best part was visiting 
Mary Kings Close at night as it was scary. > Bianca Laird

uPPeR 3 - 2009
Upper 3 was a fun-filled year, with plenty of trips, activities and 
our first experience of the duke of edinburgh Award. One of the 
highlights of Upper 3 was activities week trip to Paris, we went 
shopping, saw the YSL dress exhibition and visited disneyland all 
of which were fantastic, as were the thrills of Alton Towers on the 
trip to Manchester – the new ‘13’ rollercoaster brought lots of 
excitement – and fear – for everyone, teachers included!  
> Florence Wright

in Upper 3 we had a very successful sporting year. The Upper 
3 netball team won the Aberdeen League, Aberdeen Schools 
Junior Tournament and we reached the Quarter Final of the 
Scottish Cup. we were unbeaten all season until our last match 
in the Quarter Final where we lost after extra time by one goal! 
The hockey team also had success as we only lost the Aberdeen 
School Hockey Tournament by one point in the end but we were 
proud to come second. Hannah grayson had a very successful 
swimming season as did Clara douglas. in the summer term Juliet 
Mutch, Abbie buchan, brooklyn Sheehan, Lindsey Young and 
emily bowring had an outstanding athletic season, they won the 
4 x 100m relay at the Scottish Schools Athletic Championship 
which was an amazing achievement. > Rebecca Henderson

uPPeR 4 - 2010
One of the highlights of 4th year was planning and undertaking 
a month long expedition to Peru in the summer of 2011. in the 
lead up throughout the year we had regular team meetings 
and training exercises which were really fun. This helped us to 
prepare and bond for the challenge ahead. Peru was a unique 
and life changing experience which offered life skills and new 
experiences. we faced some of the biggest challenges yet greatest 
reward of our lives. My favourite part of the expedition was 
spending time planting an orchard at an orphanage. > Katie Lane

we made it to fourth year and it seemed that as soon as the 
year had begun our first official exams would be upon us. 
Unfortunately we had left our relaxing years behind and we 
were quick to learn that the October and easter holidays were 
just revision traps set up by scheming parents and teachers. 
However we still managed to fill the year with an abundance 
of fun and have many great memories to share. One of these 
memories includes performing to the masses, The Lion, The 
witch and The wardrobe. it took months of rehearsal, costume 
design, preparation and mental focus but all the hard the 
work was worth it. we conquered nerves on the night and 
everything went to plan. it felt like the entire budget was spent 
on crazy make up whilst the back combing and styling going 
on back stage felt more appropriate for Hairspray the musical! 

The veRy lAsT yeAR of giRls only 
AT Albyn sChool hAve PuT TogeTheR 
A ColleCTion of ouR fAvouRiTe 
MeMoRies To shARe wiTh you.

MeMORieS:

sixth year



not only did we dress up in fourth year we also took to the 
countryside to complete our silver dofe expedition. Many groups 
flooded the hills with great ambitions of what was to come. 
Unfortunately some groups got considerably lost whilst other 
suffered minor injuries, but everyone came back in one piece 
and after a few hot chocolates the scars and mishaps were 
soon forgotten. we had the time of our lives and it only got 
better but i am not sure you could ever convince me to go back 
and repeat those exams! > Clara Douglas and Alicia Davis

uPPeR 5 - 2011
One of our highlights from 5th year was the Ski Trip. it was a perfect 
opportunity to get to know people in younger years and have fun as a 
group. The weather was amazing and for us the best parts was going 
bum boarding with everyone. we are so glad we went on the trip and 
we will never forget the fun times we had! it was a great break away 
from a tough year of exams. > Kirsty McLeish and Melissa Bremner

we’ll never forget when our Young enterprise Team (dainTea) 
got into the grampian finals of the competition. Turning up in 
matching black dresses, having prepared our presentation for 
weeks, we set up our stall and had fun meeting our competitors. 
After delivering our presentation, we were lucky enough to meet 
Michelle Mone, the founder of the underwear company, ‘Ultimo.’ 
even though we were not chosen to go round to the Scottish finals, 

we were incredibly proud and happy with how far we had 
come, and how much we had made – about £900. it is an 
experience we will never forget, where we learnt many useful  
skills, such as teamwork, time management and how to 
interact with professionals in the business world. 
> Tamsin Raitt and Kirsty McLeish

uPPeR 6 - 2012
Finally we have reached Upper 6 and it is coming to an end! This 
year we have become such a close with everyone in the den which 
has made 6th year even more special but also it makes leaving so 
much harder and emotional. This year has gone past so fast but 
has been very exciting there have been different trips some of us 
have enjoyed from Auschwitz, Paris, Marbella and not forgetting 
all the university open days! There are so many memories we 
will take away from Albyn, we have grown from scrawny young 
girls to mature young ladies ready to take on the world. when 
we began Upper School it was all girls but the boys have been 
creeping up on us! being in an all-girl year has had its advantages 
and we feel very special to be the last all-girl year. we all wish 
all the pupils and staff the best for the future and hopefully we 
will become successful in our future life. One thing is for sure 
we will never forget Albyn and the years we spent together. 

> Upper 6 (2012)

Peru Trip

Rome
Tanzania

Gold DoFE

Sports day
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CLAn RePORT:

douglas

we kicked off the year with the annual dancersize competition 
where we won 1st place. with lots of hard work and rehearsals 
we managed to defeat the competition as well as have a great 
time and lots of fun. it was also an opportunity to get to know 
the younger pupils which was a great start to the year.

Charity work as always has been a very important aspect 
of the Clan’s work and this year we chose to support the 
british Heart Foundation in our ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ event 
as well as Comic Relief for our ‘Red nose day’ event. 

in december we held our sponsored skipping challenge in 
aid of the british Heart Foundation and their work. The lower 
school pupils were invited along to take part in a series of 
skipping activities all aimed to keep them active as well as 
having fun. The event was a great success raising over £800 for 
the cause. The majority of the lower school pupils got involved 
with the upper school pupils taking charge in the organisation 
of the events. it was great to see the hard work pay off!

The ‘Red nose day’ event had not only a bake sale but 
the Clan also sold red noses and charity wristbands to the 
school. A Harlem Shake video was also filmed in aid of 
Comic Relief which was a great way to make money as well 
as having fun. The lower School were invited to design a 
Red nose which received over 100 weird and wonderful 
applicants. This very successful day raised over £700. 

The swimming gala came next which, although was not 
won by douglas, was still a great event to be a part of. The 
competitive atmosphere was intense but it was great to see 
the douglas family come together to support each other. As 
well as lots of screaming and cheering it looked as though 
everyone had a great time and enjoyed themselves. 

DouglAs hAs hAD A veRy suCCessful AnD 
exCiTing yeAR whiCh hAs been gReAT To 
wATCh AnD be A PART of.

we had individual Champions in the form of Joel 
Robertson and Findlay douglas, while Clara douglas and 
emily watson were Runners-Up in their categories.

Finally, the Clan quiz is underway for the year with the 
douglas team chosen and ready to go. The first round was 
again extremely competitive but also interesting and exciting 
to participate in, mixed teams were formed with people of 
all different ages and year groups coming together as one. 
by doing this the douglas family only gets closer and it is 
great to see everyone getting to know each other better.

So far douglas has done amazingly well and although the Clan 
totals are close we are hoping for a victory at the end of the 
year. being Clan Leader has been an honour and something i 
am so glad to have participated in. Although the role has been 
hard work, the rewards have been great and i am so happy 
and proud that the Clan has had such a successful year. 

douglas Clan Leader > Kirsty McLeish
Head of Clan > Mr Murray McCulloch

Charity work as 
always has been a 
very important aspect 
of the Clan’s work... 

this year we 
chose to support 
the British Heart 
Foundation.

Douglas



The last 
two years 
have been 
an incredible 
journey.

CLAn RePORT:

forbes
it has been nearly two years since i stood in front of the 
Forbes pupils and form tutors to take my first Clan Assembly. 
At that point i spoke about the history of the Clan and how 
in times of need and unrest the whole Clan would follow the 
burning cross and gather round their leader to defend their 
cause. These are happier times, of course. no Albyn pupil will 
be asked to fight in order to defend the honour of the Clan, 
at least not in a literal sense. Some spectators at last year’s 
Sports day may remember with amusement – and perhaps 
some pity - that i tried to defend the honour of the Clan by 
hobbling round the race track in my wellie boots during the 
Clan Relay Race. it was not a glorious moment, and i was greatly 
relieved when a fellow Clansman relieved me of the baton and 
the responsibility for inevitable failure. Trust me; never have i 
appreciated more the team spirit shown by Forbes pupils. 

what i have asked of the pupils in Clan Forbes over the last 
two years, is that they adopt the principle of sticking together 
and looking out for each other by working together during 
Clan events and by respecting and supporting each other, thus 
promoting the School ethos and values. i am pleased that 
there is so much evidence of this happening in Clan Forbes. 

At the start of the session we set the pace by delivering 
an excellent performance in the Clan dancercise. everyone 
involved put their best foot forward and the performance on 
the day was stylish, coherent and fun to watch. even though 
we did not take first place, it was a great team effort. 

The Clan Quiz was a real success this year. Forbes entered seven 
teams into the first round, with nearly half the clan participating. 
There was a really good atmosphere in the Hall during this 
round, and it was lovely to see the teams, made up of girls and 
boys from all form classes putting their heads together. They 
achieved some very respectable scores, and our leading team 
represented us well on the day of the “Fastest Finger First” final. 

Sophie Melville, gemma Corbett, Andrew Kelso, 
etienne dick, Tom nash and Alejandro Coghill 

did us proud by coming second 
with an excellent score.   

well done. 

Zoe Chick and Kate Falconer have delivered an impressive 
performance on the motion “This House would return 
Albyn to an All girls’ School” at the Clan debate. 
They sounded confident and very convincing; their 
second place in the competition is well deserved. 

Forbes Clan have also been busy fundraising. Our Senior Clan 
leader, Kate Falconer, and her deputies, Jill Russell and Fionna 
ironside, attended the launch event for the giving Tree Appeal 
in november and approached the organisation of our parcel 
collection with enthusiasm. Albyn pupils and their families 
across the whole school have been very generous, and it was a 
humbling experience to watch 108 presents being loaded into 
the Charity’s van for distribution. Thank you so much for your 
generosity! This term’s fundraising event was a bake sale and a 
“guess the Teddy’s birthday” and “guess the number of Sweets 
in the jar” activity. The proceeds will be donated to Scottish 
Air Ambulance. My thanks are due to Kate, Fionna and Jill and 
their team of class Charities’ Reps for organising these events. 

The last two years have been an incredible journey. it has been 
a privilege to watch the pupils in the Clan grow and succeed 
academically as well as in their extra-curricular activities and 
personal development. i am very grateful to all the pupils in Clan 
Forbes for being such good sports. My sincere thanks are also 
due to their form tutors who have supported them tirelessly 
to help them enjoy a great learning experience. As i hand over 
the yellow baton in June to the next Head of Clan Forbes, i do 
so with very mixed emotions: pride at how well the Clan has 
pulled together, confidence that Forbes pupils will continue 
to represent the ethos of the school and the Clan, and a great 
deal of sadness that i will no longer be looking after them.

As i write this, we still have some Clan events ahead of us, and 
everything still to play for. Sports day is approaching fast, and i 
am confident that, once again, Forbes pupils will pull together, 
put their best effort and not let me go out on a limp! Please?

Forbes Clan Leader > Kate Falconer
Head of Clan > Dr Sandra Millar
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Not only have we worked well together as a clan to win lots of competitions and points, but we have also raised a great deal of money for charity.

CLAn RePORT:

gordon
gordon

Another 
brilliant 
day for 
Gordon! 

not only have we worked well together as a clan to win lots of 
competitions and points, but we have also raised a great deal of 
money for charity.

One of the highlights for the gordon clan this year was the 
Christmas Charity event. For both the upper and lower years, this 
event, which included a mince pie delivery service and Santa’s 
grotto, was great fun and raised a lot of money and awareness 
for charity. The later charity event, the gordon’s book of Records, 
was also well received, consisting of a variety of sporting, food-
related and miscellaneous challenges. This is something we hope 
to make an annual event for gordon, following on from last year 
and this year’s success.

Other highlights for the clan include our many achievements 
throughout the year. This year, gordon was also successful in 
baking for the MacMillan Coffee Morning, winning first prize for 
decorating our table, bringing in baked goods and waiting on 
the staff. 

following on fRoM lAsT 
yeAR’s win, goRDon hAs hAD 
A veRy PosiTive yeAR. 

gordon also won both 1st prize and runner up in the Musician of 
the Year award, bagging many extra clan points! Another brilliant 
day for gordon was of course the swimming gala. not only 
was this a triumph for the clan, but also a very fun afternoon, 
involving many pupils from all years.

Overall, this year, Clan gordon has had without a doubt many 
successes, but undeniably, the major success has been the clan 
integrating more and getting to know each other better. From 
events such as dancersize, the Swimming gala, charity events and 
even just clan assemblies, gordon has become much more united.

gordon Clan Leader > Melissa Bremner
Head of Clan > Mrs Kate Tannock



CLAn RePORT:

stuart
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Successfully 
raised over 
£250!

sTuART ClAn leADeR RePoRT:
This academic year has been a huge success for Clan Stuart – 
not only have we held successful charity events and done well 
in many of the clan events, but individuals within Stuart have 
excelled musically, in sport and academically. we managed 
to hold two charity events, one for erskine House, where we 
successfully raised over £250 through a bake sale and selling 
erskine House merchandise (the teddy bears were definitely 
a favourite); as well as another charity event for the dòchas 
education Trust, which is a small Scottish charity that teaches 
women in Malawi how to knit and sow so that they can provide 
school uniforms for their children, which enables them to go 
to school and get an education. we held a bake sale, set up a 
pledge system, and collected 20 pence pieces in Smartie tubes. 
For both events, representatives came to the school and spoke to 
us in assembly about all of the wonderful work they were doing. 
it was wonderful to hear where the money we were raising was 
going, and exactly how it would help. in terms of Clan events, 
we had success as the swimming gala, where we came second, 
as well as the Clan quiz, which we won! Things unfortunately did 
not go so well for us at the Clan debate or dancercise, however i 
can definitely say that all who partook in these events for Stuart 
had a great time participating. Overall, this year has shown how 
dedicated everyone in Stuart has been to their clan, and i hope 
that this hard work has successfully translated into clan points!

Stuart Clan Leader > Freya Lawrence

heAD of ClAn:
Clan Stuart continues to go from strength to strength with 
dedication and hard work by the pupils across a range of 
areas throughout the year. whether preparing for Clan events, 
charity fundraising, or serving in positions of responsibility 
pupils in Stuart have shown a determination and drive to 
succeed and help others throughout the year. Clan activities 
such as dancercise, the Swimming gala, the Clan debate and 
Clan Quiz have seen a range of pupils across all year groups 
participate. i am constantly astounded and humbled by the 
depth of talent within the Clan, whether it be an individual’s 
participating in multiple swimming races or the depth of 
knowledge (some of it useful!) shown by the Clan Quiz team 
as they convincingly retained the trophy from last year. 

One of my favourite parts of being Head of Clan is in recognising 
the pupils hard work and achievements via our system of PdP’s 
(Pupils deserving Praise), Secret Star certificates and the myriad 
of certificates (Music, dofe, sporting, Maths Challenge etc.) 
that i have the pleasure to hand out in Clan assemblies. 

A major focus for the Clan over the last year has been on charities. 
during the Christmas term through a number of events such as a 
bake sale and sale of merchandise, pupils raised money for erskine 
(a charity for veteran servicemen in Scotland). we were visited by 
Mrs Catherine Cowie (an ex-Albyn pupil) who gave a presentation 
during Clan assembly on the work that erskine undertakes. during 
summer term the Clan supported the dòchas education Trust, a 
Scottish charity that works to make and supply school uniforms 
for children in Malawi. denise Sanders and Morag MacPherson 
gave a passionate assembly presentation which fired up pupils 
to raise money for this important cause. Pupils sold a mountain 
of cakes and biscuits, collected pledges, filled Smartie tubes 
with 20p’s and organised a uniform colouring competition.

This year we have been ably served within each year group by 
a variety of pupils who have given their time and energy into 
organising the various events and competitions that have taken 
place, and i thank them for their participation. Special mention 
must go to our two U5 deputy Clan Leaders Kris Anderson and 
Alice Milne who has put a great deal of effort and time into the 
Clan, and especially Freya Lawrence our Clan Leader who has 
ably led Stuart from the front. i thank them all for their help and 
support, next year’s representative have a tough act to follow!

Head of Clan > John Blunsdon

stuart
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nURSeRY:

toddler unit 

The toddler unit is now at full capacity filled with happy and 
healthy 2 year olds, who keep all the staff very busy! we operate 
two groups for the children; Ladybirds and bumble bees. This 
allows staff the time to spend with the children doing a number 
of activities such as; art and craft, baking, outside play, local walks, 
gym sessions, yoga sessions, learning shapes, colours and numbers. 

Miss Addison our fantastic music teacher at Albyn School 
teaches on alternate Mondays and wednesdays which gives 
each child a chance to have a musical experience. The children 
thoroughly enjoy their time with her and have all become much 
more confident joining in with various songs and performing 
the appropriate actions with the musical instruments.

in the toddler unit we deliver the Pre-birth to Three Curriculum 
and the Curriculum for excellence. This works really well if children 
have a birthday in January and February as they will stay with 
us until the following August, giving them slightly longer in the 
Toddler Unit to become big boys and girls. Staff training takes 
place annually and we work very closely with the Ante Pre-School 
as this eases the transition process. Sadly, we will be losing Miss 
Kayleigh McAllan who will become the manager of the Ante 
Pre-School in July. The children will be welcomed by Kayleigh, 
easing the transition and reassuring them of the big change.

The children 
thoroughly enjoy 
their time with 

Miss Addison and have all 
become much more confident 

joining in with various 
songs and performing the 

appropriate actions 
with the musical 

instruments.

well iT hAs been A busy 
yeAR in The ToDDleR uniT. 



nURSeRY:

ante pre-school
we have celebrated several significant events and festivals. 
Over the festive period we researched all about baby 
Jesus and held a Christmas concert for our parents. 
On Robert burns day we had our very own ceilidh and 
enjoyed tasting Scottish food. we have also learnt all 
about Chinese new Year and made beautiful lanterns. 

in March we learned all about people who help us and have 
particularly enjoyed meeting our local Police officer. A doctor 
came into visit the nursery and explained the importance of being 
healthy and looking after our bodies. we have been reinforcing 
this in nursery by promoting healthy eating and introducing body 
works at gym time. we have also recently received a Healthy 
Living Award for healthy eating and promoting a healthy life style.

in easter we learned about baby animals and we had 
embryo eggs in nursery. This encouraged the children 
to be responsible citizens who can care for and look 
after the eggs as they hatch into baby chicks. 

A typical nursery week involves the children in baking, gardening, 
painting, drama, imaginative play, iCT, songs and rhymes, 
puzzles, creative work, drawing, construction, Science Time 
and experiments, stories and lots of physical activities. The 
children also enjoy visiting our nursery library each week where 
they independently choose their own book to take home. 

we hAve hAD A veRy busy 
AnD fun PACkeD yeAR in The 
AnTe PRe-sChool. 

Our specialist music teacher, Miss Addison visits us weekly 
to teach us new songs and rhymes. we have been learning 
lots of new songs for our Summer Concert. The boys 
and girls are looking forward to putting on their shorts 
and shades and singing for their friends and family.

Outside is an extension of the class room and we often move 
the nursery class into our patio area for daily activities and 
games. Regardless of the weather we have been outside 
having fun, whether it has been puddle jumping in the rain, 
sledging in the snow or picnics on sunny days. we have been 
spending lots of time at the local playing fields practising 
races for our Sports day in June. we will be heading to 
Milltimber Playing Fields where our mums and dads will 
join us for bunny races, obstacle races and lots more. 

every term we go on class outings to local parks and 
attractions. Recently we went to Kirkhill Forest for an 
Autumn Adventure and a bear Hunt. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed searching the forest for bears and mini beasts. 

in the Ante Pre-School we aim to provide a happy and 
stimulating environment where all children can develop their 
full potential. we provide a broad and balanced curriculum 
delivered through active learning and first hand experiences.

We have had a very busy and fun packed year in the Ante Pre-School

023



BON ACCORD SHOPPING CENTRE 

 

ALBYN SCHOOL ENTRANCE 

AWARD WINNING DESIGNS 

FOR  

ALBYN SCHOOL 

THE BEST  FOR  

YOUR CHILDREN 

KEPPLESTONE HOUSING 

TALISMAN HQ 

ARCHIAL 
 3 Bon Accord Crescent 

ABERDEEN 
AB11 6XH 

T: + 44 (0) 1224 586277 

F: + 44 (0) 1224 575914 

EDUCATION 

COMMERCIAL 

RESIDENTIAL  

RETAIL 

OFFICES ALSO AT  

ABU DHABI  BIRMINGHAM   CALGARY   

CHICAGO     DETROIT  DUBAI  GLASGOW   

INVERNESS KINGSTON LEEDS  LONDON  

 MONTREAL  MUMBAI  NEWCASTLE   

NEW DEHLI  OTTAWA  SACRAMENTO   

TAMPA      TORONTO  VANCOUVER 

 

ARCHITECTS 
FOR  

ALBYN SCHOOL 
SINCE 2005 



PRe-SCHOOL:

a colourful and jam packed year
This has been a very busy year in the Pre-
School. One of the highlights was being able to 
welcome Miss Orban to our team. Miss Orban 
comes from Spain and she has been teaching 
the children all about Spain. She taught them 
about Spanish words, songs, food and even 
sports. The children were able to sample lots 
of delicious Spanish food and baked their own 
olive bread. 

Some of the class went to football training 
and Miss Orban brought in football cards and 
spoke about famous Spanish football teams. 
They looked at the shapes that make up a 
football pitch and the numbers of the players.

in the Pre-School they feel quite lucky to have 
children who have travelled all over the world 
in their class. Two of the parents, who are 
French, came in to give a talk about living in 
France and to teach some French words and 
songs and elie’s mum brought us in books 
and pictures all about France. both the ladies 
brought delicious pastries for the children to 
sample. Merci beaucoup!

Teaching the children all about Spain

The ChilDRen weRe Able To sAMPle loTs of DeliCious 
sPAnish fooD AnD bAkeD TheiR own olive bReAD.

The children decided they would like to 
build, not the eiffel Tower, but the Albyn 
Tower in the Pre-School and made their 
own Art gallery where they displayed their 
own paintings of the Mona Lisa. 

As well as learning about different 
countries the Pre-School has decided to 
become eco-friendly. Some of our children 
found litter in our little den so we have 
been learning about how we can do our 
bit to look after our environment. we have 
been recycling and have all been litter 
monitors helping to keep our play areas 
litter free. 

we have also been learning about what 
plants we should have in our garden that 
will encourage insects like ladybirds, bees 
and butterflies. we visited a local garden 
Centre and spoke to a very nice lady who 
helped us. we are now looking forward 
to looking after our plants and helping to 
protect our world. 

The children decided they would 
like to build, not the Eiffel 
Tower, but the Albyn Tower.

