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INTRODUCTION

FUN FACT : 
THE FIRST ALBYN MAGAZINE WAS PUBLISHED IN JUNE ����. MISS THIRDE LAUNCHED THE MAGAZINE WITH THE FOLLOWING INTRODUCTION, MUCH OF WHICH STILL RINGS 

TRUE TODAY.
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- SCHOOL NEWS - 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to introduce to present and former pupils and to the 

friends who take such kindly interest in Albyn Place School, this, our first school magazine, 

and to express the hope that a long and prosperous and useful life lies before it. Earlier 

magazines Albyn Place School has had; there was the F.P. Club Magazine which was 

launched in 1911, and is notable for several fine contributions by Mr. Mackie himself 

as well as many of his most brilliant pupils; and there have been several modest Form 

Magazines, which showed that the enthusiastic spirit of the old school still lived, and 

that even among the younger girls there was a distinct promise of literary – and we must 

add financial – ability. But now that we have all joined forces we look to all, from the 

youngest of the present pupils to the oldest of the former pupils, to do their very best 

to make it a magazine that the school may be proud of, both as a literary achievement 

and as a record of School and F.P. work and progress. The editors, both School and F.P., 

will receive gladly all articles and items of news however small, and the treasurers will 

count it a pleasure as well as a duty to acknowledge all subscriptions and donations. 

To the F.P.’s and girls leaving school I make a special appeal to be regular subscribers to 

the magazine. It is a great pity when girls leaving school or leaving town lose touch with 

the school. There is nothing that quite makes up for the comradeship and public spirit of 

“the old school,” which is always in some way “the best school of all,” and it is an equally 

great loss when a school loses touch with its former pupils, whose tastes and characters it 

has helped to form, and whose work and lives are at once its fruition and its most searching 

criticism. The individuals of the school – both pupils and staff – may change but the school 

lives on, gaining new pupils and mistresses as the year’s pass, but keeping its old girls as 

its friends and helpers, and retaining the interest and affection of all who have worked 

for it. The magazine will, we hope, give the power of expression to this ever-increasing 

community, communicating to those still in school the thoughts and memories of those 

now gone beyond its walls, and telling of their doings in the greater world; and voicing 

to the wider circle of Albyn Place girls, wherever they are, the hopes and dreams of the 

pupils of today, telling how they in turn work and play in the school, learning to face 

the larger responsibilities and to enjoy the fuller joys of citizenship and womanhood. 

Miss Thirde

Headmistress 1916-1919
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The last decade has seen some of the 
most far reaching changes in Albyn 
School’s long history. When I arrived 
in August 2008, Upper 1 was the first 
coeducational year group in the Upper 
School. Now no pupil has experienced 

anything other than coeducation.  
The policies of the Governing Board 
supported by the work of the Albyn 

Foundation has secured nearly 8% of 
the School’s places for bright children 

of low income families. 
The increasingly cosmopolitan nature of the city as a result of the 
global oil and gas industry and the two world class universities has 
been reflected in an increasingly diverse make-up of the School 
population, with staff and pupils coming from a broad range of 
European and non-European countries. A decade ago there was 
no International Primary Curriculum in the Lower School, neither 
was there Engineering Science, Mandarin, sports science and little 
more than introductory Spanish in the Upper School. There was 
no football or rowing or golf or skiing on the games programme. 
No technology was taught and the Wood Foundation Engineering 
Science Centre hadn’t even been thought of. There were fewer 
science laboratories; the junior Warrack Library didn’t exist neither 
did the Wood Arts and Lecture Theatre. A prefab located on the 
current site of the netball courts housed the baby and toddler 
unit. The Oliver Wing referred to the Ante Pre School and Pre 
School building rather than the Maths and English departments.  
Behind the scenes, a wired computer network has snaked its 
way around site linking all the buildings and spreading across to 
both Milltimber and the boarding house. A decade ago, boarding 
itself had been long gone with the only clues to its existence left 
in the form of mirrors found on the walls of rooms at the top of 21 
Queen’s Road, and oddly spaced radiators that lay either side of 
where beds existed in the attic of 23 Queen’s Road. The general 
office used by visitors and guests to access the building, viewed 
as a rather hectic area to the right of the entrance off 17 Queen’s 
Road. More recently it has been the janitor’s office. At one time it 
was part of a nursery. Soon it will become a classroom preparing 
pupils to sit the Baccalaureate. It’s been an exciting decade. 

I am aware that the rate and nature of change has been 
discomforting for some. Albyn isn’t a small all girls’ school 
anymore. Every significant change seemed to be a rejection of a 
school as a more intimate place. I remember in 2008, the Head 

Girl telling me that given enough time and with sight of every 
class, she could probably name every girl in the School. When I 
mentioned this to her successors a few years later, the Head Girl 
and the Head Boy could not collectively manage that feat. The 
Albyn world had changed. Yet change isn’t and wasn’t a polarising 
experience. It was never the case that something ‘good’ replaced 
something ‘bad’. So when Albyn grew, some whole school 
activities became clan activities. Clans select their own charities 
and their own fundraising activities. This year, we recognised the 
work of Clan Leaders in making them Senior Prefects – a position 
that itself didn’t exist a decade ago. Some parents understandably 
regretted classes becoming larger but it was the growth of the 
School that presented a breadth to the curriculum that has meant 
that more choices became available to those further up the 
School. Sports and activities that we couldn’t have run in the past 
became possible. Advanced Higher and A-Level subjects that are 
under threat on both sides of the border can now be taught at 
Albyn School. 

While companies, retailers and institutions have come and gone 
over the last 150 years, I am truly proud that Albyn School has 
survived and grown. At the beginning of the twentieth century 
Albyn School sent some of the first girls ever to the University 
of Aberdeen. This year, we sent one of our first male borders to 
Oxford University to study a science that wasn’t even taught when 
Albyn School was founded. In the intervening century we have 
launched generations of pupils onto great universities and worthy 
professions. We hope that we have equipped them with the 
values and strength of character to make a success of their lives 
and to be able to contribute to the world around them. I trust that 
with the continued support of the School’s community – its friends, 
parents, teachers and Governors - that Albyn School, in whatever 
form it takes and wherever it is located, will retain the vigor and 
juventus to celebrate its 200th anniversary. 

WELCOME 
FROM DR LONG

-
Headmaster from 2008 - Present

Vigor & Juventus 
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HAZELWOOD SALES SUITES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Just off Countesswells Road, Aberdeen. Sat Nav Ref: AB15 8NB

Superb homes in Hazelwood 
designed to suit every lifestyle 
and budget, with style, quality 

and value included as standard. 

AWARD WINNING
STUNNING HOMES

Find your dream home in the West End, Aberdeen
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ALBYN SCHOOL

TIMELINE 
-

2017
- In December -2014the School underwent major renovations 

which saw the conversion of an atrium 
into three floors, creating the Wood Arts 
and Lecture Theatre, the Lower School Library and a comfortable Upper 6 study area.

- SCHOOL NEWS - 

The Herald 
named Albyn 

School as 
being the top 
independent 

school in 
Scotland for 

Higher results.

- In -

2016
its most recent phase of development led to the 

construction of the Wood Foundation Engineering 
Science Centre in 2016 to meet the needs of 

increasing numbers seeking careers in science, 
engineering and design. Travelling back to its 
roots, Albyn reintroduced boarding which has 
provided pupils from further afield, a beautiful 
3-storey Victorian boarding house to reside in 

during term time.

2012
the four traditional Victorian villas were 

complemented by contemporary structural 
glazing which now forms the new light 
and welcoming entrance to the School. 

Later, the new Oliver Wing was opened by 
HRH Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester. 
The building comprises of 10 modern and 
spacious classrooms for teaching English, 
Mathematics and Information Technology.

2005
we became a co-educational 

school by opening our doors to 
boys in the Lower School. A few 

years later in 2007, we built a 
brand new state of the art Lower 

School building consisting of three 
floors and 14 wonderfully bright 
classrooms that look out across 

Aberdeen.

- In -

1992
our Science Labs were built 

at the back of our School 
grounds to accommodate 
the increased interest in 

Chemistry, Biology 
and Physics.

a former Albyn pupil was 
among the first group of 
women to be awarded 
an Arts Degree from 
Aberdeen University.

- In -

1959
we expanded our new 

premises to acquire No. 17 
Queen’s Road which many 

of our Former Pupils will 
remember as a 
boarding house.

- In -
1925the School moved onto its current site in Queen’s Road. The Queen’s Road buildings still exemplify the original architecture of the 19th century merchants’ houses.

- In -

1967
for our Centenary 

celebration, our Former 
Pupils generously donated 

funds to build the Centenary 
Hall which remains the heart 

of Albyn School today.

Albyn School was founded 

in 1867 as an all-girls school 

known as the Union Place 

Ladies School. In 1886 

we relocated to 4-6 Albyn 

Place and changed our 

name to the Albyn Place 

Ladies School.

the Total French School amalgamated with Albyn School, creating a 
hybrid curriculum for pupils based on the principles of the Mission Laïque 

Française (MLF).

- In -

- In - - In -

- In September -

- In August -
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FAREWELL
TO MR GEORGE ESSON

-

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
2010 - 2018

Albyn School has benefitted immensely from Mr George Esson’s membership of the 
Board of Governors since 2010. A former solicitor and senior partner at Esslemont 

Cameron Gauld, we were grateful that Mr Esson could bring his legal training to bear on 
the issues confronting the Board. His wife, Lindsey, being a former President of the FP 
Club was always able to offer both the context and background to changes within the 

School so that her wisdom and his legal training created a winning combination!

Mr Esson was both a Board member and Chairman during a period of continued growth and change at 
the School. He has been responsible for overseeing the School’s continued transition to coeducation, 
helped to engineer major changes to its fabric, assisted in the maintenance of the School’s charitable 
status, revised its governance instruments and most recently steered the contractual discussions with 

Total to enable the amalgamation with the French School. In these and many other ways, Mr Esson has 
quietly, judiciously and diplomatically ensured that what was best about Albyn School was retained and 
what needed to be changed was seen through to a successful conclusion. As with the work undertaken 
by all the Governors, his commitment to the School was undertaken without reward and on days and at 

times that could have undoubtedly been devoted to less demanding and more enjoyable pursuits. 

Always motivated by a disinterested sense of duty to what Albyn School is and what it has the potential to be, 
Mr and Mrs Esson attended and supported many music concerts, plays and musicals performed by pupils. 
I am personally very grateful for all the advice, guidance and support offered to me in his role as Chairman 
and the School is a considerably better place for his involvement in its life and work. While Mr Esson has 
now passed the baton to Mrs Meera Dennis who writes elsewhere in the magazine, he will remain on the 
Board a while longer to aid the transition. Both he and Lindsey will always be welcome at the School and 

we are very grateful to them both for all that they have contributed to the Albyn School community.

Written by Dr Long

- SCHOOL NEWS - 
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The news that I have just accepted 
the rol of Head of the Board of 
Governors at Albyn School would 
come as no surprise to my family 

back home in India. 
 

My parents, like millions of others in the country, made it their 
life’s ambition to ensure that their children had the best education 
they could provide. This, they decided, was a convent education 
in a school run by nuns and they were not wrong. The secondary 
school was a “girls only” environment the nuns having decided 
that boys at the secondary level would only prove a distraction 
which was probably true. The school was in Lucknow, a city better 
known for its connections to the Indian mutiny of 1857 and the birth 
place of a certain Cliff Richard (though he was Harry Webb then). 

When I finished school in the seventies I was expected to 
become a doctor like my mother but I had other plans. I chose 
to do a BA Honours degree in Economics, a subject I knew 
little about but thought would land me a good job in a bank, 
and this was perhaps the best decision I ever made. I went 
on to do a Masters in Economics from Calcutta University. 

While contemplating a future in academia I applied for a job 
in a new English language daily newspaper in Calcutta, The 
Telegraph, and was surprised to be offered a job on the editorial 
team. I spent the next two years concentrating on politics, 
an interest I retain to this day. After two years the desire to 
work in finance took me off to Bombay, the financial capital 
of India, where I managed to land a job at the Bombay Stock 
Exchange. Here I also met my husband, Trevor an Englishman 
working in the offshore oil industry as a helicopter engineer. 
We married when his stint in Bombay finished and came to 
Aberdeen where I eventually found employment in the financial 
industry and with a supportive employer obtained all of my 
qualifications. I have not looked back since and for over thirty 
years I have worked for four companies managing investments 
primarily for private clients, charities and pension portfolios. 

When it came to my only daughter’s education I too wanted to 
provide the best for her but I wanted her to be in an environment 
which would be challenging, supporting and most importantly 
where she would be happy. Albyn School was her choice as she 
found the environment friendly and welcoming and she never 
looked back. Over the years I was particularly impressed by the 

commitment of the teachers who gave up much of their free 
time (after school PE training and extra support over lunchbreaks 
in the lead up to exams come to mind in particular). In late 
2009 with some spare time on my hands I thought it would 
be a good idea to be a bit more involved and offered myself 
as a governor joining the Board in January 2010. My daughter 
would have preferred me to keep a low profile except when 
she wanted me to use my “influence” for instance in keeping 
her in a particular maths group (mother did not oblige). 

Being on the Board has 
been rewarding, educational, 
occasionally challnging but at all 
times very satisfying more so now 
that my daughter has moved on. 

My fellow governors have all brought different talents and a 
host of knowledge and experience from a range of fields giving 
the Board a well-balanced and rounded feel. This and my 
predecessor George Esson’s promise to continue to provide 
support has given me confidence to accept the role of the Head 
of the Board of Governors. I know I have a very talented and 
committed team of individuals supporting me and the school 
staff with all of us focused on making Albyn the best School for 
all the children who attend it and for the community we serve. 

Written by Mrs Meera Dennis

WELCOME 
MRS MEERA DENNIS

-
Chair of Governors - 2018

Vigor & Juventus

- SCHOOL NEWS - 
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Born in 1941 during the height of World War 2, the SAS began life as an unorthodox

unit of the Britsh Army. Starting with just a handful of men, its simple mission was to

collect intelligence from behind enemy lines and disrupt their operations by any means

necessary.  

Over time they became known for their gruelling selection process, commitment to

testing new techniques and an obsession with continuous improvement. 

Today, the unit's reputation is second to none. 

Like the SAS, we think that a rational analysis of the data at hand, and steady,

continuous improvement will result in the greatest long-term success.  

We believe the same is true in marketing.  

Our mission is to offer an integrated approach to inbound marketing, providing a

consultative, data driven, creative and campaign-led marketing service that focuses on

delivering tangible ROI for our clients. 

After all... 

Who Dares, Wins.

www.whodaresmarketing.com

cameron@whodaresmarketing.com

+44 (0) 7837008301

Pay-per-click Advertising 

Social Media Advertising & Management 

Web Development 

CRM Systems 

Content Marketing 

Data Analysis

"I used Who Dares Marketing for our
new website, SEO and social media

profile. They were extremely
professional and helpful from the

outset and always kept me updated as
we progressed. I would recommend

them to anyone" 
 

Chris Colville, Managing Director -  
R&D Services 

www.randdservices.co.uk 
 

- SCHOOL NEWS - 
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To date, these remain the core efforts of ASPA along with many other tasks such as organising sales for second hand 
books and uniform, hosting stalls at our annual sports day to make the day an event not to be missed, the ASPA Fireworks 

Night held every year at Milltimber and the ASPA Christmas Fair. 

A significant amount of money is raised at these events which comes back to the School. An example from recent years 
of where ASPA’s contributions have improved our School is in the Wood Arts and Lecture Theatre where they provided 
lighting, staging, sound and drape systems, and of course the beautiful Seiler Grand piano which lives in our Centenary 

Hall and is an integral part of every assembly and event in the School. 

We would like to thank all Albyn Parents for your continued support of the School, and say a special thank you to the 
ASPA Committee for your dedication to improving your children’s education. 

ASPA 
ALBYN SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION

-
The Albyn School Parents’ Association has been an essential part of Albyn School for 25 years now, 
and we are grateful for every parent who has invested their time and effort in helping improve the 
School. In the 1994 Albyn School magazine, then Headmistress Miss Norma Smith speaks of the 

fabulous work ASPA had carried out in their first year;

- SCHOOL NEWS - 

“Another innovation last year was the formation of the Albyn School Parents’ Association (ASPA) with 
a committee of representatives from every year group. Their activities have included the organisation 

of social events, most successful fund raising and the individual welcoming of new parents. ”



Over the past 2 years, Clan Douglas has 
put a phenomenal amount of effort into 
in a whole host of academic, sporting, 
musical, dramatic and charitable events. 
We have celebrated so many individual, 
group and whole Clan achievements. 
Some individuals have won gold at 
national level, most recently Timi F 
(U2D) became the Scottish under 
14 champion at 100m and 200m. 
Clan Douglas again were the best 
performing Clan in the Maths Challenge. 
Others have received recognition for 
progress and effort through our PDP 
certificates. Achievements like these, 
at all levels contribute to the success 
of our Clan which is built on the idea 
that we should celebrate each other’s 
broad ranging successes no matter 
how big or small they may seem.

Charitable activity has been a major 
whole Clan focus for Douglas. This year, 
Clan Douglas decided to raise money 
for Friends of Anchor. The charity was 
selected after each form class chose and 
then promoted their choice of charity to 
the rest of the Clan. The Clan then voted 
on the most convincing presentation. 
Friends of Anchor was nominated by 
U5D. In 2016/17 we raised money for 
‘Christopher’s Challenge’ through CLAN 
to provide teenage cancer support. 

This year and last, we held a variety of 
fund raising activities including bake 
sales, jumble sale, guess the teacher from 
baby photos, secret valentine, jewellery 
sale and our biggest events; Lip-sync.

Many pupils, teachers (all of whom 
performed live this year; no lip-syncing for 

150 CELEBRATORY EDITION
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them), janitors and cleaners took part in 
these spectacles. With so many people, 
from so many parts of the School involved, 
it was a very large undertaking but the 
pupils did a remarkable job in bringing it 
all together. Some performed, some did 
audio-visual, some created props, some 
were back stage and hundreds came 
to see the shows, creating a wonderful 
atmosphere before, during and after the 
event. You could feel the excitement 
around the School during those weeks. 
Seeing so many people coming together 
for our charities was definitely a highlight 
of the year, both times we did it, and 
I’d like to thank all the pupils and staff 
who put so much time and effort into 
making Lip-sync such a success. 

Clan Quiz saw over 50 pupils from Clan 
Douglas competing in teams made up of 
pupils from different year groups. Pupil 
participation in these, the Clan Debate 
and the swimming gala all contribute 
to Clan Points but more importantly to 
Clan participation, identity, fun and the 
promotion of many transferable skills. 

Over the past 2 years pupils have also 
been taking more ownership of Clan 
Douglas assemblies. We have had ones 
delivered by classes and individual 
pupils. It takes a lot for many pupils to 
stand in front of other pupils from U1-U6 
and I would like to congratulate all who 
did on the quality of their assemblies, 
in terms of content and delivery. 

Finally I would like to thank all the pupils in 
Clan Douglas, and I have deliberately not 
focussed too much on individual names 
in this section, as you all contribute to 
our Clan in a myriad of ways. I would also 
like to thank all the Clan Douglas Form 
Teachers and Substitute Form Teachers 
for doing such a sterling job in looking 
after Douglas pupils and supporting Clan 
activities. Finally I would like to thank my 2 
Clan Leaders and 4 Deputy Clan Leaders 
from the past 2 years for the time and effort 
they have put into the roles: 2016-17 Clan 
Leader Alana W, and her Deputies Mathew 
B and Olivia J. 2017-18 Clan Leader Mateus 
G and his Deputies: Abigail B and Alexa S. 
They were always there when needed. 

Mr Currie
Head of Clan

clan
Douglas 

In the annual Clan competitions Douglas 
had particular success gaining first place 
in both Sports Day and Clan Singing last 
year. This definitely helped in Douglas 
being runners up for the Clan Cup. This 
year’s Clan Dancerise may not have 
been as notable in terms of success 
but it was unforgettable in another 
way, as Albert W (U6D) performed a 
dance move no one had seen before. 
Months later it became the worldwide 
phenomenon known as the Floss. The 

This year, we raised over £1300 
for Friends of Anchor who came 

to our Clan assembly in June to be 
presented with their cheque. Last 

year we raised £1400 for Clan. 

- ALBYN CLANS - 
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Clan Forbes has undergone some 

changes in the last two years under 

the new leadership of Mr Blancke. 

A motivated and inspired teacher, 

Mr Blancke has a fresh approach to 

assemblies and charity events that 

the Clan has eagerly embraced and 

benefitted from.

In an effort to have all year groups 

interacting more and exemplify the 

community feel of the Clan, Forbes 

assemblies have been becoming more 

interactive. Whole-clan yoga assemblies 

have established themselves in Forbes 

over the past two years. Led by Mr Blancke 

and sometimes co-led by the Upper 6 

Clan Leader, these are enjoyed by all 

Forbes form classes and are a fun way to 

start the day. All pupils join in to the best 

of their abilities, with variations on each 

move being offered to pupils at either end 

of the flexibility spectrum. As part of the 

preparation for this year’s Clan singing 

competition, there was also a sing-a-long 

assembly, where all pupils were able 

to join together and sing to encourage 

participation for this event. Each form 

class also hosts their own assembly once 

a year. These often revolve around the 

charity event that form is hosting, with the 

form giving information about the event 

and charity that the money raised will be 

donated to.

Forbes does brilliant charity work 

throughout the year. In 2017, Forbes hosted 

the Giving Tree initiative within Albyn, 

which endeavours to give Christmas 

presents to children who otherwise 

would not receive anything. This 

was a very successful effort, with 

gift tags being distributed by 

the Clan Leaders to every 

form class, with many gifts 

being donated in 

turn. Smaller 

events 

Clan Forbes 

are also hosted by every year group. At 

the beginning of each academic year, 

each form class proposes an event and 

nominates a charity they wish to donate 

their raised money to. This approach allows 

for Forbes to donate to many charities, 

and encourages the pupils to involve 

themselves more in the charity work, as 

they may have some personal involvement 

with the cause. Events this year ranged 

from bake sales to football tournaments, 

with money being donated to charities 

such as the Alfie Milne Trust, Khalsa Aid 

and Mrs Murray’s Cat and Dog home. Each 

event was successful at raising money, 

but what is also impressive about Forbes 

events is the show of support from pupils 

of all ages. The highlight of recent form-led 

events though has to be the International 

Food Fayre hosted by Upper 4 Forbes 

towards the end of this year. Pupils from 

all Clans were involved in cooking and 

baking for the fayre, with a fantastic turnout 

achieved on the day. This was an inclusive 

and very enjoyable event, which allowed 

the Clan’s diversity to flourish.

Forbes also impressed at inter-clan 

competitions this year. We achieved 

second place at Dancercise with a routine 

celebrating the School’s 150th anniversary, 

led by the deputy Clan Leaders. Clan 

singing was another high point, as the 

song performed was a mashup arranged 

by a sixth year pupil, with the performance 

involving both acapella and piano-

supported parts. This showed the musical 

talent in Forbes which isn’t always on show. 