Painting Mona Lisa Smelling the flowers

Litter 
monitors

Visit
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        www.jcca.co.uk
Contact us: Niall Farquarson, Joint Office Managing Partner, 
Bishop’s Court, 29 Albyn Place, Aberdeen, AB10 1YL   

T: 01224 212222

To ensure our clients receive the best service, we continually invest in 
the training and development of our staff. This means we can say with 
confidence that we have the best people in the business. 

In business every day 
is a school day

Have the advantage 
from the starting blocks.
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LOweR 1A & b:

curricular areas and poems

easter is new life, easter is bunnies, easter is hot cross buns, 
easter is love.

> Phoebe Rattray

easter is love and friends, easter is bunnies and chocolate, 
easter is hot cross buns, easter is when Jesus died.

> Sonia Erwig

easter is chocolate eggs, easter is new life, easter is love, easter is chicks. 

> Catherine Bell

easter is hot cross buns, easter is chocolate eggs, 
easter is chocolate bunnies, easter is Jesus on the cross.

> Ewan Michie

nuMeRACy
Lower 1 have lots of fun with interactive maths. we play lots of 
games, inside and out, to help with addition and subtraction. 
we search for 2d and 3d shapes everywhere. we like to be 
shopkeepers and bankers to help to learn about money.

liTeRACy
inky Mouse, Snake and bee have helped us to learn 
all of our sounds. now we love to read and write!

soCiAl sTuDies
we love to learn about the world we live in. each 
day we discover something new. Sometimes we take 
our learning outdoors and go on adventures!

sCienCe
Science is all around us. Through exploring our 
environment, nature and ourselves we learn some 
fascinating facts. we were mini doctors and professors 
in science week and carried out exciting experiments.

iCT
we love visiting our iCT buddies! They help us 
to work on our computer skills. we have created 
pictures, cards, posters and poems. we can't 
wait to find out what we will get to do next.

ART
we are creative and artistic. we design and build 
models, paint, draw and explore colour. On our 
adventures we love to create environmental art too. we 
learn about different artists. we used Picasso and Monet 
watercolours as inspirations for hot and cold colours. 
we can't wait to go to the Upper School art department.

eAsTeR PoeMs

sTAR PoeMs

Stars look twinkly. Stars sound very quiet.
Stars taste like coffee. Stars feel soft and squidgy.

Stars smell like flowers.
> Sameera Angus

Stars look sparkly. Stars sounds like pop pop pop.
Stars taste like melted chocolate. Stars feel soft. 

Stars smell like lemon.
> Isla Moneypenny

eACh DAy we DisCoveR 
soMeThing new.



We play lots of games, inside and out!!
outside
adventures

Helping the 
younger pupils

We have 
the answer!

Puppet master
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Fun times



LOweR 2A & b:

houses   
and homes 

name?

loweR 2A AnD b exPloRe 
houses ThRough 

ThoughTs AnD PoeMs.

> Laura Duringer

> Kelly Campbell



i loved the topic! we learnt 
about Houses and Homes. we 
walked around gladstone Place 
and looked at the different 
homes there. we took photos 
and sketched some of the 
houses when we got back 
to school. There were lots of 
different types of houses. 

> Rory Moir

The project was Houses and 
Homes. we learned about 
different types of houses and i 
liked learning about different 
types of roofs. we learnt there 
are lots of different houses in 
the world. The type of house 
you live in might depend on 
the climate of the place where 
you live. i liked making clay 
igloos and my second favourite 
activity was drawing 3d houses. 

> Thomas Pearce

we did lots of fun activities! 
we learned there are lots 
of different types of houses 
around the world. i liked the 3d 
drawings the most because it 
was interesting and a challenge. 
we made an igloo as well. we 
learned about water colours 
and we even had a walk 
around the block to look at the 
houses near Albyn School. 

> Gregor Macleod

PRoJeCT ThoughTs

My home looks like a 
beautiful starlight

My home smells like 
pink perfume

My home tastes like 
food and flowers

My home sounds like 
beautiful flowers

My home feels like silver stars

> Anya Lazlo 

My home looks like a 
big block of bricks

My home smells like 
lemon and lime

My home tastes like 
chilli and chicken

My home sounds like 
bats and beetles

My home feels like 
soft snuggly sofas

> Sophie Gillick 

My home feels like a 
nice and new house

My home smells like beautiful 
blue blooming flowers

My home tastes like 
delicious dinners

My home sounds 
like toys turning

My home feels like soft sofas

> Katie Cooper 

My home looks like 
shimmering starts shining

My home smells like 
sweet sweet sweeties

My home tastes like 
candy corn colour

My home sounds like 
dirty dogs digging

My home feels like cosy 
comfort on the couch

> Nuala Waugh 

PRoJeCT PoeMs

I liked the 3D 
drawings the most 

because it was interesting 
and a challenge. 

> Finn Bryce

> Aoife Lim
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> Jessica Freeman



LOweR 3A & b:

the romans

L3A got visited by a Roman soldier 
called gaius Julius Promethius 
Micinnius. He showed us how to 
march the Roman way, it was fun. 

> Yuanne Davidson

Lower 3 went to the museum to 
learn about the Romans. we learnt 
about Roman coins, we sorted 
objects into real Roman ones and 
more modern ones. At the end 
we had a quiz. it was great fun. 

> Sam Doherty

Lower 3b, Albyn School
Queen’s Road, Aberdeen
Ab15 4Pb

18th March, 2013

Dear Miss MOrrisOn
Thank you for everything, the wax tablet, the 
latin words and the seats that they had to stay 
still on. i thought they were very interesting 
and i really enjoyed it. Thank you.

Yours sincerely 
> Ricardo Barrera-Forsyth

A look AT 3A AnD b’s RoMAn 
PRoJeCT, A Mix of ADvenTuRe, 
PoeMs AnD MyThology.

Here's what 
happened next...



RoMAn goD / goDDess
neptune is the Roman god of water and sea. 
His brothers were called Jupiter and Pluto. 
neptune carried a trident, which is like a 
three pronged fork. neptune rode a dolphin 
or a horse. That is why when there are big 
waves in the sea we call them sea horses. 

> Owen Arris

Concordia was the Roman goddess of agreement. 
She had several temples in Rome. The oldest 
was in the Forum, an important meeting 
place. She was of special importance to the 
emperors of Rome and the imperial family. 

> Isla Petty

RoMAn PoeM
A roman soldier carried a sack on his back.
The enemy attacked and he go a whack.
next he fell to the ground.
Just then he heard a sound.
The enemies marched back to base.
The hung their heads in disgrace.
Then he ate the meat.
This was a nice treat.

> Ethan Daly

PAnDoRA’s box 
Long, long ago there was a lady called Pandora and her 
husband called epimetheus. One day they were walking 
in the garden and he said, “it’s your anniversary present!” 
it was a wonderful golden box. Pandora’s husband 
said, “do not open it while i am gone.” Then she 
replied, “i promise i won’t open the big, golden box.” 

while her husband was gone she heard a noise coming 
from the box, it was saying, “Help me Pandora! it’s 
very dark in here! Please let me out! Your husband 
locked us in here!”“why would he do that?” asked 
Pandora. “because he hates us!” “but he doesn’t hate 
anyone in this world!” she replied. “well, he does 
hate us!”Then Pandora said, “well we can’t leave you 
in there all alone.” So she cut the ropes on it. The lid 
flew open. Some ugly animals flew out of the box. 

Then she shouted for help from the house. epimetheus 
ran out of the house, “what is it?” Then he looked at 
the box, “why did you open the box when i told you 
not to?” “but they were crying my name.” “That’s 
what they do! They trick people to let them out!”

The animals stung both of them and flew out into 
the distance. Then they both heard another sound 
saying, “we can help you, i promise.” Then Pandora 
said, “we should not open it should we?” “well!” 
replied epimetheus, “it could not get any worse!” So 
Pandora flung open the box, then a shining, golden 
butterfly flew out of the box, “ i can make all of this 
go away.” “Thank you so, so much for helping us.” 

> Rebecca Watson
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The enemy 
approaches So it begins 

- charge !



LOweR 4A:

the egyptians

The boy king - TuTAnkhAMun
My name is Tutankhamun,
i like to sit at night 
by the river nile,
And watch the reflection 
of the moon
This makes me happy 
and makes me smile.

i was nine when i became king,
My throne and Crown 
were too big,
All i wanted was to 
play and sing,
My only real friend was 
a little stuffed pig.

i tragically died at the 
age of eighteen,
And i was hastily buried in 
the valley of the Kings,
i was mourned by my subjects 
as well as my queen,
i was buried with much 
treasure including gold rings.

> Andrew Jamieson

sPhinx of gizA
i am the sphinx of giza
You can stop and have a drink
You can have some pizza
but please don’t leave a stick

i guard a very old tomb
You’ve probably seen before
i can’t really see a room
but i see when people 
go through the door

i have great pointy ears
i can hear you very well
it’s easy to face my fears
You see i’m brave as well.

> Amelie Waugh

RA RoCks
My favourite god is Ra
He is the best by far
He is the god of sun
He is so much fun

Ra has the head of a falcon
He’s certainly not Majorcan
The sun disk rests on his head
but now he rows to bed

> Tiaan Truter

i AM A PhARAoh
i am a pharaoh
i have a long beard 
‘Cause i let my hair grow
And people think i’m weird

i am a pharaoh
i have a long nose
And i look like a scarecrow
when i do a good pose

i am a pharaoh
i am very thin
They call me narrow arrow
And i have a pointy chin

> Laura Patterson

bAsTTe DAughTeR of RA
i fly across the sky
On a look out for a snake
As silent as i can make

His name is apep
He wants to steal the sun
Perhaps i can catch 
him with a net
That would be quite fun

Sometimes he would win
He would swallow the 
sun and make is dark
we would all shout 
and make a din
Until the sun returns again 
and dogs would bark

> Kiera Whyte

CleoPATRA
My name is Cleopatra
Hiding in my tomb
Just one look from me 
will send you to your doom!

i like to bathe
in lots of milk
i hear it makes my skin like silk

i’m Queen of egypt
Ruler of them all
i wear my jewels that shine
when Caesar comes to call,

> Sarah Walker

> En Ming



LOweR 4b:

scotland!

sCoTTish lAnDsCAPes
Sailing in the loch, 

appreciating the views.

Climbing up bennachie, 
drinking highland water.

Fishing in the don, 
becoming very cold.

Horse riding through the 
woods, observing the animals.

golfing in deeside, 
sketching as i go.

SCOTLAnd

Country of Landscapes

> Kelly Grant

The beAuTiful lAnD 
of sCoTlAnD

Rowing through the lochs, 
enjoying the view.

Hiking up bennachie, 
having a lovely time.

bird-watching in the woods, 
spotting pigeons.

Sailing in the sea, 
fishing as i go.

Horse riding in the fields, 
jumping over fences.

SCOTLAnd

Land of views

> Emma Hardy

The beAuTy of sCoTlAnD
Skiing in the Lecht, 
enjoying the view.

golfing at deeside, 
putting lots of holes.

Hiking up bennachie, 
stopping for some water.

water-skiing over the loch, 
admiring its beauty.

Cycling around the moorlands, 
sketching the scenery.

SCOTLAnd

Land of Joy

> Pranav Thamari Sarvanan

> Charlotte MacKenzie 

>Taya Bryce
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sCoTlAnD
walking through the woods, 

catching nature.

Running up the hill, 
enjoying a snack.

golfing on grass, driving 
through the course.

Rowing in the river, competing 
against each other.

Sailing over the loch, 
looking at the fish.

SCOTLAnd

Land of the Rising Sun

> Kai Crawford



LOweR 5A & b:

viking project

viking wARRioR
i can see green land 
up in the north,
i can hear village people 
screaming while we take 
them for our thralls,
i can feel the splintering oar 
as we sail into the bay,
i can taste blood as i get 
head-butted to the floor,
i can smell burning huts as 
they fall to the ground.

i can see children clutching 
their mother never letting go,
i hear the screams as the 
beat the unwanted,
i feel the whip as it is 
my turn to beat,
i taste saliva as i start to feel 
sorry for these Saxsons,
i smell the feast as i go 
down to the town hall 
for the celebration,

i can see the food piled 
up on the table,
i hear the musicians play,
i touch the food as i 
put it on my plate,
i taste the cloud berries as 
they pop in my mouth,
i smell the logs burning 
in the fire.

i see my child as he 
gracefully falls asleep,
i hear my wife calling 
me for bed,
i touch my axe as i go 
chopping for fire wood,
i taste my porridge as i 
have it for my breakfast,
i smell newly baked bread.

Life is hard being a viking
would you like be one?

> Matthew Riddell

no going bACk
i see my family running in terror,
There is no going back, 
not now, not ever.
As they came near i 
watched a fight,
i see the swords shine 
in the light.

if i came close they 
would kill me, i know,
There is no going back, 
not now, not ever.
i want to stay here 
forever and ever,
next to the sea, and 
fields of heather.

Here i am across the border,
There is no going back, 
not now, not ever.
i spend every day 
answering orders,
They don’t care i am 
used as fodder.

Once upon a time  
(That means never)
My village was sweet 
as warm as the fire,
but there is no going back 
not now not ever.

> Martha Sheal

will i eveR geT bACk?
i see disgusted glares every day,
And rich people all round.
My life was turned 
upside down,
That day, when i was found.

i hear all the animals 
on the farm,
And people shouting orders.
i have done what i’ve been told,
That day i crossed the border.

i touch my dreams in my sleep,
They feel so very close.
My family that i love so much,
is the thing i miss the most.

i taste the slop that i am given,
it makes me want to be sick.
if i had the chance to choose, 
i know which life i’d pick. 

i smell the stench of 
my dirty body,
i do so want to be clean.
but away that goes 
with my other life,
Once upon a dream.

i would give anything to 
go back to britain,
All my belongings and more.
if and when i get 
there i will rest,
because now my body will 
forever be aching and sore.

> Mairi MacEwan

A DeAD villAge
i hear mud squelching 
beneath my heavy feet,
i see monks fleeing 
away with gold,
i feel sorry.
i smell smoke and ash 
from burning huts,
i can feel cold bloody 
blade of the sword,
i can taste the sweat running 
down my forehead
i feel sorry.

i can hear children 
crying and running,
i can see the mangled 
corpses of monks,
i can smell other vikings,
i want to vomit.
i can feel the softness 
of the wind,
i can taste spit in my 
mouth rising up,
i want to vomit.

i hear rain pittering and 
pattering on my helmet,
i see bodies hanging 
motionless from a noose,
i feel sorry.
i smell blood and fear 
from the people fleeing,
i taste bitter and sour 
air on my tongue,
i feel sad…and sorry.

i hear horns and other 
vikings shouting,
i see heads on sticks,
i want to vomit. i feel sorry.
i smell terror in people’s hearts,
i feel my heart sinking 
in monotomy,
i taste dirt in my dry mouth,
i want to vomit. i feel sorry.

> Ross Ferguson

A look AT 5A AnD b’s viking 
PRoJeCT. A Mix of PoeMs 
AnD shoRT sToRies.

Life is hard 
being a Viking...

Would you like 
to be one?
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sTowAwAy
Olaf just stood there. Then he asked the little girl what was wrong? 
she replied ‘My Father, Mother and my little brother Tim just left 
it was like they just disappeared! i’m not sure what happened? 
the girl continued, last night my dad called me a hopeless viking 
and my mum agreed, Tim just sniggered, but i didn’t think they 
really meant it. They’d never leave me on my own like this. The 
girl’s eyes were now flooding with tears. They ran down her 
pale face. Olaf didn’t know what to say a few seconds later he 
replied ‘don’t worry i’ll stay with you. A faint smile crossed her 
face she’d stopped crying but her face was still blotchy and red. 
Olaf smiled sweetly at her .Then it went silent. You could only 
hear the river running, the birds tweeting and the girl sniffing. 
Olaf said “we should go to the woods before anyone finds us.” 
Olaf led the girl to a forest. She’d never been in a forest before. 
it was full with blue birds and bees were buzzing, the sky was 
deep blue. Olaf led the girl to a hollow tree. He had tied his 
scarf around it. He put some damp leaves at the bottom to 
make it comfortable. He collected some twigs to make a fire. 

He took a sack out of his little pocket and handed her some beans 
she didn’t know what to do with them. Olaf told her to eat them. 
The girl ate them, she smiled. Olaf wondered through the forest 
with Stephanie (that’s the girl’s name). They stopped for a minute, 
in front of them stood an army of vikings! Stephanie nearly ran 
straight into them, but Olaf luckily stopped her. She tried and 
tried to get out of Olaf’s grip but it was too tight. Stephanie was 
desperate to see her dad but Olaf knew he wasn’t there. After 
the battle was finished Olaf took Stephanie to the remains of the 
battle. There was Stephanie’s dad on the floor. Stephanie cried 
but Olaf was there to comfort her. She wept, curled up. Then she 
thought, what about the rest of her family? “i must find them.” 
Steph cried. She stood up and went to look for them. They trawled 
through the battle field desperately looking for them. Just as the 
sun was going down, both Olaf and Steph had started to give up. 
They started to make their way back to the woods for shelter. They 
heard some voices shouting in the distance, who was it? She so 
hoped it would be her mum or her brother. They clambered back 
down towards the battle field and began the search again… 

> Toni Shaw

I hope it floats

Future engineer

on guard !



LOweR 6A:

vile victorians

The ACToRs MADe iT MoRe 
inTeResTing by PuTTing A TwisT 
in how The sToRy wAs TolD.

On the 25th of April 2013 the lower 6s all went to see The vile 
victorians at the theatre. it was about three people who told vile 
stories about the victorians. Someone then comes in to join the 
three, but she was really from the government as an inspector. 
Some of their stories were the Tay bridge disaster, Queen victoria 
and Mrs Amelia dyer. Mrs Amelia dyer was a baby farmer. She 
would take babies that couldn’t be looked after, mostly because 
people were too poor to look after them, for £5. She actually took 
babies and killed them by throwing in the river Thames, starving 
them to death or just murdered them. Luckily the police force was 
onto her and she was court. She was sentenced to be hanged but 
for a couple of weeks she was in jail. She died in 1896 after being 
hung. People reckon she killed 400 babies in twenty years. next 
was Franz Müller the first steam train killer. His first victim was 
Thomas briggs. Since there weren’t any corridors you had to stay in 
the same carriage the whole way, which was unlucky for Thomas 
briggs. Franz Müller opened the door of the carriage and pushed 
briggs out Franz Müller was hung and died on the 14th november 
1864. in 1877 in Scotland an engineer called Thomas bouch.

> Daniel Smith

On the 25th of April, the primary sixes went to see ‘The vile 
victorians’ in the HMT. i really enjoyed it because it was really 
funny. At first, the people sung a song about the victorians. 
when they were almost finished, an ordinary lady was standing 
in the background. i was slightly confused, and i thought there 
was some mistake. i then found out that she wanted to be part 
of the show. She was called Mrs Tree. The group of four people 
told us lots of gruesome tales. One of them was about a wicked 
lady called Mrs Amelia dyer. She was a baby farmer. Amelia killed 
hundreds of babies. Another one was about how children had 
to go to work at such an early age. The actors made it more 
interesting by putting a twist in how the story was told. They 
changed the amazing show ‘britain’s got talent’ into ‘britain’s 
got bravery.’ There was a child chimney sweeper, a child factory 
worker and a child trapper. After the interval the show was 
mainly in 3d. One of the stories in 3d was about the Tay bridge 
disaster. The Tay bridge was badly constructed due to the engineer, 
Sir Thomas bouch, taking the pillars away because of money. i 
think this show was one of my favourites and i learnt a lot.

> Tessa Yau



LOweR 6b:

energy
and forces 

during our project we had a scientist called dr Francis come to 
our class and speak to us about energy and Forces. when he was 
here he told us about energy and he brought with him some 
circuit building equipment so we could make our own. Almost 
throughout our project we had great fun; making parachutes 
out of string, plastic a bags and cello tape. Once we had made 
the 7cm wide square out of the plastic. we dropped them of 
the top of the Lower School stairs and down to the yellow floor. 
My partner Finlay and i got an amazing drop of just under 2 sec. 
Once we all had three goes we went back to the class room and 
made the parachutes smaller so they were just about 3cm wide 
and then we dropped them another three times. when we had 
finished we recorded our times and thought about how it could 
have been a fairer test. we all thought we could have made the 
timing a little more accurate and also with the drop itself.

> Robbie Shaw

This TeRM loweR 6b's 
PRoJeCT wAs eneRgy 
AnD foRCes.

we learned lots of 
things about Forces, 
they are push, pull and 
twist. we made posters 
about forces and posters about 
energy. Mrs Fuery taught us about     circuits, we played 
an energy bingo game, made   circuits and wrote 
about them. A visitor came and told us how to make a lemon-
battery. we also made parachutes for lego-men and dropped 
them down the stairs and we timed them too. Me and my 
partner emily got a time of 3 seconds, to get from the blue 
floor to the yellow floor. we had a great time overall.

> Rebecca Hardy

Lower 6 pupils
get involved 
in physics. 
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LOweR 7A & b:

stuka roosting

i sit in the front of my hanger,
Apparently asleep,
My job is to kill, 
And terrorise as well. 

i am the fastest, 
So in style as well,
My sleek, shiny body and
My pointed nose. 

My slaves keep me clean, 
After all my successful missions,
i do not just sit and think, 
i kill and destroy cities. 

i glide along with the wind, 
who would notice me?
down i swoop all set,
My siren’s wailing after me.

down goes the bomb, 
And up comes the smoke,
Hear the sound of terror,
in my tiny ears.

i rule the skies,
i risk my life,
nobody is better than i, 
The great Stuka.

> Laura Gow

we based our poetry, 
‘Stuka Roosting’ on a poem 
entitled ‘Hawk Roosting’ 
by the poet Ted Hughes.
in the poem Hughes 
uses personification in 
order to give the Hawk a 
voice and an opinion.
The Hawk sees itself as a 
supreme being where the 
earth is created for it.
‘The convenience of the high 
trees! The air’s buoyance 
and the sun’s ray are of 
advantage to me.’
in our poems entitled ‘Stuka 
Roosting’ the Stuka was a 
german weapon of terror 
and like the Hawk it could see 
itself as a supreme being. 

> Eve Littlewood

i rest on my hanger,
Ready to fly,
i’m remembering clearly,
My last time.

what a magnificent 
trip, 13000 ft. high
dive-bombing peasants, 
300 mph
Killing them all as others cower,
My perfect form, so 
tough and rugged,
Terrorizing: the streets 
full of blood.

That wonderful feeling when 
i’m about to take off.
i’m up in the sky with 
the sun behind me,
Flew to France to dive-bomb,
My wailing sirens 
bursting ear drums.

Such excitement, 
corpses all round,
And the survivors? in 
blood they’ll all drown
now i go back to germany,
To celebrate my great victory.

now the slaves put me 
back on my hanger,
As they repaint me with the 
signs of Hitler, the father,
My wise mind is finally at peace,
nothing moving, not 
flies, nor bees.

And so i wait till the morrow,
Another mission will come. 
but my duty for the day is
Finally done.

> Liz Barrera-Forsyth 

i sit in my hanger 
feeling vivacious
All of a sudden my 
people come to me.
They come and polish me 
until i look fantastic
i am matchless, 
perfect and fierce.