Forbes pupils are willing to participate 

in any event for the fun of it, because as 

Forbes has come to learn, not everything is 

about winning.

Although Forbes has not placed first for 

Clan points in a few years, it’s members 

and leaders recognise that a whole lot 

of good work goes on within Forbes to 

maintain it’s charity work and community 

atmosphere. Personally, I have seen the 

collaborative attitude and spirit that is so 

signature of Forbes present in every year 

group during my time as Clan Leader, 

and so I have high hopes for Forbes 

in the coming years. I believe we are 

a Clan which thrives when presented 

with fundraising and teamwork 

opportunities, and so I believe that one 

day yellow ribbons will adorn the Tosh 

Cup.

Lauren D 

Clan Leader

C.F.

- ALBYN CLANS - 
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Another exciting and competitive year for the four clans. It has been great to see so many pupils 
engaging in a variety of activities and competitions. Grace M, Jessica D and Stephanie W have worked 

hard motivating all pupils from U1-6 ensuring that we have had full participation. 

Although finishing third this year Gordon has had many successes. The year started with a great battle with Clan 
Dancercise. A creative choreographed routine and performance from Alexandra E along with the support from Jennifer M 

led Clan Gordon to victory. Their dance was to the song ‘Hit Me with your Best Shot’ from Rock of Ages.

We also had excellent performances winning the Clan debate and being joint first in the public speaking competition. 

Solid performances in the Swimming Gala, Sports Day, Clan singing, and Clan Quiz saw us finishing 2nd in all four events 
which was a great achievement. The level of participation in the Clan Quiz was fantastic. It was great to see so many 

teams entered and pupils working together over the years.

However, it has to be said that the highlight of the year was our Clan charity event. This year, Clan Gordon raised 
over £1100 for Cash for Kids in which £600 bought presents for the charity. The U2 girls did a fantastic job 

shopping and the other £500 was given in cash for Cash to Kids to buy gifts for any shortfalls they 
might have had. The money was raised through our annual Christmas jumper day, bake sale and 

Strictly Come Teachers. I have to personally thank the 10 members of staff who took to the 
stage to perform in pairs and made the event so successful. 

Well done Clan Gordon. 
Very proud of you all! 
Looking forward to 

2018-2019

Mrs Crawford
Head of Clan

- ALBYN CLANS - 
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Clan 
Stuart 
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When reviewing last year, it is 
clear that Clan Stuart has had a 
spectacular year, with the added 
bonus of retaining the Tosh Cup.

Participation in Clan events has been 
outstanding throughout, from an energetic 
Dancercise in September to a fun-filled 
Sports Day in June. Pupils across every 
year group have shown their willingness to 
be involved in a huge range of activities. 
Over the year, the Clan won many of the 
competitions not because they were 
necessarily the best, but because they 
picked up placings due to their high level 
of participation. This was exemplified by 
Sports Day, were the Stuart team was by 
far the largest and most enthusiastic.

The Clan has been lucky enough to 
have had outstanding Senior Leaders in 
Miles B and his deputies Rachel B and 
Rebecca M. They set the high level of 
commitment and support for others to 
follow. I thank them and pupils within the 
forms who gave their time as either willing 
participants or organisers over the year.

Form Teachers have once again looked 
after, encouraged and supported the 
pupils above and beyond that which 
was expected over the year, and I thank 
them for their continued support.

This year, the Clan focused its charitable 
work on McMillan cancer. After an inspiring 
assembly by Andrew W who talked about 
his London half marathon fundraising for 

McMillian, the Clan organised a range 
of activities which included a bake sale, 
sponging of staff and a Park Run which 
was attended by pupils, parents and staff.

I wish those heading off to 
University, gap years, employment or 
other schools all the best and I hope 
they keep in touch and come back 
to share their experiences soon.
Mr Blundson
Head of Clan
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Once a pupil joins Albyn School, they and 
their family become a part of the Albyn 

Community for the rest of their lives. 
Without the support of our community 

our School would not be the thriving 
establishment it is today. 

ALUMNI

- ALBYN ALUMNI - 
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We have created the Albyn Alumni as a way to make sure that our former 
pupils can stay in touch with the School, or as a way for them to reconnect 
with us and their classmates later down the line. 

The Albyn Alumni aims to support our pupils once they leave school to help them get where 
they need to be, by organising networking events and helping them make connections with 
businesses and other successful alumni. Once you get to where you are heading, we hope 
that you in turn will help your younger alumni by offering advice and guidance to help them 
reach their goals. 

To help our alumni stay connected to the School and their classmates, we have launched a 
new website specifically for the Albyn Alumni. Through the site you will be able to search 
and contact former classmates, read success stories from fellow alumni and network your 
business. You will be notified of any upcoming events, or you can easily organise your 
own. The website also includes a business page where you will be able to get exclusive 
discounts and deals. 

Over the years, we have lost touch with many of our alumni, and we need to your help 
to find them! We are launching the ALBYN ALUMNI RECONNECT PROJECT in hopes 
of getting them back in touch with the School. Spread the word and share on social 
media, encourage your friends who once attended Albyn School to re-join the Albyn 
Community and reap the benefits it could offer them. 

If you are a former pupil with a business you would like featured on the Albyn 
Alumni website, or if you would simply like to find out more, please email us at  
development@albynschool.co.uk to find out how to get involved. 
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ALBYN SCHOOL FORMER PUPILS CLUB
If you are already a part of the Albyn Community but would like to get more involved, the Albyn School Former Pupils Club is for you. Celebrating its 100th year in 2017, the FP club has donated an exceptional amount of time and money to the School, providing vital equipment to the School to supplement the educational experience of our pupils such as the Former Pupils Centenary Hall. There is a small fee to join the FP Club, however in return you become part of a network of friends and will be invited to exclusive social events throughout the year including the famous FP Club Quiz Night! 

To find out more, please contact the president of the FP club, Jo Hardie via email AlbynFP@gmail.com. 

ALUMNI
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How long did you work at Albyn   
School for? 

I had 15 years in Albyn (January 1982 to June 1997).

Why did you choose to work at Albyn?
I was enjoying Berwickshire High School but felt it 
was time for a change. I saw the advert for Albyn and, 
knowing its reputation, and happy with its size and 
location applied for the post of Headmistress.

What was a typical school day like?
The outline of the day was fairly fixed - Assembly, break, lunch, 
end of school, with times in between, but this could be greatly 
expanded on. Assembly included different age groups, break 
included all staff beyond L2, lunch had varied groups, and 
the periods in between had a vast variety of activities for me 
which might include visiting classes, talking with parents, staff, 
girls, prospective parents, representatives of organisations, 
meetings and even actual teaching. I think it is important that 
the Head in a school has direct contact with pupils and this 
is one of the easier ways to do so. It was also a wonderful 
time which gave me a welcome break with no interruptions! 
After school was a time when I could settle down to a quieter 
time for paperwork etc. After that I often had tea with the 
boarders and there were a number of evening meetings.

What were your favourite 
memories of the school? 
Favourite memories of the school centre round wide variety 
of the activities of the girls and their commitment to, and 
enjoyment of their interests whether they be in art, drama, 
sport, music, charity fund raising, inter school competitions, 
organisation of social activities etc. - you name it, they did it 
and it was great to be with them. Whatever they chose, they 
carried out with great enthusiasm and energy, working to the 
highest level. These activities developed and encouraged their 

abilities in support of one another and enhanced the “family 
feeling” which was such a characteristic of the school.

Activities Week was another time when adults and girls 
could work together in a more informal way enhancing 
the links between staff and girls. What was so impressive 
was the great variety of activities offered, ranging through 
exploration of local interests to the wider opportunities 
in Scotland to Europe and, in holiday time, beyond. 
We were very fortunate in our staff participation.

Of great value to the school in many ways was the 
contribution and involvement of so many adults beyond the 
teaching staff, again contributing to a wider interpretation 
of the “family of Albyn”. This was a great asset to the 
school and far surpassed the adult involvement in the other 
schools I had taught in. In addition to the staff there were 
three formulised groups of adults with a real and regular 
involvement in the school, Governors - almost all of whom 
were former pupils or parents, Former Pupils’ Club and 
latterly, ASPA - (why did we not involve parents sooner?).

All these groups were totally supportive with ideas, 
organisation, fund-raising etc including fund raising for ongoing 
improvements and, above all the building of the new science 
labs and the relocation of the playing fields to Milltimber.

Ultimately though the greatest asset of the school was 
the staff. They motivated the girls, encouraged them and 
fostered an understanding that, whilst academic results and 
other achievements were important, what really mattered 
was relationships, support of your friends, and doing your 
best at all you undertook, being happy with the results.

I have to say that I greatly enjoyed my time at Albyn and was 
sorry to leave, but felt strongly that there were other things 
I should like to experience - and I’ve enjoyed these too!

MISS NORMA SMITH
HEAD TEACHER 1982 - 1997

-

Albyn Memories
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GOLDEN GIRLS 
– FORMER PUPILS 
50 YEAR REUNION

Last June, Albyn School was 
visited by the majority of the 

Class of ‘67 who were celebrating 
their 50-year school reunion!

We were delighted to be able 
to show them around whilst 

they reminisced on their school 
days, telling stories of what 

Albyn used to be like.

The Class of ’67 were lucky to 
have been in the School during 

the centennial celebrations, and it 
was great to have them back whilst 
we celebrate another momentous 
occasion, our 150th anniversary.

The organiser of the reunion, 
Former Pupil and Head Girl of 
’67 – Sheila Hamilton, led the 

party through to the evening (and 
to the late hours of the night!).

Back in 2016, Albyn School 
Former Pupil and talented 
musician Rachel Groves 

won The Times Christmas 
Carol Competition with 

her carol ‘Joy’ which she 
wrote for her father for 

Christmas as a gift.  

She competed again 
hundreds of entrants to 

become one of two winners 
of the prestigious award 

and will get the incredible 
opportunity to hear one 
of Britain’s top choruses, 
the Bach Choir, perform 
her winning entry at the 
‘Carols at Cadogan Hall’ 
concert in London on the 
16th December. We are 
very proud of Rachel for 

doing so well in such a short 
space of time since leaving 

Albyn School and wish 
her many more successes 

in her future musical 
endeavours.

THREE GENERATIONS 

OF ALBYN PUPILS

In the 150 years since the 

founding of Albyn School we 

have seen generation after 

generation of family members 

walk through our corridors.

For these families Albyn is not 

just a school, it is part of their 

family history. Current pupils 

can see the achievements of 

their parents, grandparents and 

great grandparents displayed 

all around the School and will 

be taught in many of the same 

classrooms as their relatives 

once were. Whilst the School 

strives to stay up to date with 

modern times, there are still 

many traditions our current 

pupils will experience which 

their kin once did, creating a 

bond across generations.

This photo encapsulates our 

proud Albyn heritage, featuring 

three generations of Albyn 

pupils from three different 

families. Emilia, Anna and 

Jessica are Lower 2 pupils 

whose mothers – Marianne, 

Lindsey and Sarah, and 

grandmothers – Marjorie, 

Margaret S and Margaret D, 

also attended Albyn School. 

All remain part of our Albyn 

Community and we hope the 

tradition continues within these 

families for many years 

to come.

- ALBYN ALUMNI - 

RACHEL GROVES’ 
CHRISTMAS CAROL
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-
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“Following a great tour around school, 

our Golden Girls 50 year Reunion Dinner 

was the icing on the cake, with 32 of us 

attending. What fun, laughter and noise as 

everyone competed to be heard recounting 

their stories of both the past and catching 

up with the present. We had to be asked to 

leave at 11.30pm so the staff could tidy up 

– yes a fabulous time was had by all.” 

Sheila Hamilton
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JOCELYN EVANS

I joined the boarding house in the 
August of 1983, after 2 years in a small 
English school in Kuala Lumpur. I was 

pretty much out of touch with music and 
fashion and was somewhat cowed by the 
glamour of these Albyn girls in their satin 
leggings, purple eyeshadow and electric 

blue mascara, you know who you are 
Nikki, Britt, Sue, Audrey..... There were 
4 house mistresses in those days, Miss 

Mearns, Miss Deveres, young Miss Mackie, 
barely older than we sixth formers, and 
the Head of House, Miss Joyce Hunter. 

They were a pretty diverse group of 
ladies doing what I now appreciate was a 
difficult and demanding job, in charge of 
a bunch of temperamental teenage girls 
around the clock. Yet they were kind and 
understanding for the most part, realising 
some of us were a long way from home. 

Miss Mackie was in charge of cocoa 
making for the little 7 and 8 year olds who 
could be pretty mischievous. Miss Hunter 
was outraged one night to find these little 
girls had climbed onto their dorm window 

ledge and were gleefully mooning at the 
cars passing by. Many of the girls came 
in from outlying farms, too far away to 

travel every day. The rest came from all 
over the world, The Bahamas, Uganda, 

Nigeria, Jordan, Brazil, Malaysia and 
Singapore. Two sisters, Trisha and Hilary, 
would switch into Swahili at the drop of 

a hat. We tried to look out for each other, 
particularly the younger ones and I can’t 
remember any major disputes among us. 

The canteen food was interesting! Grey 
beef olives, watery egg flans, cottage 
cheese and old hard boiled eggs and 
don’t get me started on the porridge. 

However, the once-a-term baked Alaska 
was to die for. We didn’t need to diet! 

Cutlery had to put down between 
mouthfuls, we were expected to chew 
each morsel a minimum of twenty four 

times and no elbows on the table - ever. 
All dished up by the formidable Mrs 

Young and her staff. Tea at 5.20 sharp, 
prep for 2 hours in the library every 

night, one single TV between all of 
us, Top of the Pops on a Thursday 

was a must, then bed and lights out. 

As far as I know we all survived the 
experience and by the time I started 

university I was fully capable of 
standing on my own 2 feet, keep 
myself and my clothes clean and 

generally look after myself. 

THANKS ALBYN BUNK, 
YOU WERE A BALL - MOSTLY!

Jocelyn Evans 
1978 - 1977 and 1983 - 1985

Every School has teachers. It’s such an obvious thing to say, but it’s not always 

the teachers you remember, or not always for the right reasons. You might 

get a frisson recalling a terrifying geography teacher, or feel remorse that you 

helped make that student Maths teacher cry. But remembering a teacher for 

the effect they had over your entire life, both then and now, is a rarer thing.

Well Albyn School had teachers like that. First and foremost for me was 

James Milne. He taught Latin to half of my year, and Greek to just a couple 

of us. The thing about Mr. Milne was, you could always hear him coming. 

PENELOPE EVANS

First there were the footsteps beating in the corridor. Then you’d see the door burst open. Finally, there 

was the man himself, master’s gown billowing as he strode in to the room and slammed his books onto 

his desk. Mr. Milne made the teaching of Latin and Greek look and sound like URGENT BUSINESS. 

And so it was. Latin with Mr.Milne was fast. He taught at such a speed there was no time to wonder about 

the point of learning languages no one had spoken for a thousand years. He rained verbs and conjugations 

on our heads, then cleared up the confusion with a patience that was endless. He barked orders and 

insults and no one ever got upset. In fact, we cheeked him mercilessly, and inevitably he laughed.

My best times with him were in fifth and sixth year, just a couple of us learning Greek, which, as Mr.Milne 

knew, was a simply a way of learning about Life, Love, the Universe and Everything. A funny, clever man, 

showing that this was something I wanted to do for the rest of my life.

Penelope Evans 1973 to 1977

ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK
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For me, my years leaving ceremony was my best 
memory - not because I was leaving! But because 
I had loved being at Albyn and knew the friends 

I had made would be friends for life. It was a 
day that celebrated a culmination of many happy 
days, lots of hard work, and years of memories. 

Watching Mosh fall asleep during assembly. 
I remember at the start of every academic 
year after the first assembly as we all filed 

out of the hall a couple of members of 
staff checked the heels of our shoes. If they 
suspected they were too high or too narrow 
we had to wait and get them measured and 

if they were you had to get new shoes!

If you happened to be at PE when the fire bell was tested 
you were unlucky and had to stand in the front car park 

on Queen’s Road in your airtex and green knickers! 

Pre mobile phone days there was a pay 
phone in the cupboard under the side 

stairs of Number 21.

June break-times spent practising the 
Sports’ Day “Clan March” 

in the playground. 

FP MEMORIES - ANONYMOUS

___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___
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It was with more apprehension than 
anticipation that we awaited the 
Centenary celebrations, but, as these 
celebrations got under way, all our 
doubts and fears receded into the 
background as we entered into the 
full swing of things. 

Although our celebrations really 
started on the Thursday night with 
the first performance of our school 
play, “A Hundred Years Old,” we, in 
the sixth form, did not feel part of 
the celebrations until we “wined” 
and dined with the Former Pupils 
in the Douglas Hotel at their “first” 
Centenary Dinner. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the happy atmosphere and, 
listening to tales of school life, we 
suddenly realised that soon we, too, 
would be recalling memories of our 
own school days. 

Saturday night brought us into the 
limelight with the Gala Performance 
of the school play. The cast enjoyed 
performing to an audience who 
appreciated both the humour and 
the drama. The informal meeting for 
coffee after the play allowed the cast 
and audience to mix and meet the 
Guests of Honour. 

The Thanksgiving Service on the 
Sunday was truly a memorable and 
moving experience, never to be 
forgotten by any of us. 

We experienced the emotions 
once again on Centenary Day 
when we listened with interest and 
great enjoyment to Dr. Graeme 
Warrack, who gave us interesting 
yet amusing insights into the family 
of our founder, Miss Warrack. It 
was on this occasion that our new 
Library and Kindergarten wing were 
officially dedicated by Mrs. Dunham 
and Mrs. Hutcheon respectively. Our 
Centenary Song, written by one who 
wishes to remain anonymous, filled 
us with pride that we were a part of 
all this.

On Open Day, parents and friends 
alike were invited to inspect at 
leisure the many projects carried 
out by the girls of all ages. At night 
the sixth form held a farewell dinner 
in the Treetops Hotel where we 
decided in one year’s time to meet 
again and renew old friendships. 

Jolly day dawned bright and sunny. 
As sixth formers, we were delegated 
to look after the younger classes 
and in this way we enjoyed the day 
to its full, including a barbecue lunch 

- ALBYN ALUMNI - 

Fun Fact: In 1967 the Albyn Magazine came with a 

special centenary supplement which featured an 

account of the celebrations written by then Head 

Girl Sheila Hamilton (nee Rettie) - organiser of the 

Golden Girls Reunion on page 20, and Janet Fenton 

Deputy Head Girl. Read what they wrote below: 

CENTENARY WEEK IN 
RETROSPECT - 1967

at Blelack House. We returned home, 
weary but exhilarated by the day’s 
activities. 

For most of the sixth form, Thursday 
afternoon was free due to Lower 
School Prize-Giving. However, girls 
from Upper IV, V and VI returned 
in the evening for our information 
Centenary Hop. We, too, made 
history that night, for it was the first 
time that Albyn School has had a pop 
group to provide the entertainment, 
along with a one-time pirate radio 
disc jockey to play records during 
the interval. 

In our minds, however, Friday will 
remain the most memorable day 
of all the week’s celebrations, for 
not only were we giving a delightful 
address by Mrs. Dunham, but also 
it was our very last prize-giving. It 
proved, in most cases, to be a tearful 
event, even while eating strawberry 
tarts and chatting as Former Pupils, 
for the first time, to the staff, who 
finally realised that we were no 
longer members of a class, but, 
rather unbelievably, former pupils. 

It was a privilege being in 

the Sixth Year during these 

celebrations of the hundredth 

birthday of our school, but, 

in particular, for ourselves 

we felt, and indeed still feel, 

honoured to have participated 

so fully in this never-to-be-

forgotten week. 

Shelia Rettie (Head Girl 1967)
Janet Fenton (Deputy Head Girl 1967)



ALBYN 
CELEBRATES

150 YEARS!
In 2017 Albyn School celebrated its 150th 

anniversary since its founding in 1867. 
This momentous occasion could not go by 
unrecognised, and here at the School we 

certainly marked the occasion. Read about 
some of the many events we held here at 

Albyn School to mark our 150th birthday….

ROSE PLANTING IN THE ALBYN GARDEN Back in November, some of our U4 pupils planted 
roses in the Albyn Garden. Last year, our U3 

Business Management pupils raised the money to 
buy these roses to be planted at the front of the 

School to celebrate our 150th anniversary. They raised the money by organising a ‘Guess the 
Birthday’ competition using a lovely Hamley’s teddy 
bear wearing an Albyn uniform, generously donated 
by Audrey Bainbridge. Over a period of 8 weeks, the 
pupils raised over £50 by ‘selling’ calendar dates to 

pupils in upper and lower school and staff. The group really liked the idea of not only enhancing 
a part of the school but also of having something 
that was theirs and would be there long after they 
had left School. The roses which they chose with 

Mr Ward have many different hues and lovely colours.

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 
attended and contributed to the 150th Albyn Foundation 

Ball - the evening was a big success!

Held at the spectacular Beach Ballroom, the evening was 
jammed packed with entertainment and fun. We were 

serenaded with beautiful singing from three talented Albyn 
singers, Stephanie W, Imogen B and Morgan T during our 

meal, and inspired by speeches from two Albyn pupils, 
Freya G and Feranmi O, who attend the School thanks to 

bursaries raised through the Albyn Foundation.

Our MC for the evening, Alex Fleming had everyone 
laughing all night, while reminding us all of the importance 

of the Foundation to the School and the evening was 
completed with the fantastic band, The Numbers who 

played until the early hours. 

Concurrent to these events, we held a silent auction thanks 
to many generous donations from parents and friends of 

the School which raised an exceptional amount of money. 
There were also display boards featuring photos from the 
history of the School for guests to see for themselves how 

far the School has come over the last 150 years.

To everyone who attended the ball or who made a donation 
to the evening, or to the Foundation, your help truly makes a 

difference to our pupils lives and we thank you so much!
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150th Anniversary Gala Concert
On Tuesday 10th and 11th of October 2017, Albyn School celebrated its 150th year in style 

by putting on a Gala Concert in the School’s Centenary Hall.

Parents, staff and friends of 
the School where treated to 
an evening full of wonderful 

music from different decades to 
celebrate 150 years since the 
founding of the School back in 
1867. The show opened with a 

fantastic rendition of the iconic ‘O 
Fortuna’, performed by the Albyn 
School Orchestra, accompanied 
by vocals from the Albyn School 
Choir with a special appearance 
of many Albyn former pupils who 
join in throughout the evening.

The audience were transported 
back through the School’s 

history with pictures projected 
at either side of the stage which 

were synced to the decade 
the music playing was from.