He comes to me and 
helps me to fly high.
As i fight for Lebensraum, 
my country and i,
i zoom up feeling 
terrorizing and villainous
i feel ready, i feel perfect 
ready or not!

i look down at the predator 
i am about to eat
Then i drop four bombs below.
My engine roaring as 
the sirens sounds
nothing can stop me now.

i drop several more bombs 
the outcome is great!
i feel better than ever as 
fire blazes on land.
My work is done here
it’s time to get back.

i dive down to the ground
go back to my hanger.
My people are waiting
This isn’t the end…

My dive breaks are ready
And so are my machine guns.
The engine is firing- it’s 
time to have fun
i will survive for immortality.

> Zoe Walker

inTRoDuCTion PoeMs



infantry division 11
normandy
France
June 7th 1944

infantry division 11
normandy
France
June 7th 1944

dear Ma,

You might not get this but i’m 
writing to tell you that i’m alive 
and well. i won’t be able to tell 
you much otherwise the censor 
will blot it out but i’ll give you 
all the information i can.

by the time we reached France, 
i actually wanted to get onto 
the beach because i was so 
seasick. we were the second 
group to land on the beach. 
it was a living hell. we were 
shocked at how many defences 
were there. Machine gun 
bullets pinned off the sides of 
the boats. when i got onto the 
beach, i ran. The cold seawater 
had leaked into my boots and 
i was getting tired. Men were 
screaming all around me. The 
sky was lit up from explosions. 
i ran past pill boxes, clambered 
up a shingle bank and climbed 
up a cliff. i sprinted past a 
number of machine gun nests 
and blew up one; that gave 
me courage so i ran on for 
what seemed like an hour.

i reached the coast road (that 
was our meeting point) and 
found some of my division. 
Sadly my best friend, James 
didn’t turn up that day 
along with many others.

How’s everything going on 
back home? is everybody 
okay? next we are going to try 
and push back the germans 
and liberate France- i’ll write 
to you once it’s over.

Love from,
Your son, Jim

P.S.- Please give my love to Papa 
and the rest of the family. 

> Ella White

Paratroopers: 657931642
normandy 
France
7th of June 1944

dear Henry,

if you get this letter, tell 
your Ma i’m okay. i can’t tell 
you the full details about 
the battle right now but i 
will when i’m home (which 
i hope to do soon). 

Our division of paratroopers 
landed yesterday morning on 
Sword beach. we were the 
first division to land safely 
on the beach. On the way 
down we had to dodge these 
guns firing at us but the 
only thing we could do was 
keep our heads down and 
pray they wouldn’t hit us.

when we landed it was more 
like a swamp than a beach. 
we had to wade through 
swamp after swamp, it was 
exhausting. when we had 
finished we just wanted to 
sleep but we couldn’t had to 
dig under the barbed wire. 
we dug for our lives hoping 
and wishing the germans 
wouldn’t catch us up. The 
sand went into our fingernails 
and it was disgusting. 
Although we managed to 
outrun the germans.

when we got past the barbed 
wire we came face-to-face with 
them, they had been waiting 
for us. i was so frightened but 
luckily i made it past without 
any injuries. we then ran 
as fast as we could past the 
pill-boxes. That was horrifying 
because one of the bullets 
went straight past my left ear.

i have got some good news 
though, we are pushing them 
back. we all feel like we are 
winning. i really miss everyone 
back home but i feel the battle 
is almost over. i love and miss 
you all SO! much. i’m always 
hungry here so i hope for a 
feast when i come home.

Lots of Love,
dad

> Alex Shaw

infantry division 12
normandy
France
7th June 1944 

dear dad,

i’m not sure when or if 
you’ll get this letter but i’m 
just reassuring you that i’m 
okay. i have to be careful 
what i say otherwise the 
censor will scribble it out 
until there’s nothing left.

My wave got onto the beach 
at 7:00 am; it was crammed 
in the boat we were in. All 
that i could hear was the loud 
explosions from the ships 
further out at sea it reminded 
me of a one sided tennis match. 
As the ramp fell down onto 
the beach i could see how bad 
it actually was, machine gun 
fire was pinning of the side of 
the boat. i came to the side of 
the boat and felt worried but 
i had to jump. i came to the 
shingles and i slowed down 
a lot but i made it without a 
wound. There were four draws 
at the cliff which i could get 
up. There was about four 
machine gun nests around 
me but the paratroopers 
helped take them out.

we managed to take over 
the beach within 24 hours. 
i felt relieved as soon as we 
took over the beach but 
unfortunately there were quite 
a few casualties. The general 
says that we will probably 
move south heading for 
Paris next. So far i’m fine.

Love from

> Josh Minty 

infantry div. 63
normandy
France
6th June 1944

dear Ma and Pa, 

i hope you get this letter soon 
because i wanted you to know 
i am safe. i guess that when 
you read this letter my news 
will not be top secret but still 
i have to watch what i write. 

My division was part of the 2nd 
wave attacking gold beach. 
it seemed that at one point 
it would have been a happy 
place but now it was dismal 
and depressed. i had to swim 
a little way to the beach and 
the water was dreadfully cold. 
The nazis had put up a row 
of barbed wire and there was 
a shingle bank but that didn’t 
stop us. it felt like being in a 
snow-globe getting tossed 
around as smoke and flashes of 
light filled the air around me.

i have heard stories that the 
USA had many more casualties 
than us, i feel very lucky that 
it was not i who was made 
to fight through that pain.

As i sit here now, listening to 
the wave’s crash onto the sand 
i am thinking of you. Tell John 
that i still remember him and 
tell Simon that i miss him a lot.

So far i am fine,
Hoping to see you soon.

Your son Andrew 

> Abigail Byrne
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LOweR SCHOOL:

science week

There were some great activities for the Lower School pupils.  
The science week was organised in union with national Science  
and engineering week which is supported by the british   
Science Association.

The Lower 3 pupils took part in some interesting experiments too 
such as interesting inks, Yo-yo raisins, inflating balloons, Surface 
Tension and how to use tomato sauce to make coins looks  
shiny again. 

Our Lower 4 pupils had a special visitor dr Zosia 
Miedzybrodzka who told them about gene sequencing 
and how they gene sequenced Tutankhamen and found 
out who his parents were and how he might of died. This 
linked in well with their project on the egyptians. 

Pupils in the Lower School looked at how everyday substances 
work in science experiments. Our Lower 6 pupils worked out 
how specific combinations of chemicals in everyday products 
caused a reaction with one another The pupils were organised 
into groups; some looking at extracting food colouring 
from M&M sweets to discover which colour was strongest. 
The second group looked at how inserting mint flavoured 
sweets into bottles of cola caused a chemical reaction.

Our Lower 6 and 7 pupils also visited the Upper School 
Science Laboratories, the Upper School Science teachers 
showed them around the labs and explained what 
the instruments and equipment are and what they 
are used for in Chemistry, Physics and biology.

ouR loweR sChool sCienCe 
Co-oRDinAToR AnD The loweR 
sChool TeACheRs oRgAniseD  
A sCienCe week fRoM fRiDAy  
8 MARCh To fRiDAy 15 MARCh. 

Science is fun !At work in the labs
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liTeRACy fun in The loweR sChool
Albyn’s Lower School literacy co-ordinator; Miss Lauren brooks, 
along with all of the Lower School teachers organised a variety 
of fun activities throughout the year to celebrate our young 
readers and writers. The aim of our whole school literacy project 
is to celebrate reading and writing through interesting activities. 
The project is designed to encourage all our pupils to take 
part and for them to further develop and demonstrate their 
literacy skills to each other and the wider Albyn Community. 

inTeRACTive DooR Design
As part of the literacy project pupils from all class were asked to 
design their classroom door showcasing their class’s favourite 
book. The door had to be bright and colourful and they had to 
make the door as interactive as possible. Caroline Clough, the 
author of “Red Fever” and Mrs McPherson the school librarian 
were the judges of the competition. All the classes did very well 
in decorating their class doors. The third prize went to Lower 6A 
with “Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief” Lower 3A came 
second with “where’s Spot” and Lower 3b came first with “The 
Cat in the Hat” L3b won and received £50 of book vouchers!

All the classes did brilliantly. well done to L3b!

> Mairi MacEwan (L5)

sToRyTelling by The loweR 7 book Club
Members of the Lower 7 book club got the chance to tell some 
of the younger pupils in Lower 1, 2 and 3 about their favourite 
books. The Lower 7 members enjoyed the listeners’ reactions to 
the stories they read them. The books were called; “The day Louis 
got eaten, Solomon Crocodile and Jack and the Flumflum Tree.”

My favourite book was Jack and the Flumflum Tree 
because i liked the rhyme in it, it made me laugh.   
i really enjoyed Reading and writing week. 

> Evie Bell (L3)

fAvouRiTe woRD
Pupils across the whole of the Lower School were asked to choose 
what their favourite word was. They then took part in making 
a large display for everyone to see. Pupils had to design their 
own speech bubble and put their favourite word inside. The 
pupils then got their photo taken next to their speech bubble. 

everyone’s design was amazing and the displays looked fabulous! 

> Alex Shaw (L7)

book PRoJeCTs
To encourage creative writing each pupil in the Lower School 
was asked to produce their very own book. every class had 
a particular theme of fiction or non-fiction that they had to 
base their book on. The pupils spent a lot of time researching, 
writing down their ideas and planning to start drafting their 
work. The pupils also designed their own covers during their 
Art lessons. Once the pupils were finished writing their own 
books, all of the parents were invited to a book launch.

Lower 7b held their launch first and the parents all thoroughly 
enjoyed looking at our non-fiction books on Space. 

> Stephanie Walker (L7)

LOweR SCHOOL:

reading week

Pupils had to design 
their own speech bubble 
and put their favourite 

word inside. 



ART:

viking art

Amy Innes (L5)
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Natallia Mudkavi (L5)
Maurizio De Gennaro Sorrentino (L5)



ART:

bird study

Hannah Jarret (L6)
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Robbie Gregory (L6) Saskia Robson (L6)

Rebecca Hardy (L6)



My wife and  I  recently  threatened   our eldest 
with  an  evening  tutor  if  he  didn’t  knuckle 
down  to  two  hours  of  homework  or  study 
every night. Not only would the tutor provide a 
guarantee of homework  and  revision  activity, 
the  sessions would be void of  social  interrup‐
tion from the phones, iPads and other interac‐
tive gadgets that distract their every move.  

When  I  was  a  boy,  my  mother  turned  my 
friends away  from  the  front door when  I was 
doing my homework. How are we supposed to 
do that now? The doorbell hasn’t rung and yet 
I can hear that all friends are present. The new 
iPad window is a significant development over 
Brian Cant’s square, round and arched equiva‐
lents. Today, all of those with  interest ‐ every‐
one  it would  seem  ‐  can  survey  our  home  in 
real time and even explore the contents of the 
kitchen fridge! 

And so with  the  threat of a  tutor  remaining,  I 
took to creating a few basic rules which stipu‐
lated that homework was to be done in a pub‐
lic  area  of  the  home  with  all  phones  docked 
downstairs during periods of home  study and 
bedtime.  

Of  course  rules are pointless without policing 
and with our own busy schedules  it’s not easy 
finding  the  time  to engage  in constant patrol. 
iPhone  confiscation  remains  a  powerful 
weapon  in  our  parental  armoury,  but  enter 
“the  men  from  Mother”  who  have  outshone 
themselves with this addition …. 

 1st  they  have  positioned  a  couple  of  Wi‐Fi 

access points around  the home  to ensure  full 
coverage.  These  control  two  Wi‐Fi  networks; 
one for the kids and another one for Mum and 
Dad. The Wi‐Fi network for Mum and Dad isn’t 
advertised  so  the  kids  can’t  see  it.  It  has  a 
different  password  too  so  they’re  stuffed  re‐
gardless. 

2nd  is  a  replacement  for  the  low‐end,  cheap 
and  cheerful  home‐hubby  firewall  that’s  nor‐
mally  supplied  with  your  broadband.  Smartly 
configured,  it  recognises  devices  connecting 
via the ‘Kids’ Wi‐Fi and automatically applies a 
set of rules: 

1.  Block suspect material.   

2.  Only  permit  Internet  access  at  given 
times. For us that’s weekdays (SMTWT) 
between  7am  and  7:45pm  and  week‐
ends (FS) between 7am and 10:45pm. 

3.  Send a daily report to Dad summarising 
what they’ve been up to. 

Brilliant! On a school night at 7:45pm all Skype 
and  Internet  social  sessions  die.  No  matter 
what the device, they can’t get on the Internet. 
There’s  peace  in  the  home  once  more  and 
opportunities  exist  for  homework  or,  dare  I 
say, something a little creative. 

The kids are now used  to  the  regime and are 
quite accepting of it. Occasionally they request 
that  restrictions  be  lifted.  On  extended  holi‐
days  sometimes we do,  sometimes we don’t. 
The schedules are very easy to change but oh 
to have such power! 

Now I know what you’re thinking ….  

“What’s the point of policing Wi‐Fi  if they can 
revert to 3G and text on their mobile phones?”  
Well, “a man from Mother” has got that licked 
too!  

 

Steve Redhead 
Managing Director 

 
Mother Technologies Ltd 

Davidson House 
Campus 1 

Aberdeen Innovation Park 
Balgownie Road 

Aberdeen 
AB22 8GT 

 
01224 350000 

www.mother.uk.net 

power to the parents 

it services  connectivity services  cloud services telecom services 
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engLiSH:

crime story

“we now request that you move 
calmly out through the main exit,’ 
di Ross indicated towards the heavy 
wooden door which Alice and 
danny originally came through. 

“There will be another opportunity 
for the media to visit the castle in 
the next few days, to continue their 
reports and documentaries.” A loud 
chatter once again filled the room as 
the crowds of reporters and castle 
staff began to file out monotonously.

‘Come on then,’ danny sighed, as 
he began to shuffle amongst the 
slowly moving group of people. 
‘Let’s go back to the caravan 
and jot down some notes whilst 
everything is still fresh in our heads.’ 

Alice grabbed his arm in an 
attempt to pull him away from 
the direction of the exit, her eyes 
glowing with excitement. danny 
could tell there were a million ideas 
and thoughts floating through 
her head at that moment. 

‘This is just the opportunity we were 
looking for danny’ she exclaimed 
quietly. ‘i’m not leaving yet, that’s for 
sure. imagine the kind of information 
we could get for our documentary.’ 

‘get a grip’ he hissed at her, as 
he shook his arm from her grip. 
‘didn’t you hear what the inspector 
said? The media will get to come 
back in the next few days. we have 
been given orders to leave now.’

‘danny!’ Alice pleaded, grabbing 
onto him once again, in desperation. 
‘This is our chance to finally 
make an amazing documentary. 
This could be our big break!’ 

Alice was a dreamer. She was 
full of ambition and good ideas. 
She took many risks here and 
there, but they usually paid off. 
danny trusted her initiative but, 
all the same, he cowered at the 
thought of many of her plans.

before danny had a chance to 
convince her otherwise, Alice turned 
briskly away from the exit, and 
began barging her way against 
the flow of the crowd, twisting 
and wriggling through any space 
she could find. everyone was far 
too shaken up to notice her. 

danny sighed and paced after 
her, his large film bag thumping 
into people along the way. 

“Alice, this really isn’t a good idea!” 
He shouted, as he began to lose 
sight of her fiery red hair, gradually 
disappearing into the flurry of camera 
equipment, reporters and castle staff.

“go back to the caravan then!” she 
yelled back frantically, without even 
taking a second glance behind her. 

danny knew that Alice was stubborn, 
and not one to back down from a 
challenge. He too was getting more 
and more frustrated by always being 
considered as an inexperienced 
youngster - an underdog - in the 
media world, compared to the 
high flying, established television 
reporters and cameramen around 
him. He wanted success just as 
much as Alice did. Cursing under 
his breath, he picked up the pace, 
in an attempt to keep up with her.

Avoiding being seen by dC Cooper 
and di Ross, who were far too busy 
trying to channel the masses of 
people out of the castle, Alice shot 
through the nearest side door and 
emerged from the claustrophobic 
chatter in the large room, into a 
quiet, dark hallway. She retrieved 
her phone from her pocket and held 
its light out in front of her as she 
shuffled closely along the wall.

danny spotted her long red locks just 
in time, and scurried on behind her. 

“what’s your plan now genius?” 
he whispered loudly.

The air in the hallway was cold 
and damp, contrasting completely 
to the almost moist heat of the 
room which Alice and danny had 
just exited. The sharp chill from a 
wandering breeze grazed danny’s 
cheeks, as he tensely shuffled along, 
feeling the tattered wallpaper to 
guide him, like a blind man to brail. 

“There is no plan,” Alice’s voice 
emerged from the darkness. 

“we just have to find out all 
we can, and get out before 
anyone notices us.”

Ahead of danny and Alice, a 
triangle of light seeped from the 
left hand side of the corridor, 

“one MoRe Thing,” sAiD Di Ross, RAising heR voiCe. A few PeoPle 
in The CRowD MADe louD shushing noises.

“we Also hAve ReAson To believe, AT This TiMe, ThAT The killing 
MAy be in soMe wAy ConneCTeD wiTh The CAsTle’s hisToRy.”

onto the wooden floor ahead. 
instinctively, the pair scurried towards 
it and entered apprehensively, to find 
themselves immersed under a forest 
of towering bookshelves. Around 
them, paintings of stern men and 
unhappy looking children graced the 
red walls. danny felt as if the gazes 
of these portraits were following 
him as he walked around the room.

in the corner, a fireplace roared. 
Alice looked around in awe, 
remembering the many visits she 
used to take to Fyvie Castle as a 
young girl, before a great deal of 
it became closed to the public. 

“This is the library” she exclaimed, 
blowing the dust from the shelves 
of a nearby bookcase, as she 
reached out to grab a thick blue 
book. with the sleeve of her hoody, 
she rubbed away the clouded dirt 
on the spine to reveal the title ‘A 
History of the Meldrum Clan.’

danny darted his eyes anxiously 
around the room, periodically 
peering through the door which 
he had come through. 

As Alice flicked through the pages 
of the book, danny caught scent 
of the old, musty smell which 
arose from them, filling the air 
like a wandering puff of smoke.

“be careful with that,” he scrunched 
up his nose, noticing the delicate 
pages in Alice’s grasp. “These books 
must be hundreds of years old.”

Alice scoffed as she turned another 
page. ever since she met him 
five years ago at college, danny 
had always been one to worry 
about the slightest of things. 
whilst he was always the first to 
hand in his course work, she was 
usually the last; a true dare devil 
- nothing seemed to faze her. 

nevertheless, after completing their 
courses in media studies, the pair 
had become inseparable through 
their common goal to achieve 
success as freelance cameramen. The 
prospect of creating a documentary 
on a real-life crime story taking place 
around the area they grew up in 
seemed like a perfect opportunity 
to help their careers take off.

‘Check this out!’ Alice exclaimed, 
as she beckoned danny over 
towards her. She pointed at a 
page filled with scrawled text.

“This book is about one of the 
families that lived in Fyvie Castle, 
during the 13th Century - The 
Meldrum Clan.” danny gazed at 
a black and white picture of a 
young, beautiful woman on the 
page which Alice indicated to. 
“who’s that then?” He enquired. 

“The caption here says that she was 
Lady Meldrum,” Alice squinted in 
the dim light as she tried to make 

out the tiny writing. “The story goes 
that when she died, she requested 
for her remains to be sealed in a 
recess of a wall in Meldrum Tower, 
and if anyone was to remove her 
from this final resting place...” 

She gulped. 

“Then a heavy curse would 
befall Fyvie castle.” 

The pair stopped and looked at 
each other instinctively, as their 
trains of thought all of a sudden 
seemed to link together. 

“didn’t the inspectors say that 
the murdered woman was 
found in a recess in a castle 
wall?” danny gasped. 

“Maybe someone is trying 
to repeat history?”

Just as Alice was about to answer 
him, a serene voice came from 
an armchair by the fireplace. 

“Or maybe they are trying to stop 
history from taking its course.” A 
man in his late sixties emerged from 
across the library. He dressed smartly 
in a black suit, and a pipe hung 
from the corner of his mouth. Most 
of his face seemed to be cleanly 
shaven, apart from the wispy grey 
sideburns which graced the edges of 
his cheekbones. Had he been here 
the whole time? Alice thought.

“wh, what do you mean?” danny 
stuttered. He thought this part 
of the castle was closed off. why 
would anyone be relaxing by a fire? 
He all of a sudden remembered 
his own unauthorised presence in 
the library and scowled Alice in his 
head, for forcing him to partake 
in such clandestine activities. 

“i mean,” the man started, as he 
walked calmly towards the two 
intrigued youngsters, “i think you 
need to consider what happened 
when Lady Meldrum’s remains 
were found and removed.”

“Removed?” Alice exclaimed, 
gripping tightly onto the book 
which she had found.

The man indicated towards the 
armchairs by the fire. danny 
walked cautiously over, behind 
Alice who scurried over. She looked 
at the man in such a way that 
indicated her desire for him to 
reveal more about what he knew. 

Taking a last puff of his pipe, he 
relaxed into his chair, as if he 
was ready to tell a long tale. 

“About a century ago, a lot of 
building work was being done to 
the old part of Fyvie Castle, which 
included Meldrum Tower,” he began.

“whilst going about their daily jobs, 
the builders stumbled upon Lady 
Meldrum’s remains. The Laird of the 
castle at the time requested that 
she should be buried in the castle 
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graveyard outside. However, shortly 
after, this part of the castle began 
to become engulfed by strange 
happenings, not long before the 
Laird died mysteriously. This is said 
to be the curse of Lady Meldrum, 
otherwise known as the grey lady, 
who still haunts these castle walls.”

Alice looked up from her 
notes, intrigued.

“ghost stories are absolute 
nonsense” danny chuckled. “You 
don’t honestly believe in them do 
you?” He continued, looking at Alice. 

“That’s exactly what i used to think,” 
the man interrupted before she 
had a chance to reply, as he took 
another puff from his pipe. “why 
do you think the castle had to 
eventually be closed to the public? 
The haunting events kept getting 
worse and worse. You two are brave, 
maybe foolish, for coming by.”

“So, what relevance do you 
think this has with the recent 
murder?” danny said, looking 
at the man for some sort of 
acknowledgement of his presence. 

Leaning forward in his armchair, the 
flicker of the fireplace glinted in his 
eyes. “it is believed that the only way 
to lift the curse of the grey Lady, is to 
offer some sort of tribute to her. in 
other words, to seek her forgiveness, 
someone must be sacrificed.”

“what’s that?” Alice remarked, 
raising her eyebrows to the sound of 
footsteps coming along the corridor. 

Suddenly, two police officers 
waltzed into the library.

“which one of you is Alice 
O’Connor?” The taller one enquired.

“Me?” Alice stammered. The male 
police officer strutted towards her.

“Alice O’Connor, i am arresting 
you on suspicion of murder” he 
barked, whilst tightly grabbing 
her wrists, and placing them 
behind her back. Alice felt the 
cold metal of the handcuffs 
being forced against her skin. 

“Anything you say may be 
given as evidence.”

danny bounded towards Alice, 
holding his hands out in an 
attempt to create a truce between 
him and the police officer.

“She didn’t murder anyone!” He 
yelled in disbelief, as he tugged on 
the policeman’s sleeve. “Let her go!”

“we have sufficient evidence 
to believe that she has,” the 
policewoman stated.

 “And you,” she turned towards 
danny. “what do you think you 
are doing here, trespassing?” we 
saw you and your friend sneaking 
out of the main hall,” she hissed. 

“who is he?” Another one 
darted in front of danny.

“what relationship do 
you two have?”