The following list of musical 
delights were performed:

O Fortuna – Both Lower School 
and Upper School Orchestras 
and Choirs (featuring special 

appearance of Albyn former pupils)

My Grandfather’s Clock 
– Lower School Choir

Jesus Loves Me – Lower 
School Vocal Ensemble

El Choclo – Barocers

The Secret – Piano Trio

How Far I’ll Go 
– Intermediate Choir

The Long and Winding Road 
– Intermediate Vocal Ensemble

For Good – Intermediate Fideles

Dancing in the Street – FazzJunk 

Someone to Watch Over 
Me – Capriccio

Glory March – Con Brio

Eye of the Tiger – Saxophony 

Just a Closer Walk – Fideles

Look at the World 
– Senior Vocal Ensemble

Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow – Senior Choir

Gaudeamus Igitur – Combined 
Orchestras and Choirs 

Both evenings were a huge 
success and everyone who 

attended had the most 
wonderful time learning of 

Albyn School’s history.
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LOWER 2’S
��� YEARS OF ALBYN’ MUSEUM

-
To celebrate the Schools 150th 
anniversary our Lower 2 Pupils invited 
their parents into the School to show 
them their Albyn School Museum 
which they had created as part of 
their ‘History of Albyn’ project. 

The children greeted their parents 
in the Wood Theatre singing ‘We 
are the Children of Albyn School’ 
before leading them through 
to their classrooms to teach 
them all about our history.

The atmosphere was electric as the 
pupils enthusiastically taught their 
parents all the facts they had been 
learning about the School, such as 

when it was founded, the meaning 
behind the Albyn School badge, 
who the Head Teachers of Albyn 
have been and how the uniform 
has changed through the years.

Special cakes were also made for 
the occasion which had the Albyn 
School logo on them for parents 
to enjoy with a cup of tea whilst 
watching some footage of the School 
which was taken back in 1967 for the 
School’s centennial celebrations.

It was a fantastic morning enjoyed 
by all and everyone who attended 
left knowing much more about 
our School’s rich heritage.

Fun Fact: 

In 2007 we opened our 

brand new Lower School 

building which features 14 

bright and spaciou
s classrooms. 

A special 
2-page feature 

in our 2007 magazine shows 

pictures of the construction 

and the finished

result.
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ART EXHIBITION 
& FASHION SHOW
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Last December, the Art Department created and organised an art exhibition and art show in which a 
huge variety of student work across the years was displayed. It included multiple different areas of 

work including stained glass, textiles, graphic design and expressive work. The work shown revealed 
the diversity and uniqueness of work produced as all were different and impacting in their own ways. 

The fashion show was another huge success where lots of students volunteered and participated 
in helping, this gave a lot of us a chance to bond with other people with similar interests in different 

years. The sense of community that was created by us all working together gave the event an exciting 
buzz which contributed even further to the success of the event. The fashion show itself began with a 
display of textile designs in which students carried out and showed off the beautiful designs created 
over the years. Afterwards, we modelled different garments created by students including dresses, 

tops and skirts. Everyone was very impressed with the quality of the garments as well as the creativity 
behind all of them where they not only all varied in textile design but also in shape and silhouette. 

The combination of the art exhibition and fashion show resulted in a magical evening where the true extent 
of creativity and quality within the Art Department was shown. In addition to this, the event brought together 
younger students and older students and even some former pupils. The chance for us all to work together 
was very beneficial in creating a stronger community within the Art Department which has since been used 
to bring students together again to contribute to other things and events such as the mural. However, the 

event not only gave students a chance to work together and learn from one another but it also proved to be 
inspiring to many, especially the younger students, as they were able to see what can be achieved through 

the displays of high quality work. Having students being able to explore and celebrate other students’ 
work allows students to gather inspiration from one another as well as inspires them to work harder to 

achieve the best quality of work they can. Overall, the event was a huge success which let so many of us be 
inspired by each other as well as gave us a chance to create a stronger art community within the school.

Laura T, Class of 2018
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Rebecca Esson

Sophia Anderson

Esme Fowler

 ART EXHIBITION 
AND FASHION 

SHOW 

SEE FOR YOURSELF 
SOME OF THE 

PIECES THAT WERE 
ON DISPLAY.
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Ruby Leeson

David Purdie

Joanne Bremner Josh McLullich

Rachel Groves

Kerry Humber

Esme Fowler

Georgia Walker

Catherine MacKewan

Georgia Walker
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Alex Blasi

Marion Howitt

David Purdie

Bethany Taylor

Alex Blasi

Matt Nicol Rebecca Esson

Oliver Kinghorn

Kerry Humber

Holly Allan

Sophia Anderson

Holly Allan

Selina Pope



BOARDING
AT  

ALBYN



BOARDING
HISTORY AND REINTRODUCTION

-

“Progress continues at Albyn with developments leading on 
from last year’s changes. Educational priorities alter over the 
years, most noticeably recently, with the drop in the need for 
Boarding but in increased demand for Nursery education and 
full day care of younger children. We have been able to satisfy 
both trends by moving the classes taught in No.17 to the more 

spacious rooms of No.21, the former Boarding House, thus 
freeing No. 17 for our latest innovation - Harriet House.”

This news came as a shock to many of or former pupils who 
had spent so many fond years as a boarder at the School. 

When founded in 1867, Albyn School was 
not only a school, but a home for many of 

our pupils who also boarded at the School. 
This remained the case until 1995, when 

unfortunately, it was decided that boarding would 
be stopped. Mrs Smith, who was Headmistress 

at the time, explained the decision for the 
closure in the 1995 Albyn School magazine:

However due to a rise in inquiries, and seeing 
a gap in the market, it was decided in 2016 to 
reopen the Albyn School boarding house, this 
time located off site in a stunning three storey 
Victorian house with original period features.
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Last September, our boarders, along with Miss Forsyth, Boarding House Mistress and Miss Brown, Deputy Head of the Lower School, went putting to the famous Himalayas Putting green in St Andrews. 
This putting green is used by one of the oldest putting clubs in the world, founded, like Albyn School, in 1867. It is a challenging putting green with lots undulations to read before getting the ball in the hole!
They took a walk on the famous West Sands Beach, where the most famous scene in the film Chariots of Fire was filmed. The film was about the Olympic runner Eric Liddell in the 1924 Paris Olympics.
They then ventured up past the Royal and Ancient Golf Club where the rules of golf are made for the entire world. This governing authority is also responsible for major golfing events worldwide and developing golf in emerging golf nations.

After taking a walk up to the town to have lunch from one of the many eateries available in the town centre, they went on to explore the ancient ruins of St Andrews Castle and Cathedral. Both are steeped in history. Throughout the Middle Ages, the castle was the official residence to Scotland’s bishops. Both the castle and the cathedral have played major roles in history linked with the church. Both ruins are fascinating and offer great stories into Scottish history. The sun shone all day and the boarders finished up with an ice cream from Janettas and a walk through the university library grounds.
Fun was had by all and a new love of golf was discovered by some of the boarders!

BOARDERS 
Trip to

St Andrews



A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF AN ALBYN BOARDER

(PRESENT)
-
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 I was a boarder at Albyn
Because of the recommendation from a friend, I 
chose Albyn for my final year in high school. It was 
a tough decision, since going abroad for study 
contains lots of uncertainties. Getting used to a 
completely new environment is never easy, but 
in Albyn Boarding House, it is not a problem.

Miss Forsyth, a teacher in the boarding house, 
greeted me nicely in the airport on the first day 
I went to Aberdeen. From then on, she was like 
one of my parent, taking caring of my every need. 
When I had any question, no matter what kind they 
were, she was always willing to offer help. Besides, 
there was a house event in every month, during 
which I could travel to another city or go to the 
opera with my mates in the boarding house. The 
house activities were such a great relaxation for 
me, and I can escape schoolwork temporarily.

I studied four Advanced Higher subjects - Math, 
Mechanics, Physics and Chemistry. It was pretty 
difficult to deal with four subjects, letting alone in a 
foreign language. I found it hard to settle in the lessons 
in the first few weeks, and then, with the help from 
my teachers, I managed to get used to the teaching 
style in Albyn. Whenever I have any questions in my 
study, I could easily drop an email to my teachers or 
visit their rooms after classes. They were all friendly 
to me and could solve my problems immediately. 

Thanks to my friends in this year, who helped me a lot 
in the school events and provided me with such a good 
memory in Aberdeen. I’m not an outgoing person, so 
their help played an important role in my final year. 
They introduced me to this school as well as the city. 
I still remember the first time I went to a British party. 
It was full of joy and excitement. They were just like 
my friends in my previous school, and there was not 
gap caused by different nationalities. I still get in touch 
with my friends even after I finished high school. 

Now I am taking part in the internship in a small 
company and preparing the knowledge for 
the university. Here are my words for the new 
boarder: Love Albyn, and enjoy boarding life. 

Harry Yuan - Class of 2018

SINCE LEAVING ALBYN SCHOOL, HARRY YUAN HAS ACCEPTED A PLACE AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY WHERE HE WILL BE STUDYING MATERIAL SCIENCES. 

2017 - 2018



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENTS



TONI SHAW 
WINS GOLD MEDAL 

FOR GREAT 
BRITAIN
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Toni represented Great Britain in 6 events 
throughout the competition and won medals in 5 
out of the 6 races; 2 bronze, 2 silver and a gold. 

This is such an amazing achievement and we 
are all extremely proud of her here at Albyn!

TONI’S RESULTS

Event Rank 

Women’s 100m Freestyle S9 3 Bronze  

Women’s 100m Butterfly S9 2 Silver  

Women’s 100m Backstroke S9 3 Bronze  

Women’s 200m Individual Medley SM9   2 Silver  

Women’s 400m Freestyle S9 1 Gold  

Women’s 50m Freestyle S9 5 

These fantastic results follow her recent trip to 
Australia where she represented Scotland in the 

Commonwealth Games. There she competed in 4 
races, and although she was unfortunate not to win 

any medals on those occasions she beat her personal 
bests in each race and the experience clearly paid off 

at the World Para-swimming European Championships. 

At only 15 years old, and competing against swimmers 
up to 10 years her senior, these accomplishments 
are truly phenomenal and it is clear that Toni has a 

spectacular future ahead of her. She has been invited 
to attend the Japan Para-Swimming Championships in 
Yokohama on 22nd-24th September 2018, and here 

at Albyn School we will be supporting her all the way! 

Well done Ton i !

A huge congratulations 

to Toni Shaw (U4S) who 

has won a gold medal for 

Great Britain at the World 

Para-swimming European 

Championships which took 

place in Dublin, Ireland 

on 13th – 19th August 

2018.



Miles Beeson World Record and Gold Medal in Rowing

Miles’ rowing career began in U2 after he went along to an 
Aberdeen Schools Rowing Association (ASRA) ‘Learn to Row’ 
week in the summer holidays. He enjoyed rowing at ASRA 
and during PE lessons at Albyn and was quickly hooked by 
its unique mix of athleticism and teamwork. Miles began 
progressing through the ranks of the sport, winning multiple 
Scottish and British age group titles in a variety of events. 

In 2016, he was selected to represent Scotland J18s racing 
against crews from England, Ireland and Wales at the Home 
International Regatta. In the same summer, he formed the 
core of the ASRA J16 four that was selected to team up 
with four boys from Eton College to create the winning 
British eight at the annual J16 GB vs France match. The 
following year, Miles emerged from the GB trial process 
with places in the J18 eight at the Junior European Rowing 
Championships (Coupe de Jeunesse). In an exciting season-
ending finale they won gold medals, winning by a narrow 
margin over Switzerland and the Czech Republic. 
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Miles has had a strong start to this season, finishing as the 
third best pair at the recent GB J18 trials and he topped 
it off by adding a world record to his name shortly before 
his 17th birthday. On the 16th January 2018, he broke the 
Half Marathon World Record for 15-16 year old boys on 
the Concept 2 rowing machine, completing the distance 
in a time of 1 hour, 15 minutes and 40.6 seconds. 

“I knew I was performing well on the rowing machine thanks 
to the long hours of winter training that we do at the ASRA. My 
birthday was coming up so I thought I might as well have a go 
at one of the records that I’d had my eye on for a while. I figured 
that I should, if I was able endure a bit of pain, be able to hold the 
necessary pace and thankfully just over an hour and a quarter 
later I found out that I was right. It was the longest row that I 
have ever done and when I was finished I could hardly walk, but 
it was a great feeling to be the best in the world at something”.

Miles goes 
to Yale

Miles Beeson 

World Record 

and Gold Medal 

in Rowing
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Robert Goes 
to Princeton

Albyn Boys Win Gold Medals at Coupe de la Jeunesse Regatta

Back in July 2018, Miles and Robert rowed in the Men’s Junior Eights and won the Gold medal in the ‘A’ Final of the Coupe de la Jeunesse Regatta in Ireland, having taken Bronze in the race the day before.

They powered to Gold in a time of 5.56.78, pushing Switzerland with a time of 5.57.37 into second place and the Czech Republic, into third.
It was a great honour for the boys to represent Great Britain again and their success was very well deserved after all their hard work and training.

Robert and Miles take first place at the 2018 World Rowing Junior Championships

Back in August, Robert and Miles represented Great Britain in another event called the 2018 World Rowing Junior Championships 
which took place in Racice in the Czech Republic. They gained first place in the Junior Mens Pair, in what was a neck and 

neck race with Argentina until the end when team GB took the lead and completed the race with a time of 6:44.78. 

We hope these boys will continue to gain as much success in the 
States with Rowing as they have had in Europe, and we wish them 

the best of luck with their studies at Princeton and Yale. 
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Oscar F Wins Silver Medal in Rowing
We are very proud to announce the success of 

Albyn pupil Oscar F (U4F) who won a Silver medal 
over the summer holidays at the British Junior 
Rowing Championship which was held at the 

National Water Sports Centre, Nottingham in July. 

It was a very competitive category and he and 
his team did fantastically well to manage to 

achieve second place in the coxed quad event 
due to their sheer grit and determination.

Oscar has now won medals in all the major UK 
rowing events and we are sure that this is only 

the beginning of his rowing career. We can’t wait 
to hear about all his achievements to come.

Well done Oscar!

Vasiliy’s Judo Medals

To celebrate the Royal Wedding earlier this year, Rotary 
International held a nationwide competition amongst 
school pupils to write a poem inspired by the special 
occasion. Many of our Lower School pupils took part, 
and send their poems off to the Aberdeen Rotary Club to 
be judged, with 3 being selected to go forth to the District 
competition alongside 80 other rotary clubs. 

A massive well done to Lucy T (L7a) who won the 
district competition and is now one of 25 finalists. She will 
represent the North East in the British Isles Finals. 

Although we do not know the outcome of the competition 
yet, Lucy’s achievement did not go unnoticed, with the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Aberdeen coming into Albyn School 
to present Lucy with her certificate.

Well done Lucy !

Well done to Vasiliy M (L5b) who came runner-
up in the National Judo Championships held in 
Glasgow over the October holidays last year. 

Vasiliy, who trains with Garioch Judo Club in Inverurie 
with coach and mentor Stuart McWatt, has seen huge 

success in his Judo this year. As well as competing in the 
Championships, he as also taken part in 4 Scottish Judo Grand 

Prix events, winning 2 gold medals and a silver medal.

Only 9 years old, Vasiliy often trains with older fighters 
and when he turns 11 he will begin to train for the National 

Development Squad, although he is already informally 
attending trainings sessions with them. In between his 3 

training sessions a week, Vasiliy also assists in teaching Judo 
to younger students once a week which he really enjoys!

Vasiliy dreams of one-day winning Gold for Scotland and 
competing in the Olympics for Team GB, and with his 

incredible level of determination and discipline we are sure 
to see him up on the winner’s podium in the future!

Well done Vasiliy!

Rotary Club Royal
Wedding Poem
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Well done to Laura P and 
Claire B in Upper 3 who were 
the winners of the North of 
Scotland poster competition 
run by the Royal Society of 
Chemistry last December. 

They submitted this colourful 
poster highlighting the local 

and global importance of 

LAURA P AND CLAIRE B 
WIN ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY

POSTER COMPETITION

FUN FACT : 

CHEMISTRY AND ALL 

OUR OTHER SCIENCES 

ARE TAUGHT IN THE 

DOROTHY KIDD 

LABORATORIES WHICH 

WERE OPENED IN 1993 BY 

MISS KIDD HERSELF!

medicine, relating it to what 
they have been taught so far 
in Chemistry. The competition 

was held against schools 
from all over the North of 

Scotland, and not only will the 
girls receive a £50 Amazon
voucher each, but they have 
also won £100 for the school!
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TECHNOLOGY TEACHERS 

ASSOCIATION AWARDS 2016

Well done to Kirsty B (U6G) who won a 

Technology Teachers Association Award 

2016 in the category of 3D Printing. In her 

Design and Technology class, Kirsty used 

Computer Aided Design (CAD) software to 

model a bespoke USB stick which was then 

produced using a 3D printer. She persevered 

in learning how to utilise several complex 

design procedures in order to create a 2-part 

design that could be manufactured using the 

department’s 3D printer. This award is open 

to all age groups throughout all schools in 

Scotland so is a massive achievement for 

Kirsty, who was awarded a certificate and a 

copy of a Computer Aided Design software 

package as a prize.

 “I was very surprised when I won the award 

as I did not know that Mr Thompson had put 

me forward for it. I am so pleased to have 

won the CAD software which will be useful in 

my studies to become either a Civil Engineer 

or Architect.” – Kirsty B 

WINNERS OF THE DEBATERS TROPHY 2017Back in November, two of our U5 Prefects - Alexander A and Stephanie W - were at St Margaret’s School competing for and winning  the Debaters’ Trophy.
This long standing debating event, which was founded by former Albyn staff member, Miss Shand  in 1978, sees novice debaters from Albyn School, Robert Gordon’s College and St Margaret’s School for Girls compete for the trophy each year. The competition is always fierce and our pupils have  done extremely well to have been victorious this year!Following their success, Alexander and Stephanie competed in a round of the North of Scotland Schools Debating in which, again, they triumphed! 

This debating dream team are a force to be  reckoned and we can’t wait to hear how they get  on in the finals!



I began my journey at Albyn in 2007, entering into the lower 7. At 
the open day, I remember being welcomed warmheartedly by my teachers 

and classmates whom I am still very close to, till this very day. The family 
atmosphere at Albyn was a great comfort to me during the seven years I spent there. 

It feels like only yesterday that I entered into the Upper school filled with excitement and 
nerves, carrying my school bag around the corridors, which at that point felt larger than myself.

A lot of my time at Albyn was spent studying, but I was also able to pursue 
various extracurricular activities, from playing football, golf and rugby to being 
part of the choir and ensemble. The preparation required in the playing fields to 

the music rooms has instilled in me a work ethic that I still carry today.

Albyn’s transition into a co-educational school began with my year. I couldn’t think of a better 
year group to spend my time. The support I received when I was announced, as the first Head Boy 

of the school was truly heart warming, which further reinforced the family atmosphere that is such 
a huge part of Albyn’s history. Jill Russel, The Head Girl, ably supported me. When I think of Jill 
some of the characteristics that come to mind are hardworking, caring, decisive and leadership 

qualities. The perfect qualities needed to be a role model and also to lead the school. It was great 
to have her as a partner and a friend during our time as Head Boy and Head Girl. Matt Carter 
and Fiona Ironside were elected as Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl, they both were very 
diligent with their work and it was great to have friends alongside you for the journey ahead. 

The role of Head Boy was hectic at times, I was charged with organizing prefect rotas for lunch 
time, getting ready for open days and parent evenings. I also had regular meetings with Dr. 

Long to make progress reports and come up with ideas within the school to make improvements, 
while also continuing extracurricular activities and of course the never-ending studying. The 
role of Head Boy taught me how to organize my time and also how to prioritise effectively. 

There was always a mutual respect between the younger students and the prefects. We encouraged 
them to strive for academic excellence but also better themselves in extracurricular activities.

My favourite memory during my role was definitely taking my first 
assembly as Head Boy. I wanted to inspire the younger students as 
previous Heads of the school had done in the past. This was my 

chance to formally introduce myself, my beliefs and aspirations 
to better Albyn for the years below me and hopefully 
lay a foundation for the succeeding Head Boys. 

I write this sitting in my rented apartment in 
Hungary about to enter into my 5th and final year 
of Dental School. It has been a tough journey so far 
but the finish line is soon approaching. The qualities 

that were instilled in me and in particular work 
ethic have helped me during my time at University. 

My time at Albyn prepared me for the next stage 
of my journey, and for that I will be forever grateful. 

 

Fun Fact: 

Did you know that Albyn school

was an all girls school until 2005 

when we welcomed our first boys?

Below is an interview with 

Mayon Patel, Albyn School’s 

first ever Head Boy
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My Time at Albyn



FUNDRAISING
AT ALBYN
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For the last 2 years, the Albyn Pre-School has held a charity 
ceilidh in the Centenary Hall for parents to come along and watch 
the children perform ceilidh dancing which Mrs Kelman from the 

PE Department had been teaching them through the year.
Their ceilidh has become a highlight of the year, featuring the singing 
of Scottish songs such as Flower of Scotland, Auld Lang Syne and 
The Northern Lights of Old Aberdeen, which they had learned from 

Ms Addison during their music lessons. The atmosphere has been so 
magical that the parents couldn’t help but join in the fun and dancing.
After the ceilidh everyone heads back to the Pre-School for some 

cakes and sandwiches and are able to buy gifts from the ‘pop-
up’ charity shops where the children sold brooches, recipe books, 
raffle tickets along with guessing the birthday for ‘Morag McCow’.

Over both years the charity ceilidh raised a fantastic 
£1063.44! This money will be donated to The Brain Tumour 

Charity, in memory of our dear friend Charlie Todd.

Albyn 

Pre-School
 Charity 
Ceilidh
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Lipsync 2017
January 2017 saw the first ever Lipsync 
Week here at Albyn School thanks to 
Clan Douglas who organised 3 events 
over lunchtime on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday to kick off their month of 
fundraising.

They hoped to raise £1000 that month 
to help support the charity CLAN who 
provide support to young people affected 
by cancer, either through personal 
diagnosis or that of a loved one. Their 
efforts formed part of a yearlong campaign 
by CLAN called Christopher’s CLAN 
Challenge which aimed to raise £20,000 
for the charity.

All three shows were hosted by Dr 
Girdwood (Ant) and Mr Lamont (Dec) and 
Monday and Wednesday’s knockout 
stages were judged by Ms Addison, Orla 
P and Mr “Simon Cowell” Currie who did 
not hold back on his opinions of the acts. 
Our performers battled fearlessly in hope 

Lipsyncing for Clan
                and Friends of Anchor

of getting through to Fridays finals which 
were to be judged by 3 special guests, 
Norman MacLeod – STV newsreader, 
Colette Backwell – CEO of CLAN and 
Claire Fleming – founder of Christopher’s 
CLAN Challenge. Only 4 could go through 
to the finals, they were:

The Red Pens

Spice Up Your Life

Honey C

The Dirty Dancers

Hundreds of pupils and staff gathered in 
the hall to witness the finale, cheering, 
clapping, dancing and singing along, 
making it very hard for the judges to make 
their decision on who should be named 
the winners. In the end, they announced 
that HONEY C won the competition with 
their hip-hop performance assisted by Mr 
Martin and Mr Blancke. The group originally 
featured Miss Innes during the knockout 
stages however she unfortunately couldn’t 
make it for the finales.