“They’re siblings” 

 - “no, friends,”

“More than friends!” 
another reporter yelled from 
amongst the crowd.

As Alice and danny were 
about to walk out of the exit, 
a voice resounded from across 
the hall. it was di Ross.

“He’s with me,” she stated, 
marching over to danny. 

Unfastening his hand cuffs, she led 
him aside from the crazed reporters 
who scrambled after Alice. 

“i know this must be hard for 
you,” di Ross whispered as she 
walked danny out of a side exit, 
towards her parked car. “Please, 
let’s have a chat,” she indicated 
to the front passenger seat. 

“i know she didn’t do it,” 
danny shouted, as he lowered 
himself into the car.

di Ross smiled compassionately, 
before bringing out a small 
portable Tv screen. She pressed 
the ‘on’ button, and a black 
and white film began rolling. 

danny’s eyes widened as he 
saw Alice in one of the castle’s 
rooms, doing the unthinkable.

“So you see,” di Ross stated as she 
turned off the screen. danny felt his 
eyes began to fill up with tears. ‘i 
must be dreaming,’ he thought.

“we believe that the stories of the 
grey lady’s curse encouraged your 
friend to carry out the murder. we 
have been watching her these past 
few days, entering and leaving 
the castle suspiciously” she stated. 
“She has shown great interest in 
the Meldrum family’s history.”

danny walked slowly back across 
the car park to the caravan.

“i hate her” he muttered 
under his breath.

 “How could she?” 

danny stormed into the caravan, 
slamming the door behind him. 
He dumped his film bag onto the 
ground, and slumped into the sofa, 
burying his head into his palms. 

“So, you know?” A voice 
sounded to his right.

danny jumped up into the air 
like a startled cat, and began 
backing away from the sofa. 
Sitting there was the man from 
the library, puffing the same pipe, 
looking calmly around him. 

“not the kind of decor i would 
have chosen,” he stated, 
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“The nerve of you two youngsters 
to start up the fire in this old 
respectable library” the first officer 
piped up, as he walked towards 
the fireplace. grabbing a nearby 
extinguisher, he sprayed the fire, 
which slowly began to fade. 

danny stood in silence, trying to 
come up with a valid excuse. He 
thought about pretending that he 
got lost... Should he just say that 
the whole situation was all a big 
misunderstanding? All his excuses 
seemed unbelievable and silly, 
especially coupled with the fact that 
he was technically now considered 
an ally of a potential murderer. 

A drop of sweat trickled 
down his forehead.

“get off!” Alice squirmed in 
the policeman’s tight grip. 

“i didn’t murder anyone, and 
danny has nothing to do 
with any of this either.”

The policeman grunted, as he 
advanced towards danny.

“You’re coming down to the station 
with us today” he stated, placing 
his quivering wrists in handcuffs.

The police officers escorted Alice 
and danny towards the door of the 
library. As he left, danny quickly 
glanced back to the fireplace, 
remembering the lack of input 
from the man, who must have 
witnessed the whole scenario. 
He still remained there, sitting 
upright, occasionally raising his 
pipe to his curled lips. ‘Strange 
how the police officers didn’t take 
any notice of him’ he pondered. 

As the four marched back down 
the dimly-lit hallway, Alice’s gaze 
met danny’s. He gave her a long, 
cold stare. danny had known 
Alice for so long. She would never 
murder anyone. ‘no, she couldn’t 
have’, he thought as he tried to 
erase the thought from his mind. 

danny knew that Alice would 
stop at almost nothing to get 
a good story, but she wouldn’t 
go this far... would she?

 ‘Stop it’ he thought to himself, as 
Alice shot him a glance of despair. 
‘Alice O’Connor is your best friend. 
You know her inside out. She would 
never do something like this.’

As the group immerged from the 
hallway into the large, bright room 
once again, an array of camera 
flashes blinded their eyes as loud 
shouting filled the room. The 
media were back, having caught 
onto the next instalment of juicy 
gossip, about the murder. 

“what were your motives Miss. 
O’Connor?” A reporter shoved 
a microphone in Alice’s face. 

examining the bright orange 
material of the sofa. 

danny rubbed his eyes. 
was he going mad?

“You... how did you get here?” 

“Calm down.” The man stated. 

“i merely floated through the wall,” 
he grinned, handing over the blue 
book which Alice had found earlier. 
it was opened at a page which had 
photo of a man on it: ‘A man who 
looked just like the one in front of 
him’, danny thought. The caption 
read: “Laird John Pewter, 1852-1914”

“it can’t be...” danny muttered under 
his breath, bewildered at the prospect 
of a ghost being right in front of him.

“Oh, but it is” the ghost replied, 
standing up. “i am the Laird that 
lost his life after the grey lady 
placed a curse my fair castle, 
and i too am the one who made 
friend carry out the sacrifice.”

Suddenly, all became clear. Of 
course Alice didn’t choose to 
murder anyone. She was possessed 
by a crazed ghost who wanted to 
bring back justice to his castle. 

“This isn’t fair!” danny yelled 
through gritted teeth.

 “now she is going to rot in prison.” 

He gulped. 

“And that poor woman who 
was unfairly murdered…” 

“i’m truly sorry,” Laird 
Pewter interrupted. 

“At least now my castle can be 
safe from the curse. i am free to 
go onto a better place. Your friend 
made a sacrifice for the greater 
good. Please understand.”

danny knew there was nothing he 
could do. no one would believe 
him that a ghost had taken over 
the mind of his best friend; He 
would be considered mad. 

“Farewell,” the ghost stated, as 
he vanished through the walls. 

danny sat down. He needed 
time to think – time to process 
all that had happened. 

After some time had passed, he 
wiped away his tears of despair and 
reached into his equipment bag, 
retrieving a video camera. He finally 
had an idea for a documentary, and 
a means of bringing attention to 
Alice’s situation. Maybe someone 
out there could help him.

He pressed the record button.

“My name is danny Lawrence”, he 
stated, looking into the lens, “and 
this is the story about what happened 
to my friend, Alice O’Connor.”

> Selina Pope (U6)



engLiSH:

the face
“it never ends” 

i thought to myself 

“it never ends”

it felt like an eternity that i had been trudging through these 
woods. Always the same picture came before me as i walked into 
the scene; the damp mossy ground with trees either side of me 
accompanied by an extremely dense fog in front of me; fog so 
thick that i could barely see even a metre ahead of me and the 
trees sticking out...the trees... i wasn’t sure if i was hallucinating 
or if it was because i had been walking for hours in the seemingly 
endless woods but it appeared to me as if they were reaching 
out to me in the form of their arm like branches, warped and 
twisted, stretching out as if they were trying to grab me.

Maybe they were.

i limped on. i had been walking for what seemed like days, weeks 
even. i didn’t exactly care what i found at the end of this, anything 
that would save me from further walking through this hideous, 
relentless place, i would get it. if i had to convince someone to 
get it, i would. if i had to fight for it, i would and if i had to take 
it from someone’s cold dead hands. i would. but eventually this 
new found determination failed and i gave in. i fell to the ground 
panting, sweating. i rolled on to my back to see the dense turbid 
fog looming over me and the trees all around me, as if they had 
gathered in celebration that i had lost this game that nature 
seemed to be playing with me. i closed my eyes and hoped the 
end would come quickly but then suddenly i heard a rustling. i 
opened my eyes and quickly lifted myself up. i looked around...
nothing, nothing but the trees slowly disintegrating into the fog. 
it was then i began to question not only the noise but the forest 
itself. ever since i started walking i hadn’t heard anything except 
for my own footsteps, my gasping breath, the eerie wind brushing 
against the branches and the soft yet sinister rustle of the leaves. 
but that’s when it hit me, i hadn’t just not seen anyone; i had 
not seen any living thing! not a bird, woodland animal or even 
insect. i began to panic, my heart racing. was i dead, trapped in 
limbo or maybe i was delusional ? My thoughts were interrupted 
as the noise returned but much closer, no longer faint. i stood up 
and with haste, backed away, facing the direction of the noise. 
it was even closer now, louder, faster... and then silence. i was 
sweating all over, my breathing was erratic and my legs trembling. 
i took two deeps breaths, regained my senses and turned. 

but then i saw it.

The Face.

i fell into unconsciousness. 

i woke up dazed; my head was pounding like a hammer 
on an anvil. i slowly got up and looked around.

it seemed like it was designed to be a jail cell, i had seen plenty to 
know, but this one was different. i was enclosed by the standard 
four grey, bleak walls but as i looked more carefully i saw that 
they were covered with wet, freshly poured cement that faintly 
reflected a panoramic view of my surroundings though no 
sharp detail could be seen, only indistinct shapes in silhouette. 
i walked over to the window; it was grimy and cracked, it was 
large enough to fit a hand through but that was the extent of all 
i could do. Any visual quality had been replaced by a dark green 
moss that left little-if any- glass to see through. i turned to the 
door and almost vomited. Along the corridor was another cell 
where someone had been gruesomely mutilated. His ribs exposed 
by a deep and jagged incision, not made by any doctor, the 
internal organs ripped out. what was left to see looked ragged 
and chewed with leftovers thrown on either side of him. no skin 
remained, not even his eyes, where the eyes should have been 
were two hollow voids and the empty sockets were burning right 
through me. i heard footsteps, the same steps, so quiet but so 
sharply emphasising dread and agony with every single step.

i saw it again.

The Face. 

but this time i was ready, i closed my eyes and hoped with 
every fibre of my being that it would be over quickly.

> Jasper Gilmore (U3)

i wAs sweATing All oveR, 
My bReAThing wAs eRRATiC 

AnD My legs TReMbling. i Took 
Two DeePs bReAThs, RegAineD 

My senses AnD TuRneD. 
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scottish independence 

On the 18 September 2014 a referendum will be held and Scottish 
citizens will decide whether to break the Act of Union which 
brought together Scotland and england as great britain over 300 
years ago. As usual both sides are pointing out the flaws to each 
other’s argument. This can make it very difficult for voters to make 
a decision, so this article will highlight the good and bad points to 
both sides.

Alex Salmond’s idea of an independent Scotland, proposed 
through his pro-independence campaign ‘Yes Scotland’, is backed 
by over a third of Scottish voters. it has many good points, such as 
greater decisions for Scottish citizens and more choice as to what 
our troops do and where they go. However, there are also many 
bad points. 

Scotland would have its own armed forces which would consist 
of approx 15,000 permanent soldiers with 5,000 in reserve. Our 
budget would be around £2.5bn, similar to norway and denmark, 
and would be mainly for territorial defence, civil security and 
helping in international peacekeeping operations.

There is also the question of Scotland’s economy. Scotland would 
be left on its own and it is questionable as whether we would be 
able to sustain our own economy in this way. However, a recent 
study showed that Scotland could have bailed out both RbS and 
HbOS, but not without a struggle. The UK government spent 
£45bn bailing out RbS and £20bn on HbOS. This amounts to far 
more than Scotland’s annual tax receipts. Most importantly, when 
the two banks were bailed out the Treasury had more than £465bn 
at risk in cash and guarantees, well over three times Scotland’s 
total gdP.

There is the oil and gas in the north Sea to consider. The Scottish 
government believe we are entitled to a 90% geographical share of 
the north Sea’s oil and gas fields but this has not been tested and 
the UK government refuses to confirm or deny it.

Alasdair darling’s campaign ‘better Together’ is backed by two 
thirds of Scottish voters (“Scottish independence: essential guide.” 
The guardian, 23 April 2013) and has the majority in terms of 
support. This campaign argues that Scotland currently gets a fair 
deal as we are provided with security in the form of the UK armed 
forces. we also work together to solve any economic problems.

So, if Scottish independence is chosen in the referendum, can 
Alex Salmond just declare independence? well, the answer is no, 
not for a while. it would take years for Scotland to become fully 
independent as many key issues need to be negotiated, such as 
how oil and gas revenues from the north Sea will be shared out, 
Scotland’s share of UK debt, setting up a currency union and the 
dividing up of military bases and UK government offices. There 
would also be a transition period of several years.

in conclusion, it is my belief that Scottish independence is a bad 
idea as we are doing well as part of the UK. As part of the UK, we 
are slowly climbing out of recession, and becoming independent 
could send Scotland back into a deep recession. 

www.guardian.co.uk/politics/scottish-independence-essential-guide

> Ewan Harold (U2)

sinCe The wARs of inDePenDenCe in 1286, A 
loT of The sCoTTish PoPulATion hAve believeD 
in sCoTlAnD geTTing iTs inDePenDenCe. 

fReeDoM?

yes no
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remembering margaret thatcher

She was first voted into the House of Commons in 
1959 and became the education Secretary in 1970 
under edward Heath. in 1975 she became leader 
of the then opposition Conservative Party after 
successfully challenging Heath for the leadership  
of the party. 

These were difficult times in britain and the 
country needed a strong and decisive leader. 
Mrs Thatcher was elected Prime Minister in 1979 
with 44% of the vote. Her controversial policies 
and her resolve to stick to her views no matter 
what, soon earned her the nickname; “The iron 
Lady”. She fought britain’s major recession and 
rising inflation by raising interest rates. but she is 
probably best known for her destruction of many 
of britain’s major industries by attacking unions 
and her privatisation of social housing and  
public transport. 

On 2nd April 1982 Argentina invaded The 
Falklands. Mrs Thatcher had, within 3 days, 
dispatched the first british task force. by the end 
of June she had the Falklands back under british 
control. This boosted her popularity immensely 
and almost certainly gave her the support to 
win the next general election. However in 1984 
the irish Republican Army planted a bomb at 
the Conservative Conference in brighton in an 
assignation attempt against her life. She was 
completely unharmed and insisted her party 
continued undeterred.

MARgAReT ThATCheR, As well As being bRiTAin’s 
fiRsT AnD only feMAle PRiMe MinisTeR so fAR, 
is PRobAbly The MosT ConTRoveRsiAl PRiMe 
MinisTeR gReAT bRiTAin hAs eveR hAD. 

1959

1975

1979

1982

1987

2005

2010

2013

1984

1990

in 1987 Mrs Thatcher returned for her third 
and final term in office. She aimed to install a 
nationwide standard educational curriculum and 
to change the country’s medical system. However, 
when she tried to implement a fixed rate local tax 
her support began to weaken. There were protests 
and dissension spread throughout her party and 
the country. She announced her resignation on the 
22nd of november 1990 with the words:

“Having consulted widely among colleagues, 
i have concluded that the unity of the Party 
and the prospects of victory in a general 
election would be better served if i stood 
down to enable Cabinet colleagues to enter 
the ballot for the leadership. i should like to 
thank all those in Cabinet and outside who 
have given me such dedicated support.” 

eight days later she left number 10 downing Street 
for the last time. 

in 2005, the now baroness Thatcher celebrated her 
80th birthday. The event was attended by over 600 
people including The Queen and Tony blair, then 
Prime Minister. in 2010 she started to suffer from 
multiple strokes and ill health and soon retreated 
from the public eye. 

On the 8th April 2013 baroness Thatcher died 
aged 87. She received a ceremonial funeral 
with military honours but at her request, citing 
concerns about the cost, there was no fly 
past by the RAF. Her funeral was attended by 
dignitaries from over 170 different countries 
and it was estimated that up to 1600 
people were at the following reception. 

while baroness Thatcher may have had very 
controversial views and may not have been popular 
with everyone, without her britain would be a very 
different place today.

> Euan Gregory (U2)



liCenCe To kill
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james bond

2012 was a massive year for films. However, one record-breaking 
film managed to beat them all to the top and continues to 
amaze and captivate viewers of all ages. i am of course talking 
about the legend that is James bond. The latest film Skyfall 
was one of the most successful and most anticipated bond 
films to date taking in just over $1.5 billion in the box office.

James bond began to win the hearts of the british public in summer 
2012 Olympic Opening Ceremony when daniel Craig appeared 
in a sketch with the Queen and “jumped” out that helicopter. For 
me this showed why James bond is so successful; because it is 
exclusively british. in our opening ceremony, we wanted to show 
the world everything that resonates british Culture and with 6 
actors having played bond in a total of 23 films, and a supporting 
cast with some of britain’s top talents through the years, it would 
have been a fallacy not to mention the name James bond.

in fact 2013 marks the sixtieth anniversary of the publication 
of the first ever James bond novel. ian Fleming based the 
character of James bond on the agents he had met and 
worked with during the Second world war. bond is in fact 
named after an American Ornithologist, as Fleming was a 
rather keen birdwatcher. This perhaps a rather dull name for 
an agent as sophisticated as 007, but for Fleming it seemed 
perfect to create the character he wanted in bond. 

The first book, Casino Royale was published in 1953 and it was 
an instant hit. within the first month of release, the first, second 
and third prints of the book were all sold out. Readers were 
instantly drawn into the glamorous life of bond; a secret agent 
with a licence to kill, travelling the world and defeating notorious 
villains, not to mention that he had a flare for the ladies. He 
represented an idealistic life, a life which couldn’t possibly exist, 
but you believed it anyway. An early critic of bond enthused about 
the action and the captivating storyline and not only is he an 
instantly likeable character, but he is also “thoroughly english”.

James bond is successful purely down to the fact that it has 
managed to stand the test of time. The characters and the 
gadgets have been able to move with the times and daniel Craig 
in particular has helped to modernise James bond, developing 
the agent into a robust action hero. Furthermore every actor 
playing 007 have all embraced the character in their own unique 
way. in recent years, the british Film industry has been criticised 
for not producing enough critically acclaimed films, but all 
recent Hollywood spy films haven’t really had a strong an impact 
on the spy genre that bond has. The bond Films have really 
shown what british writers and filmmakers are capable of.

> Rachel Garden (U5)

Do you expect 
me to talk?

JAMes bonD: 

No, Mr. Bond, I 
expect you to die!

AuRiC golDfingeR: 

"shAken, 
noT sTiRReD"



MOdeRn STUdieS:

why does america need obamacare?

it will ensure that those who cannot afford healthcare in the USA 
are assisted in doing so, including reliable insurance policies. This 
is a long overdue reform from the American government as it will 
mean around 72% of those living without health insurance will be 
helped with their health insurance costs. This however is strongly 
opposed by many Americans as it is seen as needless spending by 
the US government and it is also viewed as unconstitutional, by 
some Republican supporters. in my view it is undeniable that a 
country so wealthy and powerful must make healthcare a right and 
not just an opportunity. 

Many argue that the clause on the reform which states 
that you must have health insurance or you will be fined, is 
unconstitutional. This is because it is believed that it revokes a 
certain degree of freedom from the American people, as they 
can no longer choose whether or not to have health insurance. 
This feeling of injustice was expressed by political author, david 
Limbaugh when he said “Americans oppose Obamacare because 
they understand that it is inconsistent with our liberties and our 
idea of limited government and that it will destroy the best health 
care system in the world.” Some go as far to say that it veers so 
far from the constitution and American capitalist values that it is 
an expression of socialism from their nation’s President. However 
the Republican-ruled Supreme Court passed the bill when voting 
on it, which therefore suggests those who claim that the bill is 
unconstitutional have no substance to their argument. 

The major argument against Obamacare is cost. it is true that 
$1trillion is a lot to a government already fighting over $16trillion 
of debt. well-known entrepreneur donald Trump reflected the 
view of millions of Americans when he said “i support health 
care for people. i want people well taken care of. but i also want 
health care that we can afford as a country. i have people and 
friends closing down their businesses because of Obamacare.” 
Consequently this may lead to the government spending yet more 
money on welfare and healthcare as more people will lose their 
jobs and more people will be in poverty and will have to be bailed 
out by the government.

You might be thinking at this stage: where is the trillion dollars 
coming from? well, in short, donald Trump and his rich friends. 
Those earning $500,000 or more will pay more tax in order to help 
pay for the reforms. Could this explain his thinking? 

There are currently 50 million people living in the USA without 
health insurance and this leads to around 45,000 needless deaths 
every year. 

we may be led to believe that the system is fairly lenient when 
it comes to more severe situations; however this is not the case. 
if someone were to contract cancer, for example, and have no 
health insurance, they would not be treated if they did not have 
the money to pay for it. This is because cancer is a long-term 
expense for the health system and therefore a cancer patient is 
not seen to be a valuable asset to the business of healthcare in 
the USA. The average cost of a family health insurance plan in 
the USA is $15795 and 69% of households who do not have 
health cover earn less than $49,999 per year. This proves that the 
majority of people who do not have health insurance do not do 
so out of choice but out of necessity; healthcare or a roof over 
their head. This in a country claiming to be ‘the land of the free’. 
Thus emerges a paradox: in one of the world’s major financial 
superpowers one does not have the right to be treated if you are 
sick or injured. what is freedom if you are not given the right 
to witness it? Healthcare should not be a luxury for the wealthy, 
healthcare is a necessity for everyone – a god-given right - and the 
sooner the rest of America realises this, the better; America needs 
balance, America needs Obamacare.

Just as william beveridge realised in 1942 in our country i have 
come to realise that, when it comes to healthcare, a collectivist 
approach is necessary. The individualist private system used in the 
USA is out-of date and unfair. i believe that Obamacare and the 
message that it sends to future generations, encompassed with 
the aspirations of a more collectivist nation were all articulated 
perfectly by its founder, barack Obama: “we are greater than 
the sum of our individual ambitions, and we remain more than a 
collection of red states and blue states. we are and forever will be 
the United States of America.”

> Alex Louden (U5)

The individualist 
private system used 
in the USA is out-
of date and unfair. 

obAMACARe oR ‘The PATienT PRoTeCTion 
AnD AffoRDAble CARe ACT’ is A heAlThCARe 
RefoRM whiCh wAs iMPleMenTeD by 
bARACk obAMA, on MARCh 23RD 2013. 



gUn COnTROL debATe:

would americans be safer 
with tighter gun control laws?
inTRoDuCTion
On december 15, 1791 the second amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States was set in place. This amendment protected 
the right for US citizens to bear arms. There have been many 
debates about this and therefore there are many arguments that 
have been put forward, however, in this article the main arguments 
will be outlined both for and against.

foR
in the USA 89% of Americans own guns.("gun crime statistics 
by US state: latest data", The guardian. 17 december 2012.) 
This figure is astounding compared to the 6% who own guns in 
england and wales. The United States also has the highest rate 
of gun ownership in the world and even more horrifying are the 
murder rates that are directly firearm related. in britain there are 
approximately 500 murders per year, but in America of the 12,664 
murders per year 8,583 of them are firearm related, almost 70%.

in California there are 1,790 firearm related murders alone per 
year, which equates to 68% of their total murders each year. 
Tighter controls of gun ownership could arguably prevent potential 
murderers getting hold of weapons through the implementation 
of; thorough background checks, limits on the number of guns 
a person can own, stopping people from keeping guns loaded, 
banning the sale of high powered military style weapons and 
stricter rules on the storage of weapons.

8,583 US lives could be saved each year.

AgAinsT
it is argued by many such as the national Rifle Association, that 
gun ownership is essential to self defence. The argument is that 
if a gun-owner has a gun in the house he/she will be able to 
protect themselves and their family. They believe that if they are 
burgled or attacked, their first line of defence is their gun. it is not 
coincidental that in American movies when someone breaks into 
a house the home owner always comes down their stairs holding 
their guns. This is a very common ideology in America which is 
perpetuated by the media, but there are cases in which guns have 
actually been used in situations such as these. However, it is a 
strong argument that even if the gun remains unused, it provides a 
sense of security and peace of mind for the owner. 
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The gun makes them feel safe in their homes as they believe they 
can protect their homes and family so can therefore sleep easier  
at night.