A special mention should be made to the 
other teachers and staff who took part 
throughout the week which included Mr 
Williams and Mr Aldred-Dow lip-syncing 
to the Blues Brothers, Mr Currie, Mrs 
Milne, Mrs Imlah and Miss Blair – AKA The 
Downtown Punks and our Janitors, Dave 
and Hamish performing as the Elvis-ness.

Everyone who attended had lots of fun 
and from this event alone Clan Douglas 
managed to exceed their month-long 
target already, raising £1004. Well done to 
everyone involved.

Lipsync 2018
Following the success of last years Lipsync 
Week, this year’s event had a lot to live 
up to, but it certainly did not disappoint. 
This year, Clan Douglas choose to support 
Friends of Anchor. Friends of Anchor have 
dedicated units at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary 
for oncology and haematology patients, 
raising money to provide the best care and 
equipment for those dealing with cancer. 
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We are all extremely
proud of our Head Chef 

Michael McKenzie who earlier 
this year took part in BRAVE, 
an event organised by Friends 
of ANCHOR that puts the 

spotlight on 24 men to honour 
their bravery with a past or 
present cancer diagnosis. 

Mike, who has worked at Albyn 
for 10 years as a chef has a 
diagnosis of Chronic Myeloid 

Leukaemia. He previously spent 
4 days as an in-patient at the 

ANCHOR Unit and still attends 
the Haematology clinic every 3 
months. After his diagnosis, 

Mike said, “I have this disease 
and there’s nothing I can do 
about it as long as I take my 
medication my life can go on 
as normal”. I think you will 
all agree that in the time we 
have all got to know Mike, he 
has always had a smile on 
his face through some very 
hard times and really is the 

definition of the word BRAVE. 
On the night Mike did a brilliant 

job on the catwalk, sporting 
several different outfits including 
formal wear, casual wear and a 
kilt! The audience was full of 
friends, family and colleagues 

all cheering him on! The 
BRAVE event raised an incredible 
£126,000 for Friends of Anchor. 

Well done Mike and all the 
other BRAVE models. 

Again the shows were hosted by Dr 
Girdwood and Mr Lamont, this time 
judged by Mr Martin, Imogen B who you 
may have seen in various school musical 
performances and most recently, Animal 
Farm and COL-I-AN (Mr Currie). 

After the qualifying rounds, the 3 acts who 
made it to the finals were Marisha, Bruno 
Stars and SKL KIDS. The hall filled with 
an excitable audience, anxious to see 
who wins this year’s title of Lipsync 
Champion. Special guest judges Carly 
Davidson, Fundraising Coordinator for 
Friends of Anchor and Chris van der 
Wal, one half of the fantastic busking 
duo who supported The Script at the 
AECC in February joined Imogen on 
the panel.

All three acts impressively upped their 
game for the final and had the crowd 
cheering, laughing and singing along, 
but it was Bruno Stars made up of Euan 
M, Miles B, Mateus G, James Y, Viyom V 

and leading man Feranmi O (who may or 
may not have accidentally broken a guitar 
mid-performance) who stole the show!

- FUNDRAISING AT ALBYN - 

Our Brave 

Head Chef Mike

Over £1000 was raised for Friends of Anchor so thank you to all those who took part, judged, came to watch and those behind the scenes who helped to make this event possible!



Some of our Lower School pupils  
gave the performance of their lives 
at the Albyn’s Got Even More Talent 
show held in the Centenary Hall   
one Friday afternoon.
The show was organised to raise money for 
WaterAid, a charity which aims to provide clean 
water and promote good hygiene to poverty 
stricken areas of the world.

A spectacular audience of teachers and Lower 
School pupils came to watch the acts sing, dance 
and entertain in hopes of winning the competition, 
which was judged by Mr David Young, a Youth 
Pastor at the Aberdeen Christian Fellowship and 
Mrs Shona Robson, an emeritus Lower School 
teacher at Albyn School.

There were 4 different categories of performers, 
‘Dancers’, ‘Singers’, ‘Instrumentalists’ and ‘Other’ 
and all contestants in each category did extremely 
well just to get up on stage in front of their fellow 
classmates. There were some superb acts including 
poetry readings, magic tricks and even bongos! 
Everyone who entered deserved a prize for their 
fantastic efforts, however there could only be a 
handful of winners, one for each category and an 
overall winner.

ALBYN’S GOT EVEN
MORE T   LENT

WINNERSDancing Category 

Tangled Tinsel Dancers dancing 

to All I Want for Christmas is You
Singing Category 

Ayah B singing Rachel Plattan 

– Fight SongOther Category 

Jessica F doing a Magic Trick

Instrumental and Overall Winner 

Hannah M playing the Oboe

Everyone who perform and presented did a fantastic job 

and so far approx. £300 has been raised for WaterAid.
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Last December, Clan Gordon 
were busy spreading Christmas 
joy around Albyn School in 
hopes of raising money for 
Northsound 1’s Cash For 
Kids: Mission Christmas, 
supporting disadvantaged 
local children to make their 
Christmas morning special.
In order to raise money, Clan Gordon 
arranged a whole school Christmas 
Jumper Day along with a spectacular 
break time bake sale for people to 
purchase a fantastic selection of cakes, 
muffins, brownies, tablet and much more. 
They also held a very special lunchtime 
show, Strictly Come Teachers, which saw 
5 pairs of Albyn teaching staff showcase 
their dancing skills in front of pupils, staff 
and four Upper 6 judges. They jived, 
boogied and charlestoned away to a 
selection of Christmas songs, then faced 
the tough judges to hear their marks out 
of 10. Despite every couple giving it their 
all, there could only be one winner…well 
done to Mr Macklin and Mrs Heywood 
for getting the highest scores for their 
fantastically coordinated ‘made-up’ style 
dance to ‘Walking in a Winter Wonderland’.

At the beginning of last year, Upper 3 were involved 

in a Youth and Philanthropy Initiative project. 

The pupil groups decided on a social issue for 

focus and researched local charities which 

support these issues. Most pupils met with 

representatives from the charities and some pupils 

made visits too. Douglas R, Kai T and Liam T visited 

the Lighthouse project in Tillydrone recently and 

learnt about the impact of illegal drugs on lives.

Charley, Emmy C, Lisa M and Lucy M organised a Sponge the 

Teacher charity event to raise funds for Aberdeen Guide Dogs. 

Many thanks to Miss Blair, Mr Blunsdon, Mr Currie, Mrs Czuchnicka, 

SPONGE THE TEACHER

Mr Martin and Mrs Milne for agreeing to get very wet! £56 has 

been raised for the local charity. Abagail M, Bahar G, Lydia A 

and Symone S ran a Guess the Rabbit’s Name competition to 

raise funds for NEEDS (North East Eating Disorder Support).

During Eating Disorder Awareness week the pupils have 

raised awareness by displaying posters in school.   

Kirsty C, Fadia B, Rebecca H and Tessa Y also 

supported the NEEDS charity and visited Upper 

1 PSE classes to talk about food and diets.

Although only one couple could win, 
everyone deserves a 10 out of 10 for the 
dedication and hard work they put into 
to their routines to raise money for such 
a worthwhile cause. In total Clan Gordon 
raised an incredible £1058 for Cash for Kids!

RESULTS

1st Place 
Mr Macklin and Mrs Heywood 

– ‘Walking in a Winder Wonderland’

2nd Place 
Miss Innes and Mr MacDonald 

– ‘Rockin’ Robin’

3rd Place 
Mr Aldred-Dow and Ms Ross 

– ‘Santa Claus is Coming to Town’

4th Place
Mr Williams and Miss Hudson 

– ‘Step into Christmas’

5th Place
Mr Martin and Mrs McHattie 

– ‘Santa Claus is Coming to Town’
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ELPHINSTONE HALL CONCERTS
ELPHINSTONE HALL 2017 
On the evening of Thursday 
23rd March, the Music 
Department held their 3rd 
Annual Elphinstone Hall Concert 
in aid of the Albyn Foundation.

Shows 
& 

Performances

Well done to everyone who 
performed and to the music 
teachers who put a lot of work 
into making this event happen.

“Thank you for allowing us to perform 
at Elphinstone, a nice memory for 
us sixth years!” – Upper 6 Pupil

“Just wanted to say what an amazing 
concert last night! Every single 
performance was great to listen to 
and the orchestral arrangements 
just fabulous! What an achievement! 
And such variety too! Well done all.” 
– Audience Member
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“The concert was fantastic last night! 
Congratulations to everyone! A passer-
by stopped to listen to the orchestra 
rehearse and thought it was a university 
orchestra.” – Audience Member

This event has grown to be a 
highlight of the school calendar 
and this year was no exception.

We had two pupils premier their 
compositions this year, Sean D and 
Adam A. Sean’s was a percussion 
piece called ‘Cocktail’ and Adam’s an 
orchestral piece called ‘La Sinfonia 
Del Palio’, and both were received 
very well! The evening also included 
a range of different musical styles 
such as disco and a barbershop 
quartet, a true display of the depth 
of musical talent at Albyn School.

Despite it being a long day the pupils 
behaved impeccably, especially 
the lower 3’s who sat attentively 
throughout the entire concert.



ELPHINSTONE HALL 2018 
Elphinstone Hall is one of the 
highlights of the Music Department. 

It is hard to believe that this was only 
our 4th year of performing here. Once 
again the quality and diversity of 
the pupils performances wowed the 
audience and there was something for 
everyone. Due to the construction work 
at Queens Cross Church, this year’s 
Elphinstone Hall concert featured 
more vocal items than normal. Mr 
Somerville was a little concerned that 
the 20 minute Les Miserables medley 
was too long an item, however his 
fears were alieved when the audience 
gave the combined Choirs and Vocal 
Ensembles a well-deserved standing 
ovation. The quality of the instrumental 
work at Albyn goes from strength to 
strength and the Orchestras played the 
most stunning rendition of Vaughan 
Williams English Folksong Suite. Other 
items of merit were the Gran Partita 
written by Mozart and performed by 
the specifically formed Woodwind 
Ensemble featuring Christopher Smith 
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and Fazz Junks rendition of their Money 
Mashup which got everyone, including 
Dr Long’s toes tapping. Although heavily 
dominated by the Upper School it is 
always so nice to welcome and showcase 
some of the Lower School Music groups 
too. The Lower School choir gave a 
rousing rendition of ‘Risen as he Said’ 

and the Barocers, our Recorder 
Ensemble, played Britten’s Rondeau 
and a Medley arranged by Mrs Magill of 
Disney classics. The quality of the music 
and the stunning surroundings make for 
an outstanding evening’s entertainment.
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Here at Albyn, the cast and production 
team put their own fabulous spin on the 
emotional story. The show was set in a 

refugee camp with cast members playing 
refugees and guards. The setting and 

characters really highlighted the struggles 
many people are facing all over the 

world at present. LED lights were worn 
by each of the characters which changed 
colour to reflect their attitude throughout 
the performance allowing the audience 
to clearly see who was a follower, who 

was unsure and who was against Jesus. 
Two female pupils were cast in the 

roles of Jesus and Judas, Susan H and 
Stephanie W, who both gave incredibly 
convincing performances making the 
production current in the 21st century.

Godspell

The entire production from start to finish 
was slick and the props and set where 
intricate and eye-catching. The acting 
and singing were of such high calibre 

that the audience would be forgiven for 
thinking they were at a Broadway show.