Finally what some believe to be the major argument for the 
continuation of current US gun regulations, is the immense 
impracticality of installing regulations and the effect it would have 
on law abiding citizens. The main argument for the installation of 
stricter regulations is that it will prevent potential criminals from 
getting hold of a gun. However, a person who intends to use their 
gun for criminal acts is hardly going to stop himself from getting 
hold of a gun even if it is illegal.

Therefore if we implement stricter gun ownership regulations we 
will be removing guns from those who may only use firearms for; 
recreation, for physical security and even those that just find a gun 
in the house a comfort. very simply it would be removing guns 
from the people that really need them.

Today gun control is one of the most controversial topics in the 
world, particularly in America. The Second Amendment of the 
American Constitution gives every US citizen the right to "bear 
arms". This has been interpreted by the Supreme Court as allowing 
every US citizen to own a gun. However there are many arguments 
as to whether this decision was correct or not and whether there 
should be stricter gun control regulations in the United States.

One of the fundamental arguments for the installation of gun 
control regulations is the fact that the Second Amendment was 
written before guns were anywhere near as advanced as they 
are now. when America was founded it was a country with little 
power and powerful enemies. Also it was a dangerous place for 
people to live with large amounts of dangerous wild animals. 
Therefore it was decided to include in the Second Amendment to 
give all US citizens the right to "bear arms" to protect themselves 
and their country if they were attacked in an attempt to re-colonise 
them. However, the people who added the right to "bear arms" 
were unaware of how dangerous and lethal guns would become 
and so their decision should be re-assessed taking into account 
modern gun innovations and uses.

gun related deaths are now a serious problem in America 
where,since december 2012 over 300 children have been shot. 
Studies have shown a very strong correlation between; the 
presence of guns in the home and suicides committed with a 
gun, rates of gun-related homicides involving female victims and 
gun-related assaults." Arguably, if the number of guns owned 
in America was significantly decreased and guns restricted from 
those who would potentially use them for illegal purposes, not 
only would Americans be able to feel safe in their own country but 
thousands of American lives could be saved every year.

> Ewan Harold and Euan Gregory  (U3)US lives could be 
saved each year.

8,583



CheMisTRy lAboRAToRy DAys
This year Aberdeen University hosted the Albyn Upper 6 Advanced 
Higher Chemistry pupils for several Prescribed Practical Activity 
Laboratory days in their Organic Lab. The 15 pupils were left to 
undertake the experiments without our teachers but on the plus 
side, we did get white lab coats. we carried out many complex 
experiments which were vital to the completion of our courses; 
these included an investigation into Partition Coefficients and 
making our own Aspirin. 
The experiments - although
 sometimes very confusing! 
- were lots of fun and we 
did our best to avoid 
breaking the valuable 
equipment and to leave 
the laboratories in one piece! 

> Lucy Herriot (U6)

exPeRiMenTs
in Chemistry the one thing that has always fascinated
me was doing experiments. This year, we finally got the chance
to do our own full experiments with our sixth year investigations.
This gave us the chance to work independently, making our own
decisions about what we were going to do. even with all the 
stresses and difficulties it was a really good experience and i 
really felt like i had achieved something when i had finished. 

This year, my project was on the formation of the amino acid 
glycine. by going through each stage i was able enhance 
my experimental skills whilst also being able to explore 
a whole new topic of chemistry at the same time.

> Kate Falconer (U6)

sCis CheMisTRy MAsTeRClAss
This year a group of three students, Matthew McFarlane, Kieran 
Thow and myself, travelled with Mrs imlah to the University of 
St Andrews to take part in the Scottish independent Schools 
Chemistry Masterclass. There was an opening lecture on drug 
discovery and antibiotics which was a great opportunity to see 
what Chemistry is like at university. On arrival, we were split into 
different groups and worked in a lab pair with pupils from other 
schools. Matthew and Kieran synthesised their own Paracetamol 
and i made benzoin. we used high quality equipment and got to 
see our samples tested in Mass Spectrometers, nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance and infra-red machines to check their purity. it was a 
great opportunity to meet pupils from other schools with similar 
interests and let us have an insight into studying Chemistry at a 
higher level.

> Mayon Patel (U5)

The one thing that has 
always fascinated me was 

doing experiments.

My project was on
the formation of the 
amino acid glycine.

Investigation into 
Partition Coefficients and 
making our own Aspirin.

SCienCe:

chemistry



CLASSiCS:

romans in britain

The RoMAns
when the Romans came to britain, 
none of them really did fit in.
with their warm rooms,
And wonderful food, 
it was all so different,
but brilliant too.
They built us roads,
Through our cities and towns,
They found us tin,
Made us look like clowns.
Their army was strong,
Too tough for us,
They took control,
but only just.

> Libby Stainer and   
Cayleigh Sharpe (U2)

A PlACe she DiDn’T know
She was forced to go,
To a place she didn’t know,
To marry this man, and go to this land,
To a place she didn’t know.

The people there wouldn’t like her,
They were rude, rough and wore fur,
in a place she didn’t know.

Her name was Rufilla, a beautiful name,
Although they had money, she would 
never have fame,
in a place she didn’t know.

She was stuck in the house,
Quiet as a mouse,
in a place she didn’t know.
in a place she would never know.

> Joanna Bremner (U2)

PuPils in Miss MoRRison’s u2 lATin 
gRouP weRe AskeD To CoMPose shoRT 
PoeMs on The RoMAns in bRiTAin. 

eMPeRoR ClAuDius CoMes   
To bRiTAin
emperor Claudius,    
was victorious

He brought us loads, roses,   
wheat and roads.

entertainment he brought, 
for the people that fought.

doctors we needed,    
when he came we succeeded.

They brought us heating,    
to keep us from freezing.

Their army was great,    
it was a shame they came so late.

They designed us better houses,   
to keep our lovely spouses.

emperor Claudius was the best,   
far better than all the rest.

> Alana Wilson and    
Orla Coote (U2)

The RoMAns 
The Roman empire’s falling down,
Falling down,
Falling down,
The Roman empire’s falling down, 
My dear emperor.
Our army is not strong enough,
Strong enough,
Strong enough,
Our army is not strong enough to stop 
the barbaric attack.
we’re running out of money,
Money,
Money,
we’re running out of money,
To keep our empire afloat!

> Ewan Harold (U2)

RoMAn bRiTAin we invADe
Roman britain we invade,
we capture you and make you slaves

You can’t run, you can’t hide
we’ll capture you, dead or alive

You’ll work for us until you die
we’ll make you bleed, we’ll make you cry

Farming, cleaning, cooking, making
washing, painting, slaving, baking

Roman britain we invaded,
we’ve captured you and made you slaves

> Fiona Emsley and   
Carolina Evans (U2)

beCAuse i’M A RoMAn!
The People, the weather
The Food … and the weather
All dirty, Cruel and Cold

no Parties, no Sun
And deFiniTeLY no Fun
in This House Filled with Mould

i Cry, i despair
This is not Fair
And it’s getting Sort of Old

i Refuse To be good
Like All Those Silly britons would
because i’m A Roman woman, 
Through and Through!

> Ngozi Mordi (U2)
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engLiSH:

higher philosophy
2012 - 2013

Libertarianism is the philosophical view that humanity does have 
free will. it is based on ‘agent causation’, which proposes that 
each individual is capable of making choices and therefore causing 
events to happen. This contrasts with the hard determinist view of 
‘event causation’, which states that each event is caused by a prior 
event. Libertarians argue that each person is an autonomous and 
has the capacity to make choices that will change the future. There 
is not one pre-determined course of life for each person; instead, 
they decide the path their life takes by making choices. Therefore, 
the Libertarian argument is incompatible with determinism. 

An extremely convincing argument for libertarianism is that it 
provides the basis for morality and, consequently, for criminal 
justice systems. by proposing that people are free to act as they 
choose, we are allowing for them to be praised or blamed for their 
actions. They can be rewarded or held accountable, as they were 
free to act as they chose. without this freedom, nobody could be 
blamed for bad actions (as they did not have the choice due to the 
action being pre-determined) or rewarded for their successes (as 
again, they were not due to personal choice). For example, in an 
entirely deterministic universe a person who committed a murder 
could not be convicted as guilty for their crime, as there was no 
way for them to avoid it happening. it was determined by events 
outside their control, and they are therefore innocent. The concept 
that we have free will consequently serves as the foundation for 
morality, which is a strong argument in its favour. However, this 
position has been argued against by Frankfurt. He states that this 
view proposes that someone is only morally responsible for an 
action if they could have prevented it by acting differently at some 
point in the past. Frankfurt argues that other moral principles 
influence our decision to praise or blame someone in addition to 
the alternate possible futures that could have resulted from their 
action. His example of Jones, who is forced to kill someone or a 
terrible threat will be fulfilled, demonstrates this. it is possible, 
for example, that Jones intended to kill the person anyway so the 
threat had no influence on him. Therefore, although there was 
no way that Jones could have acted differently, he is still held 
morally responsible. it follows that there can be times when there 
are no alternative courses of action, and a person is forced to act 
a certain way, but still they are not morally innocent. Frankfurt’s 
argument therefore demonstrates that it is not just the concept 
of free will that influences moral responsibility, which casts 
doubt on the libertarian position, making it less convincing.

To whAT exTenT is The libeRTARiAn 
ARguMenT ConvinCing?

Many libertarians put forward the argument that, as humans, we 
feel free, and therefore we are free. it seems that we make many 
choices every day, and they are not all pre-determined. As gary 
watson states; “it is important to us that we are autonomous.” 
in an entirely deterministic universe, we would never have to 
make decisions, as prior events would force us to take a particular 
course of action. This seems not to be the case. For example, in a 
restaurant we must choose what we wish to eat. no prior event 
can decide that for us: we may be limited by allergies or dislikes, 
but these do not force us to choose one particular meal. Therefore 
the fact that we feel free to make choices on a regular basis seems 
to support the Libertarian view that we have free will. However, 
determinists would argue that this apparent free will is an illusion. 
we may feel that we are making free choices but really we are 
influenced, by prior events, to make specific decisions. People may 
argue that they are free, but this does not take into account certain 
influences beyond their control such as genetics or upbringing. 
These factors are not chosen by the individual but may cause 
them to act in a certain way, therefore limiting their free will. 

A major argument in favour of libertarianism is that it does not 
propose that we always have free will, but rather that some 
actions originate in the mind rather than as the result of a causal 
chain. The position therefore recognises causation and allows for 
it as a reason behind certain actions. To disprove libertarianism 
requires showing that humans absolutely never have free will. 
Some libertarians would argue that the decision of the individual 
to act a certain way is a cause of an event. This allows for cause 
and effect – if everything in the universe is caused by a prior 
event, that prior event can be the decision of the individual.

An argument that makes the libertarian position less convincing 
is the development of science and its deterministic basis. in 
science everything works according to basic principles of physics 
– each action or event can be described by these laws and the 
prior events that caused it can be established. Reductionism 
is the view that everything can be reduced to physics – not 
only scientific happenings but also human actions. As science 
is deterministic many have therefore argued that human 
actions are also deterministic. However, there are some things 
that happen in science that appear to be spontaneous. given 
that there seems to be no prior cause, it would seem that it 
is possible for actions to occur outside of the causal chain. 
This would seem to support the libertarian view that some 
actions are caused by a prior chain of events, but others can 
be caused purely due to the decision of the individual.

in conclusion, i find the libertarian argument to be very 
convincing. not only does it serve as the basis for our moral 
judgements, but it supports the fact that we feel free, at least 
some of the time, to make our own decisions. Although the 
scientific argument for determinism appears strong, there 
are some occurrences which happen spontaneously without 
prior cause and this therefore strengthens the libertarian 
view. it recognises that causation does exist but also that the 
decision of the individual can be the cause. due to the fact that 
libertarianism does not propose that we always have free will, 
only that we sometimes do, it is very difficult to disprove.

> Elinor Aldersey-Williams (U6)
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MOSH:

the fireman 
“Are we not worthy of love?”

i murmur to the car, stroking its back. 
wearing my fireman’s gloves, i can’t 
even feel her fur. but that’s not the 
point. we both need a little comfort 
right now. we’re both a little singed. 
The fire in her building is put out, but 
not the raging heat in my soul, The 
raging jealousy that consumes me.

Marianne is in his arms. being comforted 
by him. The hero, the wonder boy, the 
superman of the fire brigade. brent. 
what sort of a name is brent, i ask you.

i could comfort her.

i am always,

Always,

There for her.

i hate him. i hate that he has the right 
to claim her as his own. That he is able 
to talk to her. That he is able to love her. 
This hatred is all that keeps me going as 
i go over and over my plan in my bed, all 
alone, trying to squeeze out every last drop 
of pleasure from my little fantasy where 
he is gone and i have her all to myself. 

Still trying to soother the shaking cat and 
quench my own inner rage, i walk over to 
Marianne, Slowly. i have her the cat, she 
peels herself away from him. Reluctantly. 
He rage rises again, a tidal wave of red. 
Hands shaking, i ask her if she’s alright. 
i stutter. Red shame, so much red i can’t 
even see her face, her beautiful face, 
it engulfs me, fills my face, makes her 
look at me with pity. i can’t stand it. 

i turn, walk away. Just like always.

Always.

why can’t she See 
iLOveYOUiLOveYOUiLOveYOULOOKATMe

She’s blind to my love for her, 
blind to anything but him.

it must be soon.

Yes

Soon.

Soon, he will rot in a hole in the ground 
like the foul fetid vulture he is, festering like 
the sore on my life, deserving of every pain 
imaginable for stealing what was mine, 

Mosh PRize
Mosh Prize for creative writing 
Upper 4-6. The Mosh prize was 
donated posthumously in 1983 
in memory of Miss Morrison who 
taught english and History at 
Albyn. She later became Head of 
english and then deputy Head and 
then Head when Miss Campbell 
died. She also ran the Literary and 
debating Society and edited the 
school magazine. Her nickname 
known to the staff and pupils was 
“Mosh.” The Mosh Prize is given for 
writing a short story. Credit is given 
to stories which display originality 
and freshness, an understanding 
of the short story form, and an 
accuracy of expression.

and she will see, she will see me and 
my love for her. i will make her see.

we are waiting, waiting, for night to fall 
and get to fall with it, to fall asleep in the 
darkness. i hunt, feline, claws outstretched. 
He shall fall tonight as well, yes he shall, 
into a state of nothing, yes, he will fall into 
a deathly sleep. i shall be victorious; i shall 
be the hero that she wants, her superman, 
her wonder boy. i will be the one to free 
her from her prison of imagined love.

waiting is over. Time is up. He walks 
out, in all his glory, tall, made of 
muscles and flesh that will be hard 
to penetrate. but i’ll give it my all.

The blade slips into my hand, coating 
itself with my blood, blessing itself 
with my sacrifice. My strength will 
see him fall. He will regret ever 
taking away from my Marianne. 

He walks forward, into my trap, sees 
me, in the shadows. waiting.

Always waiting.

He opens his mouth, sees the knife, 
forms an O, screams for her, no 
scream comes out because 

in

Out

His last breath wafts over my face, 
like a cloud of garlic and fear.

i have done it

She is mine.

busting with the good news, i let 
myself into her apartment.

Once upon a time, when we were best 
friends, she gave me the key. Little does 
she know that it’s been put to good use.

Tiptoeing across, i spy her lying on 
the sofa, faithful cat by her side.

it hisses at me, eyes yellow in the dark, 
as though i am in the wrong here. it was 
necessary, i tell it. A little too loudly.

Peter, she mumbles, voice husky 
from the cloying hands of sleep. 
Peter, what are you doing here?

Panic begins to show in her face. Panic 
is wrong, it does not belong here. 
everything is right and sweet and lovely, 

everything is as it should be. i smile at 
her, but this does not comfort her. i go 
to her, but the cat spits at me, and she 
huddles against the back of the sofa.

She is afraid of me. 

The rage rises in my soul, and i am 
powerless to stop it. i do not want to 
stop it. The insolence, the sheer lack 
of gratitude, it rankles me to the core. 
in two steps i am beside her, staring 
at her face, knife against her throat.

She breathes out, slowly, and her 
neck tickles my knife blade. The blood 
encrusted on it worries her, i can tell. 
She is not pleased like she should be.

How dare she.

i will give her one more chance, one 
more chance to prove her love for me.

Marianne, i breath. do you love 
me Marianne? i breathe.

The fear in her eyes tells me everything 
i need to know. The knife drinks from 
its gruesome crimson wine again.

i run.

> Bethan Walters (U5)

“Are we not worthy of love?”



Albyn sChool hAs PeRfoRMeD MAny 
gReAT PRoDuCTions oveR The yeARs 
suCh As honk AnD C. s. lewis' The lion, 
The wiTCh AnD The wARDRobe. howeveR, 
iT hAD been A while sinCe The sChool 
hAD PeRfoRMeD AnyThing As seRious oR 
CoMPlex As shAkesPeARe; PARTiCulARly 
A TRAgeDy like The "sCoTTish PlAy.

Actually, as i'm not really superstitious i will stick with "Macbeth". 
ergo, once the choice had been announced, many were concerned 
with how to go about undertaking such an audacious choice 
of play, especially considering that many pupils were new to 
Shakespeare's work completely. However, Miss williams, the 
Head of drama evidently had confidence in the pupils and 
decided to stage the play. Then came the auditions, which 
caused some stress and debate among the pupils. This was 
finally alleviated when some days later the cast list was posted. 
being fortunate enough to be cast as Macbeth, i then realised 
the magnitude of the task ahead and the dedication necessary.

we began rehearsals, meeting five times a week. People 
approached the enterprise with avidity and professionalism. 
Though some struggled with other commitments, we soon 
developed an elementary understanding of the text. in further 
rehearsals throughout the year we managed, under Miss williams' 
instrumental and experienced direction, to establish a staging 
for the text and began to achieve a deeper understanding 
of our characters, Shakespeare's writing and the play. 

dRAMA:

macbeth

by Sam Johnson, 
AKA Macbeth 
Upper 4

Thanks to Miss williams and Head of english Mrs webster, we all 
learned the meanings, intricacies and complexities of Shakespearian 
verse and came to love it in a way. Miss williams even brought 
in a professional stage-fighting instructor to choreograph some 
epic fight sequences! Those involved learned fast and soon were 
looking just like fully trained stuntmen in the movies. At the end 
of the workshops, we had some very skillful fights, sequences and 
we were all very happy: not just because we still had our legs.

we appreciated the great costumes that were ordered by 
Mrs watson which made some of us feel like Keanu Reeves 
and Lawrence Fishbourne. Mr ward, deputy Head helped us 
overcome the technical aspects of the play by instructing us 
how to work the complicated pieces of machinery. Mr Regan, 
the Head of the Art and design department composed a 
brilliant score and with some final advice from Mrs williams 
and we were ready to go. Final preparations varied for me 
and learning how to tie a bow tie was cool. For others it was 
learning how to use the various costumes and props effectively.



On the day of the first performance, everyone was quite 
tense with minor problematic issues which we overcame. 
Then came the opening, and as some of us made our way to 
the back of the hall to prepare for our dramatic entrance to 
the battle scene you could feel the anticipation and after a 
few bids of "good luck" or "allons-y" we began our opus!

The performance went really well and everyone portrayed their 
characters excellently. The diligence with which everybody 
had approached rehearsals all year was clearly visible. The 
performances were something for everyone to be proud of, 
whether for thrilling fight scenes and murders, the backstage 
and technical support, the guidance from teachers or just 
getting to throw and smash glasses all over the stage.

i must thank all the teachers, backstage crew and performers 
who made the play what it was, as they were all fantastic. 
Personally, i am very glad we chose to stage "Macbeth" and 
it proved that Albyn is very capable of demonstrating very 
complex and serious performances with excellence.

> Sam Johnson (U4)

Clockwise from top left

> Fair is foul and foul is fair
> What, can the devil speak true?
> The battle has begun
> Solo moment
> Behind the scenes
> Three witches

Macbeth fight scene

The performance 
went really well 
and everyone 
portrayed 

their character 
excellently. 

Behind the scenes

Double, double toil and trouble;  
Fire burn and cauldron bubble.
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MOdeRn LAngUAgeS:

spanish learning 
and german trip
sPAnish ARTiCle
Hola. ¿Cómo estás? every wednesday, after school, i go to 
Spanish Club which is held by Señora Rodriguez in C13. with 
Señora Rodriguez we learn basic and complex Spanish vocabulary 
and about traditional events that happen annually in Spain. Our 
previous topic was on el día de la Madre (Mother’s day). in these 
topics we learn new vocabulary and interesting facts. For example, 
when we were doing a Christmas mini topic, we learnt that in 
Spain most kids open their presents on the 6th of January to 
celebrate King’s day (epiphany) because they believe that the 3 
kings come on that day. Señora Rodriguez, who is from the region 
of Andalucía in Spain, is a kind and helpful tutor and we are all 
grateful to have her as our teacher.

> Melody Ama (L7)

¡Hola! nos llamamos Clara y eleonor. este año hemos 
estudiado “Higher Spanish”. durante el ano, aprendimos 
los verbos, los tiempos verbales y gramática. nosotras 
tenemos razones diferentes para elegir español. Por ejemplo, 
para mí (eleonor) posiblemente me gustaría estudiar este 
idioma en la universidad. Por otro lado, yo (Clara) nací en 
Colombia donde se habla español, así que quise aprender 
español. También en el futuro, nos encantaría viajar por el 
mundo y saber otro idioma aparte del inglés, será útil.

Aparte de la gramática, nos divertimos en clase. Por ejemplo, 
vimos la película “La Lengua de las mariposas”, que describe la 
historia de un niño pequeño durante la guerra Civil española y 
su relación con su profesor. era muy emocionante e interesante.

Además vimos algunos episodios de “mi 
vida Loca”, que era muy divertido.

durante las navidades, y la semana santa aprendimos 
sobre las culturas de españa y escuchamos villancicos. 

Recomendaríamos estudiar español porque 
es un idioma útil y gratificante.

> Clara Douglas and Eleonor Merchant (U6)

este año emily y yo estudiamos el español. ¿Por qué? Porque 
pensamos que debe ser muy útil para nuestras vidas. También 
pensamos que debe ser muy divertido aprender otra idioma. 
Puede abrir muchas oportunidades alrededor el mundo. A los 
jefes les gustan la gente con destrezas bilingües porque asi 
se pueden comunicar con toda la gente de otros países. Para 
cuando vayamos de vacaciones a españa podamos hablamos 
con ellos. en clase aprendemos una variedad de temas tales 
como las vacaciones, colegio y el trabajo. Recientemente se 
nos dio la oportunidad de tener amigos por correspondencia 
españoles que es ¡súper guay! Llegamos a enviarles por correo 
electrónico y les pedimos todo sobre lo que hay en el colegio 
y de su cultura. en la clase de español hacemos audiciones 
y escritos que nos ayuda con nuestra gramática. También, 
escribimos una carta para navidad a una niña boliviana que 
el colegio tiene apadrinada. nosotras recomendaríamos 
estudiar español si quieres aprender un nuevo idioma!

> Emily Christophersen and Becky Adam (U6)

Recomendaríamos 
estudiar español 

porque es un idioma 
útil y gratificante.
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geRMAn exChAnge
Last June a group of Albyn pupils, accompanied by Mrs will and 
Miss emery, took part in the school’s first ever exchange with a 
german school. Our exchange school is in Markdorf, a pretty village 
situated not far from ’der bodensee’ (Lake Constance) in the south 
of germany, close to the border with Switzerland and Austria. All 
of the participants stayed with their exchange partners for ten days. 

Our partners took us to school with them to experience 
life in a german school. School started much earlier 
than in Scotland and there was no school uniform. As 
school finished earlier, we also had time to go to the 
local swimming pool and swim in Lake Constance. 

On our first morning we went to the town hall where the Mayor 
welcomed us, speeches were made and gifts were exchanged. we 
then we had our photograph taken for the local newspaper. The 
mayor even laid on a buffet with local specialities for us to try. 

during our stay the school organised a lot of excursions for us. One 
day we went hiking in the Alps and went on a ‘Sommerrodelbahn’, 
a summer toboggan run, which is the longest in germany. it 
was so much fun we did it twice! Some of us also swam in an 
alpine lake. Another day we took the train to Stuttgart where 
we visited the Mercedes benz museum and then did some sight-
seeing in the city. it was a great day out. One of my favourite 
days was the trip across the lake to Konstanz where we had a 
team-building morning with our german partners. This was a 
great way to get to know everyone better. we were divided into 
groups and had to make a raft out of the materials provided. This 
was great fun, especially when we floated them on the lake! 

Luckily no-one sank! in the afternoon we went into the 
beautiful town of Konstanz and spent the afternoon 
exploring and shopping with our partners. 

we have all made good friends with our partners, whose families 
made us very welcome and treated us like one of the family. As 
my exchange partner’s sister was leaving school, i went with my 
host family to her ‘Abiball’. My family also took me to many local 
places and i was also able to enjoy some delicious german food.

we all had a brilliant time in germany ad feel that it not only 
improved our german, but also our understanding of german 
culture. The weather was also sunny and hot almost every day. 
everyone one felt sad when it was time to leave as we had 
made such good friends and had been made so welcome.

This June, it is our turn to host our german friends in 
Aberdeen. Twelve german pupils and two teachers Herr 
grὒnbaum and Frau Schulz will be spending ten days with 
us in Aberdeen. we hope they will enjoy experiencing our 
Scottish lifestyle and culture. excursions will include a trip 
to edinburgh, a ceilidh, and a visit to some castes and a 
distillery. My exchange partner ben will be staying with me 
and i am looking forward to teaching him how to play golf. 

All the pupils who took part in the exchange had a wonderful 
time. we made new friends and improved our german, 
while seeing a beautiful part of the world . For those of 
you who are learning german, the exchange is a wonderful 
experience which i would highly recommend. viel Spaβ.

> Mayon Patel (U5)

All The PuPils who Took PART in   
The exChAnge hAD A wonDeRful TiMe. 

All ready to go

At the Mercedes Benz museum 



u6 fRenCh TRiP To PARis
during the February long-weekend the Advanced 
Higher French class (Mairi, ellie, Selina, Melissa 
and me- eleanor) and two teachers (Mrs 
Cook and Mrs will) went on a trip to Paris to 
practise our French language skills and immerse 
ourselves in French culture (and cuisine!) 

After catching the 4.30 flight, we were in the 
French capital by mid-morning, ready to absorb 
Parisian culture. Just outside our hotel in the 
Latin Quarter, we stumbled upon Shakespeare 
and Company. This is an english bookshop in the 
heart of Paris which has living quarters where 
many famous writers have stayed. we had 
lunch in a traditional French restaurant where 
we got our first taste of French cuisine. it was 
delicious! Later we went on a guided tour of the 
Paris Opera. The building was very grand and 
impressive and we learned a great deal about the 
social history of the time. Soon it was time for 
tea and cakes and we sampled some of Paris’s 
finest pâtisserie. Our long day finished with a visit 
to the Arc de Triomphe. After a long climb to the 
top, we were rewarded with breath-taking views 
of Paris by night. we braved the bitter wind 
long enough to take dozens of photos of the 
eiffel Tower sparkling with thousands of lights.

next day we made the two minute walk from 
our hotel to notre dame. we were all curious 
to see the new bells, which had been made 
for the 850th anniversary of the cathedral and 
were on display along the nave. The exhibition 
was very busy but fascinating. we then walked 
through the ile Saint Louis to the old Marais 
district and on to the Jewish Quarter. The 
sights and smells were completely different 
to that of the rest of Paris and we had lunch 
in a packed Middle eastern restaurant, which 
boasted that it had the best falafel in Paris. 
we all agreed that their boast was justified. 
we also enjoyed visiting the Musée Carnavalet, 
which tells the history of the city of Paris. 

Our last full day in Paris was busy with an 
early start to get to the Musée d’Orsay. 
This is an art gallery with a world-famous 
collection of impressionist art. we each had a 
head-set and were able to listen in French to 
explanations of the paintings we particularly 
liked. After a morning’s culture, we were 
ready for lunch and a direct ride across Paris 
in the Métro took us to Montmartre. 

MOdeRn LAngUAgeS:

paris trip

we emerged from the huge flight of steps into a 
picturesque square, with the famous “Je t’aime” 
wall. This is a wall with the words “i love you” 
in over two hundred languages. On the Place du 
Tertre, we admired the artists and met up with 
our French assistant Catherine. She showed us 
the sights of Montmartre, including the Sacré 
Coeur and the Moulin de la galette, which we 
had seen earlier in Renoir’s famous painting. we 
also admired the vivid blue dome of galleries 
Lafayette, Paris’s famous department store. 

On our last evening in Paris, we had our final 
and memorable meal in a crowded restaurant 
opposite the Sorbonne, where we sampled 
authentic French cuisine, including snails.

On our final morning in Paris, we met up 
with emmanuelle, who had been a language 
assistant at Albyn several years ago. She 
now teaches english near Paris and she was 
keen to hear the latest news from Albyn. 

we left the French capital with lots of 
good memories, but we all knew that 
this was our last trip as pupils of Albyn 
and there was a touch of sadness 
as we said “au revoir” to Paris.

> Eleanor Merchant

We braved the 
bitter wind long enough 

to take dozens of photos 
of the Eiffel Tower 

sparkling with thousands 
of lights.
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snails - yum !

Vive la France !



ART And deSign:

stained glass work
Kirsty Halliday (U3)
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Alison Lane (U3)



ART And deSign:

a look at nature
Esme Fowler (U6)
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Esme Fowler (U6)



ART And deSign:

portrait work
Rachel Garden (U5)
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ollie Kinghorn (U4)



Selina Pope (U6)

ART And deSign:

portrait work
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Selina Pope (U6)



YOUng enTeRPRiSe:

enterprise at its best!
Albyn’s senior pupils were enthusiastic about developing their 
business ideas this session. They were so keen to get a taste 
of running a business that 5 Young enterprise companies 
were set up in August 2012! This enterprising atmosphere 
encouraged the staff to become involved in Young enterprise 
too and Mrs butler, Mr gibson, Mrs Prentice and Mrs watson 
joined Mrs Tannock as Link teachers for the five companies.

The foRgoTTen ART
The Forgotten Art was Albyn’s most successful Young enterprise 
company this year. The company produced handmade bound 
notebooks made from recycled paper. The company were 
selected as a finalist for the grampian Young enterprise 
Company Final in May 2013 and were delighted to meet 
chief judge, Jo Malone Mbe, of Jo Loves luxury fragranced 
products. The company did not pick up any prizes at the 
Final however their notebooks flew off the trade stand! The 
company members were nilma Chowdhury, Charlie Craig-
wood, Cara McColl, Hannah Mcdonald, Josh McLullich, 
Alice Milne, isabelle Rayner, Paul Tindall and Kieran Thow. 

The company produced personalised notebooks and supplied 
the Activity week notebook for the Lower 7 normandy trip. The 
most challenging aspect of the business was when the notebook 
binder broke and there were two sales events on the horizon! 
A phone call to the manufacturer resulted in a replacement 
binder being sent express delivery to School and it was then 
a massive effort to complete the books for the week end!

legATo
Legato was an Upper 5 company who offered a range of 
unique gift sets for boys and girls. Company members were 
Roisean Farquhar, Peter Haugh, Fionna ironside, Sophie Melville, 
Laura Mac donald, Matthew MacFarlane, Mayon Patel, Tiam 
Saharie, Amelia Ratcliffe Smith and Jonathan Read, Production 
lines were quite often quite stressful and involved metres and 
metres of acetate wrap as the company members prepared 
their products for sales events! The company organised a 
Halloween disco for Lower School pupils in October 2012 
to raise the capital for their products. The group attended 
the grampian trade events in november and december and 
had fantastic sales. Legato produced a profit of £1,400.

TAblo young enTeRPRise
Tablo Young enterprise consisted of Malcolm bradley, Matt 
Carter, Tom Falconer, Laura Jack, dan McKnight, naomi 
Morrison, emma Murison, nick Read, Anna Rennie and Luke 
Stratford. The group made handmade, wedge shaped pillows 
for tablets and e-readers such as the iPad or the Kindle. The 
team members quickly developed their sewing skills but the 
most challenging aspect of producing the tablos was definitely 
trying to fill the cushions with the polystyrene beads! 

The beads seemed to have a mind of their own and 
often formed a very thick layer on the floor! The 
company attended the grampian Trade Fayres, the ASPA 
Christmas Fayre and the Midmar Christmas Fair.

Turnover was £1,000 with a gross profit of £893 – a 
great achievement for a truly innovative product.

vinTAge innovATions
vintage innovations consisted of a group of girls from Upper 
5 and Upper 6. They wanted to sell a product which was 
eco-friendly, practical and fashionable. They utilised vintage 
fabrics to create casual bags. This innovative way of recycling 
quality material was recognised in the award for best Trade 
stand which the company won at the grampian Young 
enterprise Trade Fayre in belmont Street in december 2012. 
vintage innovations members were esther Auffermann, Holly 
bowden, Tharushi dissanayake, Molly erskine, Rachel garden, 
Rhiannon Jones, eleanor Merchant, and bethan walters. The 
bags were handmade and a range of styles were developed. 

The girls also produced felt flower brooches which could 
be used to decorate the bags or as a separate brooch. 
From an opening capital of £15, the company have 
achieved a net profit of £358.95 after tax. This gave an 
impressive return on capital employed of 2,393%.

QuiRky
Quirky was formed by Upper 6 pupils with the vision of 
capitalising on the interest of QR (Quick Response) codes in 
today’s market. The company were focusing on the corporate 
market and planned to promote businesses through a range 
of corporate products. in december the company members 
decided to close their business due to the commitment 
to their studies and other extra-curricular activities.

The Forgotten Art was 
Albyn’s most successful 

Young Enterprise company 
this year.

please go to the top of the second column
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Production lines were quite often quite stressful and 
involved metres and metres of acetate wrap.

Vintage Innovations 

Legato 

The Forgotten Art 
The Forgotten Art 

Tablo

Tablo

Legato 



SPORTS:

reports

L6-7 Netball > Twenty Lower 6 and 7 girls have participated in 
netball this year. They are an enthusiastic and energetic group 
of girls who have really improved their performance over the 
year. The girls have been training every week and have played 
in several friendly matches. we started the season off with a 
tough defeat to Lathallan School, we picked up mid-season 
and enjoyed an evenly matched fixture against St Margaret’s 
School and we finished the season on a high with a victory 
over Aberlour House. Certain girls also represented Albyn 
School at an Active Schools Primary netball Festival where 
we played against Cults Primary and Ashley Road School.

U1 Netball > The U1 girls have made an excellent start to netball 
in Upper School at Albyn. with over half the year group playing 
and training regularly they have continued to progress and develop 
well their skills and games play. with some outstanding play in 
the Round Robin of the Scottish Cup they progressed to the gold 
Section of the knock out Stages. Unfortunately they were beaten by 
a faster and more competitive Pebbles Team in the Quarter Finals. 
However, their spirits remained high and they came out fighting 
winning all their games in the knock out stages of the Aberdeen 
Schools Tournament and beating RgC comfortably 8-3 in the final. 

U2 Netball > with a late start to the session due to the excellent 
production of Macbeth and our multi- talented players the two 
U2 Squads had a tough job playing catch up, fitting in all their 
Scottish Cup matches before Christmas. However, both teams 
did enough to progress to the next round and the A Squad, 
successfully qualified for the gold section. They faced tough 
competition against Holy Cross in the last 16 of the knock out 
rounds but, a late comeback seen Albyn being victorious winning 
22-21and only one missing tooth! Hoping for an easier next 
round the girls were in for no such luck as they were drawn 
against dHS away in the Quarter Finals. After having a clear lead 
from the start Albyn had to overcome Chloe Purdie’s dislocated 
thumb and Sophie Milne’s broken fingers. dHS benefited from 
our restructure, fought hard to the glimmer of hope to narrow the 
gap. Fortunately, the girls kept their focus and battled to the final 
whistle defeating dHS 21-19. extra training and determination 
however, could not defeat a physically taller and stronger St 
george’s team in the Semi Finals in Aberdeen. Although defeated 
the girls have played exceptionally well this year and finishing in 
the top four schools in Scotland is an outstanding achievement! 

Senior Netball > The Senior girls squad have had a mixed session. 
with the potential to be an outstanding team, they have not 
always stepped up to the challenge mentally although physically 
able! The girls started the year with a week’s sports tour in 
Marbella. daily training and matches gave them the preparation 
to take on, their first challenge of the Aberdeen Schools Senior 
Tournament in which they qualified for the Semi-Finals. Their 
Scottish Cup run seen some early victories with exceptional 
team play against dHS, gordonstoun and St Margaret’s and 
although they were defeated against Anderson High School, 
the outstanding play from both teams softened the defeat that 
they could have done no more! The girls progressed to the 
Silver section of the Scottish Cup against grantown. it took 
four re-scheduled matches, due to snow road closures before 
the match eventually got played. A dazzling performance from 
all girls, seen Albyn wins 48-24 and takes on Madras in the 
Quarter- Finals. Unfortunately, this was not one of their better 
games and lack of communication and loose balls seen the end 
of their Scottish Cup run. For the first time this year the girls were 
invited to the Scottish School independent netball Tournament 
against RgC, Kilgraston, Strathallan, Fettes and glenalmond. 
For their first experience of this tournament the girls performed 
exceptionally well reaching the Semi – Finals against RgC. 

Enthusiastic
and energetic 

neTbAll
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From Left to Right - Back Row > Stephanie walker, Alex Shaw, Melody Ama, Caitlin neil, Jo Littlewood, eve Littlewood, Abigail byrne. Middle Row > 
Larah Mudkavi, Katie Hindle, emmy Collins, Fadia bedawi, gemma Lane, Lily Leeson. Front Row > Rebecca Milne, becky Kemp, Jill beard, Jasmine Robertson, 
Kirsty Cooper, erin Sharp, Rachel buchan.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Catherine Halliday, Kirsty Halliday, Susan Heywood, Catherine Macewan, Lydia newman, Freya Murray. 
Front Row > elizabeth bell, Sophie Milne, Poppy Clayton-Littler, Milly Kinghorn, Sophia Murray.

 JunioR TeAM
 l6 TeAM



L6-7 and U1 Hockey > The L6-7 and U1 girls have had a great 
season of Hockey. we have had a really high number of girls 
participating in and enjoying their Hockey this year. nearly thirty 
Lower 6-7 girls and twenty four U1 girls have attended weekly 
training sessions and regular matches. The Lower 6 girls have 
enjoyed their first experiences of playing against other schools 
and the Lower 7 girls had two good trips to gordonstoun to play 
against Aberlour House. The Upper 1 girls had a very successful 
end to the season where they came second overall in the north 
district First Year Tournament. we would like to thank Mr Peter 
Cunningham and Sandy Keith for their help with coaching this year.

Upper 2 Hockey > The Upper Two girls continue to be an 
enthusiastic group with large numbers at training, making selection 
for the team competitive. The team had good wins against dundee 
High (2-0) and Aberdeen grammar (5-0). They finished 3rd in the 
north district Tournament after some very close games. during 
the tournament they scored lots of goals particularly against Cults. 
Player of the Year award was shared by Milly Kinghorn and Chloe 
Purdie and Most improved was Sophie Lawson.

Upper 3 Hockey > The Upper 3 team started the year with a good 
win against dundee High and a close game against Aberdeen 
grammar. The highlight of their season was the S3 north district 
Tournament where they finished 3rd with good wins against Cults 
and grammar and close games against the 1st and 2nd placed 
teams. Lydia newman won the Player of the Year award and Alison 
Lane won Most improved.

The Senior Hockey players have had a very positive season. with 
over twenty pupils opting to play Hockey, we were at times able 
to field two senior teams. early results against dundee High were 
promising and with a strong 1st Xi fielded we were able to defeat 
a team from Robert gordons College in a very pleasing display. it 
was great to see so many U4 girls making it into the 1st Xi. Their 
enthusiasm and ability was strongly supported by the U6 girl’s 
experience. Hopefully this will carry forward to next season when 
again we will be rebuilding our team. 

From Left to Right - Back Row > Amy wallace, Fadia bedawi, Rebecca Hardy,  
Lucy Mugford. Front Row > emily Jamieson, Larah Mudkavi, emmy Collins,  
Aditi Sridhar, Kirsty Cooper.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Caitlin neil, Phoebe nuttall, Jo Littlewood, 
Melody Ama, eve Littlewood. Middle Row > gemma Lane, Zoe walker, ella white, 
Anna dewhirst, Abigail byrne, Rachel buchan. Front Row > Liz barrerra-Forsyth, 
Katie Hindle, becky Kemp, erin Sharp, Rebecca Milne, Katie Howell, emily Yule.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Catherine Macewan, Laura Cameron,  
Shona ironside, Susan Heywood, Sophie Milne. Middle Row > Laila bedawi,  
Joanna bremner, Katherine buchan, Zoe Clark, Sophie Lawson. Front Row >  
Ailsa duthie, niamh duthie, Milly Kinghorn, nicole Faulkner, Chloe Purdie,  
Ruby Lesson, Annabel brumfield.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Lydia newman, Catriona Forbes-grant,  
Caitlin Cole, Kirsty Halliday, Catherine Halliday. Front Row > Abigail walters, 
Rachel Milne, Kirsty Taylor, Abby wilson, Amy Young.

hoCkey

 l6 TeAM

 l7 TeAM

 u2 TeAM

 u3 TeAM
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Tennis 
This year has seen a continued rise in the number of pupils  
playing extra-curricular Tennis within the School, with numbers 
reaching 24 some weeks. There has been a constant buzz and 
enthusiasm which has seen marked improvements in many 
performers’ abilities.

The Tennis teams have achieved mixed success this year. The boys 
secondary team are through to the last 16 of the Scottish Cup 
where they are due to play dollar Academy, one of the favourites 
for the trophy. The girls had a very tricky opening tie against 
Montrose and although they performed admirably, they narrowly 
lost. They are due to play Perth High School in the consolation 
draw next round.

golf 
The Albyn School golf team continues to grow and is showing 
real signs of improvement. we now compete in seven separate 
competitions across the year, which include The Links Cup which 
will see a bi-annual trip to ireland take place. Led by Captain 
Mayon Patel the team competes in the Aberdeen Schools golf 
League and School Team Challenge, as well as the Aberdeen 
individual Stroke Play Championship. Our U15 players have 
the chance to travel and play in the Loretto School invitational 
Championship as well as the St Leonards national Championship 
in St.Andrews. we also hold an annual School Championship 
of which Fintan McKenna is the current scratch champion and 
Harry webster handicap champion. every Monday between easter 
and October any pupil from L7-U6 is welcome to attend training 
sessions which take place at The Paul Lawrie golf Centre on South 
deeside Road. whilst working with PgA professional billy Fyfe, 
players have the opportunity to play for the first time or improve 
their technique in order to lower their handicap.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Fin Pearson, Lucy Herriot, Johnny Read,  
Susan Heywood, Milly Kinghorn, Annabel brumfield. Front Row > Sophia 
Murray, Rhys brumfield, Rebecca Henderson, Peter eagles, Florence wright.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Harry webster, david Mcivor, Mayon Patel, 
Alastair Kinghorn. Front Row > Rebecca Kinghorn, Fintan McKenna,   
elliot Cameron, Matthew Lynas.

skiing 
The girls senior ski team did very well this year in the Scottish Schools race finishing 7th out 19 competing schools. Alicia davis (U6) was
12th out of 75 racers many of whom would have been much older and more experienced than her. The boys finished 18 out 23 schools,
our highest ranking skier was gregory baillie (U3) (37 out of 88 skiers) was one of the youngest competitors in the race.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Mrs gray, elliot Cameron, Luke Stratford,  
Leo McKeever, Oliver baillie, Sam Kelso. Front Row > gregory baillie, nick Read,  
Fin Pearson.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Mrs gray, Catriona brooker, Freya Lawrence, 
Mhairi brooker, Philippa davis, Sophie Ross. Front Row > Caitlin neill,  
Alicia davis, emma williams.



AThleTiCs 
Albyn’s L5 - U6 athletes have been extremely busy this year 
competing in a variety of disciplines throughout the year. 

The year started off successfully with the L4/5 winning the 
Lathallan Highland games and the L6/7’s finishing 2nd. The 
Lower and Upper School both performed exceptionally well at the 
Scottish Schools Road Relays and although this year there was no 
podium finishers all teams finished in the top 10.

The indoor season seen Megan bramwell, Christian dick and 
Hamish Leeson being selected for the Scottish School development 
training days, after their excellent performances at the Scottish 
Schools indoors. 

March 15 seen over 1600 pupils from over 50 Primary and 
Secondary schools across Aberdeen competing in the Albyn & RgC 
Cross Country Championships. Albyn School achieved the most 1st 
team places with our L6 & U3 boys and U1 & U2 girls achieving 
gold. Outstanding performances came from Sean doherty L6 and 
Ailsa duthie U2 finishing first.

The U1-U3 athletes also performed well at the Albyn & RgC Track 
Championships on the 16 May. This year seen the event with its 
highest number of pupils with over 580 and 19 Schools. Albyn 
finished 2nd overall behind RgC. it was a very competitive day, 
with photo finishing equipment required and the sun even shone!! 
Tom nash and Ailsa duthie have been selected to compete for the 
South grampian team in the inter – districts on 20 June as a result 
of their performances from the Championships. 

Rugby 
This year’s rugby team has performed well, the L6/7 team took 
part in a Lathallan 7-aside rugby competition winning their group 
comfortably then losing a very close semi-final against Carnoustie 
3 tries to 5. The results in the group stage were as follows: Albyn 
5 tries Strathmore 1 try; Albyn 7 tries Montrose 1 try; Albyn 4 
tries deeside 2 tries.

The boys played magnificently and conducted themselves 
impeccably both on and off the pitch; they were a credit to  
the school.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Matthew Lynas, Joshua Minty,   
Matthew Henderson, Andrew MacRae, daniel Smith. Front Row > Adam walker, 
Oliver nash, Kai Tait.

From Left to Right - Back Row > etienne dick, Lawrence Jennings, Matt Carter, 
gregor dewhirst, Jamie wills, Findlay douglas, Holly Clayton-Littler. Front Row 
> Milly Kinghorn, emily bowring, Anna Rennie, Juliet Mutch, Cationa brooker, 
Hannah McMahon, Poppy Clayton-Littler.

us Rowing 
This has been a year of transition for our rowers into new 
surroundings and equipment. Senior boys and girls have been 
on the river every week mainly in coxed fours and have been 
continually improving. Our Upper 3 group is a mixture of 
experienced boys and novice girls and the boys have done a 
superb job of helping the girls learn to row. The summer term 
sees our Upper 1 and 2 pupils take to the water after completing 
a capsize drill in the swimming pool. we look forward to the first 
competitive event of the season.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Findlay douglas, Matt Carter, Ollie Kinghorn, 
Thomas Falconer. Front Row > Clara douglas, nick Read, Andrew Kelso,  
Christy Chapman-bird.

Finally Sean doherty round up his successful season by finishing 
2nd in the Primary Schools 100m final and 1st in the 800m. 

Sporting success at Albyn!
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fooTbAll
The Upper 2/3 Football team has achieved a great amount 
this year. The numbers at training has remained steady 
throughout the year and past successes have been built on, 
as the team continues to strengthen as a unit. in the initial 
league completed before October, the team narrowly missed 
out on getting into the A league although did manage some 
impressive Cup wins early in the season.

After October in the b league, at the time of going to press 
the team is currently sitting top of the league with 4 wins 
from 4. This is a great testament to the levels of commitment 
they have put in all season and it is great to see their hard 
work rewarded. From Left to Right - Back Row > Sam Macfarlane, Rhys Crawford, Rory Littlewood, 

Lloyd Sharp, Liam gilchrist. Front Row > daniel Thomson, Aayan Jeet,  
Conner Sibbald, Rory Moir, Finn bryce.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Angus white, Ramsay wilson, Zane bedawi, 
william Cooper, Aaron Fox, Jamie gillick. Middle Row > Joseph Horne,  
Kai Crawford, Patrick Lynas, Raegan Rintoul, Jasper Lecore, Tiaan Truter,  
dylan driver. Front Row > Collin Campbell, Finlay Cooper, Andrew Jamieson.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Matthew McCardle, Maurizio de gennaro 
Sorentino, Harris Macdonald, william bricknell, Oliver werb, daniel Soremenkun. 
Front Row > Oliver Spalding, Aaron bedawi, James Cavanagh, Michael doig, 
Matthew Riddell, Connor Kennedy, Oscar Forbes.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Matthew Lynas, gabriel Kennedy, 
James Lawson, Joe Taylor, Adam walker, Oscar Lecore. Front Row > 
Jeremy wong, Oliver waterhouse, Findlay Jardine, ben Cooper, daniel Smith.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Anthony Thomas, Joel Yule, Ross greig,  
Liam Tavendale, Sean doherty. Front Row > Thomas gilbert, baptiste Armengol, 
edward Freeman, Matthew McLullich, Max Milne.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Rory Mcguckin, Alejandro Coghill, bolaji Ajayi, 
gregor dewhirst, euan watson, Matthew wheadon, gregory baillie. Front Row 
> Cameron birnie, Harry webster, Jack Masson, Scott brooks, Thomas nash, 
etienne dick, Matthew girling.

From Left to Right - Back Row > Jamie wills, Jacob Logue, Charlie werb,  
James Shand, Christian dick, ben wrighton, Sam Reid. Front Row > Mayon Patel, 
Chris Cooper, Josh Clarkson, Clark Scott, Rhys brumfield, Callum Mcknight,  
Alex Louden.

 l2-3 TeAM

 u2/3 TeAM

 u1-6 TeAM
 l5 TeAM

 l4 TeAM
 l6/7 TeAM

 l6/7 TeAM



There are very few people who would disagree with that 
statement and many parents may be rolling their eyes in 
resigned acquiescence, having recently been on the receiving 
end of a very persuasive argument from son or daughter.

when channelled positively and in a structured manner 
where arguments are outlined clearly and respectfully, where 
opponents’ claims are heard and valid rebuttal is given, arguing 
can be a very good thing. we like to call this skill debating. 

The last session has been a very busy one for the Literary 
and debating Society. Our growing membership across 
all year groups has allowed us to participate in a number 
of external competitions and our Thursday lunchtime 
meetings where pupils are encouraged to air their views on 
a range of topics, have been animated and informative.

The start of the year saw Tamsin Raitt and Rebecca Henderson 
(President) compete in the north of Scotland Schools’ 
competition. They spoke consistently well in all three rounds 
and just missed out on a place in the final. nOSS also run 
a Public Speaking competition, and this year our main 
speaker was Zoe Chick who gave an interesting talk on 
the role of women. Zoe’s team mates were Kate Falconer 
as voter of Thanks and Selina Pope as Chairperson.

The english Speaking Union Mace and Junior competitions provide 
stiff competition and interesting motions. Our Senior team of Sam 
Johnson and Zoe Chick discussed political parties and whether 
they should be run out of office if they do not fulfil promises 
made. needless to say, the debate was highly entertaining.

Our Team for the eSU junior competition, euan gregory 
and Milly Kinghorn, won through to the later stages of the 
competition when they won their debate on age restrictions 
being placed on books. both pupils prepared thoroughly 
and argued well and were a credit to the school.

young PeoPle ToDAy
enJoy A gooD ARguMenT. 

As our Society has been so well supported by U1 - U 3 this 
session, the burnside Cup was always destined to be hotly 
contested. eight of our youngest members spoke passionately 
on the motion, " This House would allow cameras in Scottish 
courtrooms" . The emergent winners were Milly Kinghorn 
and euan gregory, but it was apparent that we have a 
great deal of new talent coming through the ranks!

in March, Sam Johnson and Leo McKeever represented Albyn 
in the europe direct debate at the beach ballroom. This is a 
competition run by the Local Authority in association with the 
european Union. After closely fought debates in the morning 
session, an esteemed panel of judges chose Sam and Leo as 
finalists, and, although they just missed out on winning the 
competition overall, they were complimented on their wit and 
quick thinking and won some rather splendid goody bags!

The Clan debate, although not as well attended as it 
has been in the past, saw our Senior pupils tackling 
the motion, "This House would return Albyn to Single-
sex education". A controversial topic, certainly, but one 
which was defeated, much to the relief of the male pupils 
in the audience! Clan douglas, represented by Rebecca 
Henderson and Kirsty McLeish were the eventual winners.

A busy year, but a very enjoyable one as a result! i would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Mr Currie and Mrs Shand for 
their assistance in running the Society and Rebecca Henderson, 
who, in spite of her heavily- committed schedule as Head 
girl, has been an encouraging and organised President.

Roll on some more good arguments next year!

> Mrs Susan Walker

LiTeRARY & debATing SOCieTY:

report 2012 - 2013
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Back Row >  euan gregory, Fintan McKenna, Samuel watson, Leo McKeever, william vaughan.
Middle Row >  Mrs Susan walker, Helen wolfe, eilidh McKenna, Jill Russell, Rebecca Henderson (President), 
 Olivia Juett, Milly Kinghorn, Mr Colin Currie.
Front Row >  ellis watt, inga Lawson, Adam Auchie, Zoe Chick, euan McKnight, eilidh Hughes, Catriona Martin.

Some of our youngest 
members debated
“should cameras be 
allowed in Scottish 

court rooms.”



dUKe OF edinbURgH AwARd:

35 bronze awards and 28 silver awards!

i have thoroughly enjoyed every aspect of gold dofe, in particular the 
volunteering section. i decided to continue helping out in my local 
elderly home where i also completed my Silver volunteering. i wanted 
to do something a bit different so i brought my dog along every 
week who is a ‘therapet’ which means that she is qualified to visit 
people in elderly homes and hospitals. it was clear that the residents 
really enjoyed seeing isla every week and it reminded some of them 
of the pets they used to have. i also feel that i have gained from my 
time spent at the bellfield as i enjoyed taking time to talk with the 
residents and loved hearing all of their stories. > Florence Wright (U6)

i started helping out at my local brownies for my volunteering 
section for my bronze Award and carried on for my Silver and gold 
Awards. i decided i wanted to help at brownies as not only do i 
love working with children but these girls lived locally and majority 
of them go to my old primary school. i have now been helping at 
brownies for 3 years and even though i have finished my all my 
dofe Awards, i am continuing to help at brownies until i leave for 
university. Firstly i was just a helper but as time went on i was given 
more responsibilities with the girls, leading games and coming up 
with my own crafts. There is a wide range of girls from quiet and 
sensible girls to noisy and dramatic girls; i thoroughly enjoy working 
with them all. i am so happy that dofe led me to volunteering at 
brownies as it very rewarding and look forward to it every week.
> Rebecca Henderson (U6)

i really enjoyed my gold dofe experience but my favourite section had 
to be the volunteering. i have worked at a local Oxfam charity shop 
since i started bronze dofe over three years ago. i work there on a 
Saturday and it has been such a good experience to meet new people 
and feel helpful and useful at the same time. working at Oxfam has 
given me more confidence as well as taught me better customer 
service skills which i definitely think will come in useful in the future. 
i would definitely recommend the whole dofe experience to others 
but especially recommend working in a charity shop to volunteer 
as it has been so much fun and a great way to give back! The 
experience went from something i didn’t mind doing, to something 
i quite liked doing, to something i actually thoroughly enjoyed
> Kirsty McLeish and Melissa Bremner (U6)

whAT A buMPeR yeAR foR Dofe:18 of ouR 
u6 giRls CoMPleTeD TheiR golD AwARD!

i never thought i’d say this but i really enjoyed the gold expedition! 
My group and i made so many funny memories and we really bonded 
over the 4 days that we were out walking. i really liked the fact that i 
was in a group with people that weren’t in my immediate friendship 
group as it allowed me to get to know the people better and ever 
since we have all got on so well and always reminisce about dofe! 
Overall, it was a great experience and i am so glad i did it and would 
definitely recommend it to younger years! > Molly Webster (U6)

Throughout my thirteen years at Albyn, i can safely say that gold 
dofe was one of my most rewarding experiences. Something 
as simple as reaching the top of a Monroe on an expedition 
with some of your closest friends by your side, as you take in 
and appreciate the amazing Scottish countryside that we are so 
lucky to have access to, is an experience which you can’t fully 
understand until you do it for yourself. > Selina Pope (U6)

For the last 3 ½ years i have been a volunteer coach at garioch 
Swim Club. i coach and teach children in the lower levels of the 
club and i have enjoyed doing this immensely, despite it being 
very stressful at times! Over the years, many of my swimmers 
have moved up to squads, which i am very proud of. not only 
has coaching increased my confidence and knowledge of 
teaching swimming, i have also achieved Level 1 qualifications 
in both coaching and teaching aquatics. > Clara Douglas (U6)
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Taking shelter

Camping for 
the night

Altogether 
now

Keeping warm

Group planning

Dinner date

Washing up !

Map reading





welCoMe To 
The ACTiviTies 
seCTion wheRe 
we look AT ouR 
AMAzing TRiPs

sToP!

89

leARning ouTsiDe 
of The ClAssRooM 
is A veRy 
iMPoRTAnT AsPeCT 
of sChool life



Almost there !

I did it !

Muddy !
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MonDAy
Today we arrived at Ardeonaig Activities Centre after being on a 
fun coach for 2.5 hours. we were put into groups to do some 
team building challenges. we did the pyramid challenge, the 
code breaker challenge and the plank challenge where working 
as a team we had to get across the ground without touching 
it using planks of wood. it was harder than it sounds!

TuesDAy
Our first activities of the day were archery and ‘The Rocket 
Challenge’. The first part of the challenge was orienteering and we 
had to find signs to crack a code. Once we cracked the code we 
had to find the equipment for the second part of the challenge. 
in the second part we had to work out how to build a rocket 
and how to fly it – it took a while! After lunch our group went 
gorge walking which was so fun! we got so wet. After walking 
up the gorge we went to Loch Tay where we could jump in. it 
was freezing! i jumped in three times so was in need of a really 
hot shower. For games in the evening we had to hunt around 
the centre for the teachers who were hiding in the grounds 
and get their signatures. we also played four ball rounders.

weDnesDAy
Today our first activity that we were going to do was canoeing. 
when i heard this i was really excited because i enjoy water 
sports. we had corn flakes for breakfast and then we tidied our 
rooms thoroughly for the room inspection. After that we headed 
to the Loch. There was beautiful scenery all around us as the 
mountains and grasslands were around us. during our paddle 
we saw an osprey’s nest and the osprey was flying above us. The 
highlight of the day was the game called ‘jamming’ where the 
objective was to spin the canoe round on the spot by putting 
the paddle underneath the boat. if you did it wrong you had 
a high chance of capsizing but we stayed dry! we also played 
a game where we had to find the rubber ducks in the water. 

senioR PuPils eMbARk on 
ouTDooR ADvenTuRes!

AdvenTURe:

ardeonaig

Then everyone fell in the Loch because we were all in one 
boat – this game was called Titanic. After lunch we went on 
the high ropes. First we climbed up approximately 25 feet 
to the top of the ‘pizza box’ which is a platform the same 
size as a pizza. it was so high and wobbly. i also walked 
(and danced along) along the highest beam which was scary 
but fun. when we were being let down we turned upside 
down in our harness and did the spider man move.

ThuRsDAy
Today was our mountain day and we walked about 11km 
across mountains. it was very fun but also very tiring. we 
thought we had reached the summit many times when 
we really hadn’t. when we did reach the summit we had a 
feeling of accomplishment. The mountain was called Creag 
Uchdag, it was very boggy in places and there were lots of 
sheep bones on the mountainside. when we were nearly at 
the top we stopped for lunch which we had prepared earlier. 
The whole trip up and down the mountain was great fun.

fRiDAy
Today the only activity we did was orienteering because 
we sadly have to leave the centre. i enjoyed orienteering 
and we had to find characters from ‘The Simpsons’ which 
were in the grounds of the centre using a map. it has been 
a good week and i am sad to leave. My favourite memory 
of the week is of splashing everyone in canoeing.

Report > Sophie Milne, Tariq Pasha, Seamus Hughes, 
Euan McKnight, Lauren Dunhill and Ifechi Ejidike

When we did reach 
the summit we had a 

feeling of accomplishment. 



gOLF TRiP:

golf team review 2013
links CuP
This April, Albyn golf team ventured to ireland to win the Links 
Cup for the first time. A year ago we lost out on the Cup by one 
point, so this year the team were very determined to win. Our 
team consisted of, Mayon Patel, Fintan McKenna, Harry webster 
and david Mcivor. when we arrived in ireland, we were greeted 
by our host families, who had kindly taken us in for the week. The 
first day approached of the Links Cup, we were playing against the 
school Colaiste iosaef of Kilmallock and St Joseph’s of ballybunion. 
The course that we were playing was the prestigious doonbeg, 
which has been designed by the famous greg norman. The first 
pairing up was Harry webster and Mayon Patel, they braved the 
conditions and winds of up to 50mph to come out with a 3&2 
victory. Albyn’s first point had been secured. Fintan McKenna 
and david Mcivor were next up, unfortunately they were not 
successful but did have a valiant comeback and only lost to their 
opponents on the 18th green. After day one Albyn were still in the 
competition and travelled to the stunning course of ballybunion for 
day two of action. glorious conditions welcomed the golfers and 
the course designed by Robert Trent Jones was ready for some very 
low scoring. 

Glorious conditions 
welcomed the golfers and 
the course designed by 
Robert Trent Jones was 
ready for some very 

low scoring. 

The format of the day was singles match play and team captain 
Mayon Patel secured another point for the team with his victory 
in the opening match. Sadly the further three team members 
lost but everybody had high spirits knowing that we only needed 
two points on the final day to win. The final day was played at 
the parkland course, Shannon. Singles was the format again 
and after all the tension, Harry webster and Fintan McKenna 
secured the points which we needed to win. The trophy was won 
in style as Fintan holed a glorious put to win his point from 30 
feet on the 17th to make birdie. This summed up our fighting 
mentality. we would like to thank the host school, Colaiste iosaef 
for their fantastic welcome and their teacher eoin Shinners for his 
impeccable organisation. we are now looking forward to October 
when we are the host school and will have the chance to defend 
the Links Cup for the first time.

A yeAR Ago we losT ouT on 
The CuP by one PoinT, so 
This yeAR The TeAM weRe 
veRy DeTeRMineD To win. 
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A FRenCH viSiT:

paris

On Sunday night we were all excited to travel on the sleeper 
train to London. The rooms on the train were tiny and we 
didn’t get much sleep. This was the start of our adventure! 
Most of us had never travelled on the eurostar, and we were 
surprised about how our ears popped when we went into the 
Channel Tunnel. After checking in at our hotel, we went to a 
local restaurant to get dinner and then we went on a coach tour 
around Paris. Our guide was a really funny lady who knew lots 
of stories about the main points of interest. imagine our surprise 
when she had managed to time our arrival at the eiffel Tower 
for 10 o’clock and the tower suddenly became all sparkly.

On Tuesday we went to Château de versailles, we had to wait 
outside for ages but it was a good opportunity to take pictures 
of the impressive palace. when we got in there was loads of 
gold in every room and paintings on the ceiling. we also went 
into the palace gardens. They were huge but really pretty. we 
were, of course all headed to the ice cream stand, where we 
had the most amazing chocolaty Mr whippy cones. After the 
palace we had a chance to shop. we were amazed to find a 
whole shopping centre with nothing but toy shops. After our 
dinner at the Hard Rock Café we were on a river cruise on the 
Seine. we had to sit on our waterproofs because the seats 
outside were wet. The views were incredible, though. when we 
got back to the hotel we were very tired and went to bed.

On wednesday we went to Louvre and saw the Mona Lisa. The 
art gallery was really stuffy, and there were so many people 
walking around we could hardly get through the crowds, 

but there were still nice paintings everywhere. After the Louvre 
we went to Montmartre, - we had to climb 90 stairs out of 
the metro station and then faced 222 steps up to the top of 
Montmartre where we saw the massive church of Sacre Coeur and 
a guy doing football on a lamp post. it was great fun spending 
time in the market square where all the artists were working. 
Lots of people got caricatures drawn, including dr Millar, and 
we also bought lots of souvenirs there as well. After dinner we 
went to the eiffel Tower. As we were a bit early, half of us went 
to take pictures of it and got soaked when a massive rain storm 
broke. The other half went on a carousel and got completely 
soaked. when it was time we went up in the lift to the second 
floor. we took lots of pictures of the view and the tower. 

On Thursday we woke up very excited about going to disney 
Land. we went on lots of rides including Space Mountain 2, 
Aerosmith, Haunted House. we also met some disney characters 
like Tigger, goofy and Snow white. Unfortunately we did not 
manage to collect any autographs for our special books. (Maybe 
we will just have to go back sometime). After dinner we watched 
the Parade, which was amazing and we all got the song stuck 
in our head. we bought lots of souvenirs in disney Land.

by the time Friday came along, we had seen so much 
and walked so far that we were grateful to relax on 
the train back to Aberdeen. we got in just before 
midnight – the last in a series of exciting long days.

> Niamh Anderson and Jodie Lawson (U1)

We woke up 
very excited 

about going to 
Disney Land

The views 
were 

incredible



ACTiviTieS:

morocco

Look out below

Enjoying the sun

PARADise vAlley
After days of just seeing desert, we drove up to Paradise 
valley in the Atlas Mountains. we were struck by the lush 
vegetation and the running fresh water in a spectacular 
gorge that we were told was limestone. This was in stark 
contrast to the sand and sea we had come accustomed 
to. The walk up was beautiful with rock pools, turtles, 
vegetation and the sound of fresh running water.

when we got to the first rock pool, the guide took the lead 
and leapt into the glassy, clear water. we then followed after 
a safety talk from Mr Currie. The best jump was from about 
4m high. After diving and jumping and swimming we split 
up into 2 groups, one went on a walk and the other went for 
a swim and some jumps on the way. The group who went 
swimming up the stream saw some amazing things, the rock 
pools were joint together by natural slides that we slid down.

Overall Paradise valley was one of the best experiences 
of our lives. The perfect warm water, the beautiful 
natural jumps and the serenity of it all.

> William Van Wachem (U3)

suRfing
On the first morning we all woke up to the sound of the waves 
pounding on the rocks and saw the sun reflecting off the water 
into our room. Once we had breakfast and carried our board 
and wetsuit up to the minibus, we set off to the beach. we 
stopped at the ‘devils point’. it was a spectacular sight, a large 
rock with a praying point precariously placed on top. we were 
all amazed by the scenery we almost forgot we were here to 
surf. we quickly were taught the basics and placed in the waves, 
some picked it up faster than others. The waves were perfect 
for learning as not too big but got more powerful as the week 
progressed. we got used to being thrown around by the surf 
and you definitely felt it when you went to sleep at night. 

> Aaron Grayson and Eilidh Duthie (U3)

Learning to surf
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Traditional tea ceremony

Making bread

beRbeR CulTuRAl CenTRe
After a long bus journey into the foothills of the Atlas Mountains 
we arrived at our destination – the berber Cultural Centre. we were 
introduced to Muhammed, the owner, who was very nice and 
outgoing. we were shocked by the beauty of the place when we 
first entered: the radiant colours of red, yellow and white stung our 
eyes. we were then introduced to Halid, who showed us how to 
make the famous berber mint tea. we had to pay close attention, 
for we would be competing to make the best tea later that night.

we were then put into groups and given tasks: making flat bread 
and tagine, helping to build an adobe wall, and taking dominic 
the donkey to a well. For lunch we made and then ate bread, 
which we had baked in a traditional wood stove and the tagine, a 
popular Moroccan dish made of meat, vegetables, argan oil and 
spicy herbs. Muhammed then had another task for us: climbing 
a large, a very large mountain to a cave. i think we can all admit 
that the proposition was not exactly inviting at first. However, 
as we passed the incredible towns, with their adobe houses and 
minarets, the cows, goats and herds of sheep on the streets, 
and after we had endured Mr. Currie’s so bad they are good 
jokes, we realised that the walk was a thing we would take away 
for the rest of our lives. The sights were truly unforgettable.

That night we drank the tea we had made during out contest 
as we listened to traditional berber music, played for us by a 
local band, and danced the night away. we added a Scottish 
tradition to the festivities when we showed our hosts how to 
dance Strip the willow. The result was a hilarious, fun evening.

The next morning we thanked Muhammed and 
left the centre for our next adventure. 

> David McIvor (U3)

MoRoCCAn fooD
Throughout our week in Morocco, we were served a variety of 
food including traditional Moroccan cuisine. The main meal 
we ate was the cultural dish – the tagine. These are cooked 
and served in terracotta bowls with dome shaped lids. They 
are meat based dishes which include several different spices 
such as turmeric and ginger. To accompany the tagines, we had 
homemade bread that you could dip in the juices. it was good 
to try new foods but nice to home to something more familiar.

> Abi Walters, Eilidh Duthie, Skye Arnott (U3)

please go to the top of the next column



OUTdOOR FUn:

spain
sATuRDAy:  
we arrived at school for 10am and went by bus to 
glasgow airport for our flight to Alicante. when we 
arrived it was still hot and we took a bus to our home for 
the week, a watersports complex in Los Alcazares. The 
accommodation was basic and we shared rooms of 6.

sunDAy:  
we went down to breakfast before walking to the local shop. 
Then we met our watersports instructors at the beach. There were 
5 groups and we rotated around the activities of snorkelling, 
stand-up paddle boarding, kayaking, sailing and windsurfing. 
Some of us found the kayaking easy as it is really similar to 
rowing and we could control the boats. That night we walked 
along the beach to get an ice-cream in the next village.

MonDAy: 
Today we did another two activities. The snorkelling was cold. we 
learned about sea anemones and how they can sink themselves 
into the sand . The instructors taught us how to change direction 
on a windsurf and not to fall in. it was tricky but good fun. 
At night we did indoor entertainments as it started to rain.

TuesDAy:  
Today we headed to benidorm to go to Aqualandia, a 
large waterpark. it was really hot and the park had some 
huge slides. we met many new friends and had a great 
time trying our Spanish out. That night, we could either 
have free time or go for a walk to the ice-cream shop.

We practiced our balancing
 

on the paddle boards a
nd 

some people took the 
kayaks out and rode t

he 
waves back in.



097

weDnesDAy: 
back to watersports at the centre and we did our final activity 
in the morning. After lunch, we got to pick which activity we 
wanted to do again, or we could play beach games. Some 
people went back out sailing, wind surfing and kayaking. 
no-one went back snorkelling as it was too cold. The rest 
of us played games on the sand with the instructors.

ThuRsDAy:  
Today we got to pick what we wanted to do again. it was 
good to have the choice of what to do. we practiced our 
balancing on the paddle boards and some people took the 
kayaks out and rode the waves back in. That night we had 
a disco, the teachers joined in and we all did some funny 
dance moves. it was entertaining to watch. The instructors 
joined in too and it was good to get to know them better.

fRiDAy:  
we had a room inspection and after breakfast were 
ready to go to the airport. we travelled back to 
Aberdeen and got home at 8pm very tired.

A great time was had by all.

> (U1)

Learning new skills

Balance is key !

 It was 
entertaining 
to watch.



L7'S TRiP TO...

normandy
fRenCh MARkeT!
i have chosen to do the French market, as it was 
my favourite thing that we did in France. 

The French market was a chance to be free and stroll up 
and down the street and buy things that we like. The most 
popular thing bought would be a ‘snapback’, (a hat). 

i bought: A snapback, a bracelet for me, a bracelet for my 
sister and a delicious nutella crêpe! i watched the man make 
it. He poured out the mixture and it looked massive! He then 
folded it it up and put nutella in it and it was deLiCiOUS! 

i think we could have spent 15 more minutes at 
the French market, so we could be there for 1 hour. 
That was the only thing about it that i disliked.

> Rachel Buchan (L7)

noRMAnDy 2013
On Sunday the 26th may, at 9:00pm, L7 boarded the bus 
for Legoland windsor. we arrived there at 10:00am the 
following morning and spent a day on rides and enjoying 
the sun. At 4 we set off for the ibis in Portsmouth where 
we would spend the night before waking at 6 to board the 
ferry to Caen. Arriving at 3:00 French time, we drove to 
Arramanges. in Arramanges we went to a 360 theatre. it was 
an emotional movie and we were all shocked at the reality 
of it and felt like it was an important part of who we were. 
Afterwards we went to a museum about the pier the allies 
built off the coast of Arramanges. On wednesday morning we 
drove to bayeux and visited a French market. it was a good 
experience of using other currencies and we had fun. whilst 
we were there we visited the bayeux tapestry. it was an 
interesting history lesson and we really enjoyed it. After lunch 
we went to an American cemetery at Omaha beach. There 
were around 9500 graves and they all died in the same year 
or two. That is a terrible price to pay as that was one of many 
cemeteries in the area. it was an emotional experience for us all. 
Then we went to the actual beach and there were hundreds of 
large craters where the bombs had landed. The next morning 
we packed our bags and headed off to the Merville battery 
where we crowded into a german shelter and listened to the 
sound of a british raid. we headed to Pegasus bridge after 
that where there was a museum, had a guided tour and saw 
a replica of an ally glider. After lunch we boarded the ferry 
again and sailed back to england. The rest of that night and 
the following morning we drove back up north to Aberdeen.
All in all the trip was fun and educational and we 
will relish the opportunity to go abroad again.

> Claire Gilchrist (L7)

our first 
stop of the day was the Merville Battery 
Museum. We went to see a reenactment of 
what it was like for the Germans on the 
night before D-day when the paratroopers

came to take over the Germans. We thought 
it was very realistic. They had bangs,
flashing lights and smoke. You could 

feel the whole room vibrating. 
> Abigail Byrne and Katie Hindle

It was 
very emotional 
and told a 
good story 
> Gemma Lane

It made you realise 
how horrible the 

conditions were in the 
D-day fighting. 
> Jo Littlewood

The food is really nice, the items in the shops are really 
high quality for the price and the ferry has really good 

entertainment. overall the ferry is incredible !!! 
> Daniel Michie

The Ferry is amazing, there 
are heaps of shops and 
a cinema and really cool 
watching the boats go by,  
I love it.
> Caitlin Neill

It was really 
good and I 

really enjoyed it.
> Abigail Byrne

What I enjoyed th
e  

most was the m
arket  

I got a reason t
o speak 

French and buy s
ome  

new things. 
> Sofia Scaliarini
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Site seeing

Army trucks

Memorial



SeniOR TRiP:

vienna and prague
it’s Monday 27th May and 28 pupils and 4 teachers are 
not going to school but instead boarded the boeing 737 
and took off to the sky to fly to vienna for 3 exciting days 
and then to Prague for another 3 jam-packed days. we 
then landed in vienna and after a short wait, got to our 
hotel by bus and went to bed (we were quite tired). 

day 2 and we headed to Schönbrunn Palace and gardens 
for a historical morning. we all found it very interesting 
and, after the grand tour of the palace, got ourselves an ice 
cream to accompany us on the walk around the gardens. in 
the afternoon we took the Schönbrunn mini train from the 
palace to the zoo, where we got to look at a huge variety 
of animals from the monkeys and gorillas to the bats in the 
dark bat cave where some of us got the fright of our lives!

wednesday morning was time for the thrill seekers to get there 
time to shine as we headed to Prater Amusement Park. Some 
of the more daring people went on rides such as the Schwarze 
Mamba, shaped as a snake, which spun you round and upside-
down! The rest of us got our thrills from rides such as the 
dodgems. in the afternoon we went to the planetarium to gaze 
up at the stars and planets and then in the evening had a walk 
around the city but it got too cold so we resorted to a Starbucks!

Thursday was spent mostly travelling to Prague but we stopped 
in brno and visited the Mendel Museum and learned about 
gregor Mendel, the man who experimented on peas which 
later led to the formation of his own laws of heredity. After 
that we travelled to Prague and eventually found our hotel 
where we were so tired it was almost straight to bed! 

On Friday we spent a couple of hours with a tour guide who 
walked us through historical Prague and its different periods of 
architecture. Highlights of this include Prague Castle and wenceslas 
Square. we then went to the Palladium Mall where most of us 
“shopped ‘til we dropped!” and then headed to the waterpark! 
At the Aqua Park we all enjoyed splashing head first into the 
whirlpool and racing down the fast river rapids and some of us 
could have stayed there for days! This was my highlight of the trip. 

On Saturday we had a boat cruise along the River vltava, where 
our tour guide told us about the historical scenery and the 40 days 
of rain they were expecting! we then went back to the Palladium 
Shopping Mall for a last minute shop and then to the hotel to 
collect our cases and take the bus to the airport. we then took 
the embraer 190 to Amsterdam and the boeing 737 back to 
Aberdeen where the trip ended. it was sad for the best week of 
the school year to end but i think we were happy to be home too. 

> Matthew Nicol (U3)
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Amazing sites and delicious food!

Beautiful architecture

Educational and historical



we started our expedition in the capital of Antananarivo, 
before travelling for a whole day to Antoetra, where our 
Zafiminary trek was to start. The first day’s walk was difficult; 
beginning with a steep hill, at the top was a tomb. it later 
became apparent that our guides had made us walk the 1st 
and 2nd days in one day! However, this did mean that we 
were able to go to a lovely waterfall on the 3rd day of the 
trek. whilst trekking we went to many villages, and were 
almost always surrounded by local children at every turn.

The locals were always kind and welcoming to us. when we 
camped the first night, the villagers played music for us around 
a campfire, followed by some dancing. The other nights we 
stayed in a house in a village, which one night, due to the 
temperamental cooking equipment we nearly got roasted! 

The walking was tough, but the spectacular views and 
wood carvings we saw, whilst meeting the Malagasy 
people, were worth all the sore muscles.

The last day involved a very steep hill, very early in the morning. 
it was difficult but the feeling when we all succeeded in 
getting to the top, made us all forget how tired we all were.

After our trek was finished we headed to Ranomafana, a 
national Park and rainforest. Although we were not convinced 
by the look of the thermal baths and pool nearby, we got 
to see our first lemur that night: The Mouse Lemur, which is 
the smallest lemur in Madagascar. The wildlife did not stop 
there: the next day we went for a four hour walk around the 
park, seeing multiple lemurs, leaf geckos and even a snake!

none of us wanted to leave Ranomafana, as we enjoyed 
going round the village and seeing all the wildlife. After a 
pit stop in the capital, we headed on to Andasibe, another 
national Park. Team morale was low as we arrived, 

oveR The suMMeR holiDAys of 2012 Ten Albyn sChool PuPils, Two TeACheRs 
AnD one exPeDiTion leADeR seT ouT foR MADAgAsCAR, foR one whole MonTh.

eXPediTiOn:

madagascar

The locals were always kind 
and welcoming to us.



Building a new school

as it was raining, but we soon found very nice accommodation 
and hot showers, which lifted everyone’s spirits. The whole group 
played games, until 11pm, a very late night for us by this point.

The next morning we walked around the national Park, seeing 
a snake, a tiny frog, a massive termite’s nest, a golden Sifaka 
(lemur) and common brown lemurs. but by far the highlight 
of the walk was seeing the indri, the largest of the lemurs. we 
heard its haunting cries before we saw them, directly above 
us. being so close to such amazing creatures was incredible.

we then headed to Toamasina, a coastal town. whilst 
there we went to the zoo and saw even more wildlife. 

Up early again, we headed to the tropical paradise of ile 
Aux nattes, off of the south tip of ile Sainte Marie, by 
pirogue. This was where we would be spending our rest 
and relaxation time. The island was beautiful. we spent our 
days swimming, sunbathing, climbing trees, and surprisingly, 
doing yoga and even early morning runs. we also spent 
a day whale watching, which was amazing – we saw two 
male humpbacks jumping together out of the water.

After our R and R finished we headed to Akany Avoko, a children’s 
home near the capital city, but not after some drama the night 
before when we reached Antananarivo and there was literally 
“no room at the inn” that we were expecting to stay in!

At Akany Avoko, we were welcomed warmly by the staff and 
children who live there. we spent the first two days of our 
project at a building site digging foundations, helping to build 
an all-boys children’s home Akany Harimany. This was extremely 
fulfilling and a very worthwhile cause. The next day the group split 
between staying at Harimany and going to a secondary school 
to help paint some classrooms. That day, the team succeeded in 
knocking down a building and painting two whole classrooms. 
Our hard work was danced and sung off that night when we 
took part in karaoke and sung some songs for the locals. 

The fourth day of our project was spent at the secondary 
school, and, finishing early, three of us went to a building near 
Akany Avoko to help paint a shop in which girls who have left 
the children’s home are going to sell their crafts which they 
learnt to make in Akany Avoko. After we returned we went 
to see the babies and toddlers. They loved the attention and 
leaving them was very difficult. That night we were given a 
veloma (goodbye) Party by the children, who did traditional 
dances from the highlands and south. we then did Ceilidh 
dancing for them. After a drink of hot chocolate and cake, we 
gave out sweets. we then ended the night with a disco.

we left Akany Avoko for Lake itasy, to prepare before 
our flight home. Lake itasy was a very picturesque place. 
Although we did not swim in the lake due to bacteria, 
there was a pool, and lots of places to sunbathe.

Madagascar was a life changing experience that made us 
all grow up a lot and learn to cope with a multitude of 
situations. we also learned about the beautiful country 
of Madagascar, and how privileged we are in the UK. we 
bonded as a team despite being from mixed groups of 
friends, and got through the experience together. 

We spent the first two 
days of our project at a building 

site digging foundations, helping to build an 
all-boys children’s home Akany Harimany. 
This was extremely fulfilling and a very 

worthwhile cause. 
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 Working together



SPORTS TOUR:

marbella

Upon arrival the group were met by their reps Angel and Juan 
who looked after our needs for the duration of the stay, along 
with providing many laughs and lots of memories. After their 
first Spanish buffet, the teams met their coaches. The boys were 
working with edu from Malaga CF and the girls with Jen from 
netball europe. Following their first training session in the 30 
degree heat there was just enough time for a quick dip in the pool 
before dinner and early bed before the first full day of activities.

The first full day started with a 7am wakeup call from Mrs 
Crawford who was raring to get everybody running along the 
beach, even though it was still dark! After our run and breakfast 
it was another training session from our coaches before some free 
time to participate in activities available in the complex such as; 
swimming, pool, tennis, beach volleyball, and table-tennis. Later 
that after afternoon the first staff vs senior netball match took 
place. The result was long debated but the seniors walked away 
confident they had won by the smallest of margins. A re-match 
was hastily arranged. . with the temperature not dropping much 
below 30 degrees, everybody’s legs were feeling very tired and a 
quiet night was planned. we cheered whilst watching Scotland 
take the lead against wales in the world Cup qualifying match 
but all went to bed disappointed as they eventually lost 2-1.

day three was a rest day to enjoy some of the local attractions. 
However it still began with a sprint session on the hard track at 
the hotel before breakfast. After that we went to Tivoli world, 
a theme park in Torremolinos. For some the lasting memory 
will be the water slide or the vertical drop ride, for others it will 
be the haunted house where the senior girls could be heard 
screaming and the first years seen running straight back out. but 
for certain, everybody will remember the massive teddies which 
the younger members of the group opted to buy when Miss Knox 
had taken them for an ice cream! After the theme park is was 
off to a local shopping centre which had designer stores, food 
courts and a bowling alley. Sadly the scheduled bowling had to 
be cancelled as it was a local holiday and the store was closed. 
The U1 girls enjoyed a Pizza in the mall as the seniors shopped 
till they dropped. not downhearted, everybody returned back to 
the hotel happy and ready for their fixture the following day.

day four was match day. The day started with a circuit session 
on the netball court, followed by a run around the hotel grounds 
and then another training session with Jen and edu. before 
we knew it, it was time to face our first Spanish opposition. 
ironically the girls had to travel to gibraltar for their hockey 
matches where the U13 and U17 teams both played against 
gibraltar. both teams fought really hard but were beaten 
2-1 and 3-1 respectively. At times the planes flying in beside 
them had more of their focus than the match in progress. 

on 10 oCTobeR 2012, Albyn sChool eMbARkeD uPon iTs fiRsT 
Co-eDuCATionAl sPoRTs TouR To MARbellA in sPAin. ThiRTy-fouR 
PuPils fRoM u1-u6 PARTiCiPATeD in A vARieTy of CAMPs To  
iMPRove TheiR neTbAll, hoCkey AnD fooTbAll skills.
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The boys match was a little closer to home on the hotel pitch 
just along the road. Playing against a very impressive local 
side they were beaten 4-2 but had shown enough positive 
play to suggest they were going to come good. with the girls 
arriving home from gibraltar there was just time for a quick 
turnaround before heading off to Puerto banus to sample the 
high life and eat ice-cream whilst admiring the huge boats.

day five -After breakfast the girls went to do some ball work on 
the training courts whilst the boys had a recovery session in the ice 
cold pool to try and relax their legs from the previous day. After 
lunch, the girls had time to relax whilst the boys got on a bus to 
Malaga to visit La Rosaleda Stadium, the home of Malaga CF and 
their Club Shop. The afternoon was set aside to complete the 
second fixture of the tour, the girls this time playing netball. Again 
the U1-U2 team demonstrated their abilities as they defeated 
their opposition 18-1. The U4-U6 team were left disappointed 
however as they faced up against a team of experienced women 
who attempted to wind them up and entice them into a battle. 
The boys faced a daunting task as their opponents turned up 
looking far older and a lot bigger. it was decided that Mr wilkie, 

Mr McCulloch and Juan should put their strips on and sit 
on the bench to balance the teams up. As darkness drew, 
the boys managed to battle out a 6-4 win and as the final 
whistle blew the senior girls were seen running round 
the corner to support the team. none the less everybody 
could be heard walking down the road signing and 
celebrating their success on what was the last night.

The final morning consisted of packing and one last training 
session. exhausted from the previous day’s matches it was evident 
that everybody had given their all, as the energy levels had 
dropped significantly from previous sessions. There was however 
just enough left in the tank for the senior girls to face up against 
the staff once more in a rematch of the previous netball fixture. 
determined that the result could not be debated this time, the 
staff won comfortably in a well contested, friendly game! Sadly 
it was time to leave and the long journey home began. Molly 
webster, eilidh McKenna and ettienne dick picked up awards 
for the performers of the week but every single player had 
contributed to what had been an excellent week of sporting fun. 

> Mr McCulloch

Touring the island

About to score
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The finAl sToP 
of ouR JouRney. 
we hoPe you 
hAve enJoyeD 
The Review!

sToP!
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we hoPe ThAT 
All foRMeR 
PuPils look 
bACk wARMly AT 
TheiR TiMe heRe



FORMeR PUPiL:

fp report and award

Our annual leaver’s coffee took place on the 18th June where we 
said goodbye to the 6th years and a few members of staff too.

we usually hold our FP Challenge Hockey Match in June 
but sadly we were unable to find a suitable date. Hopefully 
we will manage to secure a date for next year.

i had the great pleasure of being the guest speaker 
at the Lower School Closing Ceremony at the end of 
term. The pupils sang beautifully and it was lovely 
to see the boys and girls receiving their prizes. 

i also attended the Upper School Closing Ceremony 
to present last year’s FP Award to Julie Marshall.

i had the privilege of being part of a momentous occasion 
at Albyn when we had our first Royal visitor.

The new Oliver wing was officially opened on the 24th 
of July by His Royal Highness, The duke of gloucester. 
i was honoured to be introduced to the duke and 
had a little chat about our Former Pupils Club.

Miss Oliver’s legacy and name lives on and the pupils are 
reminded of this every day as they walk past the official 
plaque to the entrance of the new Oliver wing. 

in September we held our Life is A Cabaret evening 
where we enjoyed hearing tunes from the hit musical 
Hairspray performed by the Phoenix Theatre group. 

in november we once again held our bridge and 
Quiz evening in the school hall and library which 
always proves to be a very popular event. 

we have worked hard to gain support at these events 
from current parents at the school and members of the 
Albyn School Parents Association and i am very grateful 
for their support at both social events during the year.

Another highlight of being President is the selection, 
interviewing and announcement of the winner of the FP 
Award. Our worthy winner this year is Melissa bremner. 

As always i am eternally grateful to all the people that 
have supported the FP Club this academic year.

iT is hARD To believe My finAl yeAR As 
PResiDenT of The Albyn sChool foRMeR 
PuPil's Club hAs PAsseD so QuiCkly AnD iT 
CeRTAinly hAs onCe AgAin been A busy yeAR. 

Finally i would like to thank all of my committee 
who have been fantastic to work with. 

Special thanks to my Treasurer Jill bedawi for all her 
support, commitment and hard work and to my Secretary 
Trish Holdsworth who continues to devote so much 
of her time to producing our annual newsletter.

i would like to wish Sarah Harley all the best as 
she steps up into the role as vice President.

Last but by no means least a huge thank you to 
my vice President Jill Campbell for all her help and 
support over the last year. i wish her every success as 
she takes over the Role as President of the Club.

Thank you to everyone who has supported me over 
the past 4 years and i look forward to seeing you 
all at this year’s FP and school social events. 

> Lynn Clark - President

Finally I would 
like to thank all of 
my committee who 
have been fantastic 
to work with. 
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The TRADiTion of seleCTing A PuPil who exhibiTs 
soMe of The besT TRAiTs of Albyn PuPils, is A long 
sTAnDing one ThAT will ConTinue foR MAny yeARs.

The Former Pupil's Award is presented to an 'outstanding' Albyn 
pupil. Many are chosen because they have worked hard and are 
a committed and enthusiastic member of school community. 
This year's winner; Melissa competed against a number of other 
very worthy pupils who should also be proud of all they have 
achieved during their time at Albyn.

next year will be the first year where the boys will have a chance 
to become the first winner of the Former Pupil's Award in over 
140 years.

FORMeR PUPiL:

fp award

It is an honour to 
be chosen as this years 

FP award winner.



i don’t think that it quite sunk in when it was first announced – 
but yes, she was serious, Annabel Truter really was giving up the 
Chair’s role at the end the 2011-12 school year, having more than 
paid her debt to society. An awkward silence was punctuated 
by much fidgeting in seats and valiant efforts by all those 
assembled to avoid eye contact with anyone who they thought 
might volunteer them. A few weeks of uncertainty went by until 
one man finally decided to put his head above the parapet, and 
subsequently swept to power on a manifesto of no-one else being 
daft enough to do likewise.

Our first event was the Fireworks night which as ever proved 
popular. The weather held throughout, and the continuing 
increase in the standard of the pyrotechnics seemed to earn a well-
deserved thumbs up from everyone there – overheard speculations 
that increased school fees had anything to do with this were 
completely unfounded! The event raised in excess of £1600.

november saw the return of the Albyn Christmas Fair. 
Unfortunately this clashed with an international rugby event at 
Pittodrie, but was still well attended, with over £3600 made, and 
our healthy list of crafters that are willing to attend proves that 
their participation is obviously worthwhile. 

in december our e-mail contacts database was assembled, in 
an effort to produce a more environmentally friendly means of 
communication and to reduce the amount of paperwork that goes 
home in schoolbags. we have also installed a noticeboard in the 
school playground near the rear gates as an alternative means of 
publicising our events. 

ASPA:

albyn school parents association

	  

The Summer ball was held at the end of April and was ultimately a 
success. A very enjoyable night was complemented by the raising 
of about £4500 for ASPA funds and for the Charlie House Appeal. 
However it is clear that the general appetite for this event has 
diminished, and so it is probably time to give this idea a rest for a 
year or two.

The money that we raise goes, with the exception of our 
nominated charities, to the benefit of the school and its’ pupils. 
Future projects that we are considering include improvements 
to the playground facilities, teaching software upgrades and 
the introduction of a new greenhouse for the Upper School. 
Meanwhile, outside of our fundraising activities, we have 
maintained our regular visits to the school at lunchtimes to sample 
the school meals – overall we have formed the impression that 
the standard has generally improved over the last 12-18 months, 
although we realise that we will never keep everybody happy! 

we have taken note of the views that some people have expressed 
that our emphasis on fundraising has been at the expense of social 
events, and this is something that we hope to address this summer 
and in subsequent years. we are always receptive to new ideas 
or suggestions – however, despite the great support that i have 
received from the present Committee, our aspirations are often 
limited by the numbers of people willing to help us achieve them. 
if you would like to participate in any way, either as a Committee 
Member or by helping with any of our fundraising or social events, 
we will always be grateful for your support. if you would like 
further information please contact your Class Representative.

> Mark Hindle
ASPA Chair

i Don’T Think ThAT iT QuiTe sunk in when iT wAs 
fiRsT AnnounCeD – buT yes, she wAs seRious. 
AnnAbel TRuTeR ReAlly wAs giving uP The ChAiR’s 
Role AT The enD The 2011-12 sChool yeAR, hAving 
MoRe ThAn PAiD heR DebT To soCieTy. 
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