Thanks to all who came to witness 
the delights of this year’s production. 
A huge thank you must go to those 

pupils whose extraordinarily hard work 
definitely paid off and a special thanks 
to the production team, music players, 

lighting and sound technicians and 
pupil helpers! A lot of time and energy 
went into preparing for this magnificent 
show so you should all be very proud 
of yourselves! Well done everyone!!!

“Well done to everyone involved 
in Godspell. It was amazing!” 

Mrs Wisley (Teacher L4a)

“The energy and ‘slickness’ from 
the pupils was outstanding. I have 
seen professional shows that have 

not created such an impression 
on me as the cast of Godspell has. 
The singing, dancing, togetherness 

and passion is very evident.” 
Miss Brown (Deputy Head 

of Lower School)

“[The] performance of Godspell 
was absolutely terrific – massive 

congratulations to the cast and crew 
who have put on one of the highest 

calibre youth productions I have seen.”
Mr Starbuck (Deputy Head)

Last year, our very talented Albyn Upper 
School pupils performed Stephen Schwartz’s 

Broadway blockbuster rock opera, GODSPELL, 
and what a show it was!

Godspell re-enacts the final days of Jesus 
Christ, featuring a series of parables 

based on the Gospel of St Matthew, 
and ends with the betrayal of 
Jesus by Judas which resulted 

in his crucifixion.
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ANIMAL FARM
BASED ON ONE OF THE 20TH CENTURIES LEADING 

NOVELS, JANE WILLIAMS’ PRODUCTION OF 
GEORGE ORWELL’S ANIMAL FARM WAS WRITTEN 

AS BITTER ALLEGORY OF STALINIST RUSSIA; A 
SOCIALIST DREAM GONE BADLY WRONG.

Opening with the plaintiff dialogue of Old Major 
(Oisin L) about the injustices of Manor Farm run by Mr 
Jones (Ire A), the play quickly moves to the revolution 
instigated by Snowball (Stephanie W) and Napoleon 
(Imogen B) and the establishment of a new regime 
at Animal Farm based on the seven principals of 

‘animalism’ where ‘Four legs good: two legs bad’ is 
the keystone. Soon idealism is replaced by ambition; 
Snowball is chased away and a more sinister regime 

begins to emerge. One of the highlights was the 
way that Napoleon became a stronger and a more 

menacing influence through the play. While Benjamin 
(Campbell T) has the wisdom and courage to express 
his doubts about the growing hypocrisies of the new 
regime and as Napoleon and Squealer (Natallia M) 

set up home in Mr Jones’ farmhouse, others are more 
willing to just work harder to make a flawed system 

work better. Boxer (Matthew B) exemplifies this best of 
all and there is a feeling of horror among the audience 
as he is taken away to the ‘animal hospital’ when his 
usefulness to Napoleon and the farm is exhausted. 
The behaviour of the animals and the former human 

masters becomes ever more similar as the play draws 
to a close until eventually even the original name of 

the farm is restored and the animals have developed 
all the vices of the former regime. Throughout the 

play, there were lovely vignettes – the vanity of 
Molly the horse who couldn’t resist the ribbons and 
attention of the humans; the performance of Clover 
(Katie H) constantly seeking to make sense of the 
disparities between the aspirations of animalism 

and the behaviour of the Pigs while Morgan T and 
Anna M act like chorus to the pronouncements of 

Squealer who justifies the statements and reconciles 
the contradictory pronouncements of Napoleon. 

This production successfully negotiated its way 
through the allegorical maze set by Orwell.

The pupils and Ms Williams put on a spectacular 
show and could not have done it without those pupils 

who helped backstage and with lighting, sound 
and all other technical aspects of the production.

WELL DONE TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED!

Here is one of the many lovely reviews of Animal Farm:

Congratulations to you (Ms Williams and your team - and to especially the children!- for last nights performance. I could actually feel the spirit of the revolution and then slow turn of manipulation occurring during the show. Really excellently done.Animal Farm was superb last night! I really enjoyed the 
show – it was very slick and showcased a great deal of talent.That was a very powerful and engrossing performance last night.

The characters are all so believable and the whole cast performed with such conviction.Wonderful soundtrack and great attention to detail in costumes and set.
I am very happy to be be able to experience it all over again tonight.

Thank you so much and to all involved for all the work that has gone into this great production.

ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK
- 55 - 





If you haven’t heard already, our Lower School 
production of Bugsy Malone was a huge success! 

From the spectacular set, to the fabulous costumes 
and of course the phenomenal acting and singing, 
our Lower School pupils sure did put on a show!

 A huge congratulations from everyone at Albyn 
to all the people involved in the production of this 

incredibly slick and entertaining performance. 

A special thank you should be mentioned to John 
Webb, Dai at Cullen Architectural Salvage Yard, 

Cullen Antique Centre and also the workmen and 
designers at K2 Construction – for lending us props 
and building and fabrication of the set. They were 

amazing and we are so grateful to John and his 
experts! Thank you to mums Sonia and Debi who 

altered a lot of the costumes worn in the play, which 
were all sourced and purchased by our very own 
Miss Sinclair, Director and Producer of the show. 

Here is what she had to say about the performance;

“From the auditions last June, the weekly two hour 
rehearsals from August, to the performances of 

last week, the Bugsy journey has been one of my 
highlights here at Albyn School. The dedication, 
passion, excitement and professional attitude of 

the Lower 6&7 pupils has been outstanding. I have 
loved watching the children develop their acting as 
well as their confidence and stage presence. Being 
able to perform in front of hundreds of people is no 
small feat. Each and every member of the cast on 

stage and off stage have wowed me far beyond my 
wildest dreams. The pupils were the perfect mix of 
sincere, funny, energetic, calm and crazy (you have 
to be a little crazy when splurge is involved). The 
positive energy that has been created throughout 

the Bugsy journey is a feeling that I hope will 
never go. I am extremely proud of all involved. I 

will never forget the moment when the cast of 50 
let loose and had the ‘thumbs – up’ to splurge me. 

I must be crazy! The bar is set for future Lower 
School Productions – roll on the next!” – Laura 
Sinclair – Director and Producer Bugsy 2018.
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Albyn School presents Alan Parker’s BUGSY MALONE, Play by Alan Parker, 
Words and Music by Paul Williams, By arrangement with Faber Music Ltd on 

behalf of Warner/Chappell Music Ltd

BUGSY 
MALONE

“The ‘buzz’ of Bugsy Malone will remain with me for a long time…I 
even found myself singing the songs in my head in my back swing 

when playing golf at the weekend! The energy and passion that 
came from the cast was huge. They were so proud of their show and 
rose to the challenge on show nights, embracing their characters 

and entertaining their audience. I  am hugely proud of what they 
achieved and I am so grateful to Laura Sinclair for her energy and 

expertise in directing and producing such a wonderful learning 
opportunity for the children to be involved in. It was a magical 
show where very cast member entered in to their given role. I 

truly believe that the memory created from being part of the show 
will remain with those who were involved forever.”

THE REVIEWS ARE IN…

“I must write to you and say 

many, many congratulations 

for the most amazing 

shows last week!!!!! What an 

incredible experience you’ve 

given to the children; one 

they shall never ever forget! 

Nor shall I! My parents were 

astounded (as were my 

husband and I) at such 

high levels of acting and 

professionalism the children 

showed at such a young age.”

“I just wanted to say an enormous well 

done on the production of Bugsy. I was 

bowled over by what you all achieved. 

The direction was brilliant – very hard to 

get comic timing to work, especially with 

children – but it was spot on. The casting 

was really excellent, with the characters 

really coming out individually. Such 

variety of movement round the hall and 

stage, colour, costume, quirky touches 

such as the multilingual broadcasting, 

the ‘heavies’ removing Lena… and much, 

much more. Performing in shows such as 

these give lasting memories for the children 

and they get so much out of it on multiple 

levels. I’m hugely impressed – well done 

indeed and thank you for all your efforts.”
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DAME ESTHER 
RANTZEN

“IT WAS INSPIRATIONAL TO MEET DAME ESTHER IN PERSON AND 
TO SEE HOW INVOLVED SHE STILL IS IN THE CHARITY AFTER 30 
YEARS. I WILL DEFINITELY LOOK AT THE WEBSITE TO FIND OUT 

MORE ABOUT VOLUNTEERING.”

On Thursday 22nd September 2017, we were honoured to be visited by special 
guest Dame Esther Rantzen, TV personality and founder of Childline.

Dame Esther was visiting Aberdeen as part of a UK tour of all Childline offices to celebrate the charity’s 30th 
anniversary. She started the charity back in 1986 following a BBC special called ‘Childwatch’, a programme 
about child abuse which opened a helpline for children to call if they were in need of someone to speak to 

about issues such as abuse, bullying and mental illness. The vast amount of children who called-in led to the 
creation of Childline, which today receives a call every 25 seconds. Unfortunately the charity can only respond 

to 3 out of 4 calls and is hopeful of recruiting more volunteers to help ensure every call is answered.

During her visit she spoke to our Prefects and Class Representatives about the start-up of Childline, what the charity 
is there for and what being a volunteer involves. She explained that anyone over the age of 16 who has 4 hours spare 

per week can volunteer and assist in helping the thousands of children who call the Aberdeen base each year.

The pupils in attendance were a huge credit to our school in their behaviour and the quality 
of questions they asked Dame Esther. They enjoyed the talk thoroughly and will hopefully 

spread amongst their fellow pupils her enthusiasm to help these children.

- ALBYN VISITORS - 
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JOHANNA BASFORD OBE - SCOTTISH ILLUSTRATOR

Our Art Department had a very special visit from 

Scottish illustrator Johanna Basford OBE who came 

in to speak to the pupils about her artwork, her career 

to date and her time applying to study at art school.

Johanna is famous for creating the adult colouring 

book, ‘Secret Garden’ published in 2013. The book was 

such a success that she has since published 3 more, 

‘Enchanted Forest’, ‘Lost Ocean’ & ‘Magical Jungle’. 

Combined, these books have sold over 16 million copies 

worldwide and have been translated into 40 different 

languages. Her artwork has featured on packaging for 

companies such as Beefeater Gin, Thorntons, Crabtree 

& Evelyn, Marks & Spencer and Starbucks to name but 

a very few and her designs are recognisable as usually 

being monochromatic and beautifully intricate.

Lower School pupils were very lucky to be visited by film maker and 
author, Matt Dickinson, who spoke with the children about filming 

techniques and career paths within documentary and movie making.

Matt has made over 40 films over the last 20 years for channels 
such as the BBC, National Geographic and the Discovery 

Channel and has travelled all over the world including the East 
Africa, Alaska, the Himalayas and the Antarctic. His most recent 
adventure took him up Mount Everest earlier this year, during 

which he captured footage simply using his mobile phone. 

The children (and staff) absolutely loved Matt’s presentation 
and had plenty of questions to ask him after his talk. Matt 

was also kind enough to stick around to sign some of 
his latest book, ‘The Everest Files’ for the pupils.

PHILIP HARRIS 
– EGYPTOLOGIST 

Our Lower 4 pupils were visited by Egyptologist, 
Philip Harris (aka Mr Egypt) who introduced 

them to their new topic for the term.

He showed pupils some real Egyptian artefacts, 
taught them about the Valley of the Kings and 

Tutankhamun, and all about how pyramids were 
tombs for pharaohs. He explained the burial 

process the bodies would go through and even 
taught the pupils how to wrap a mummy! It was 
a fascinating lesson and the children had great 
fun pretending to be mummys. Thank you Philip 

for coming in to teach us all about Egypt!

NASA SCIENTISTS
Our Lower 7 pupils had a very exciting conversation via Skype with some NASA scientists from the Mars Curiosity Project in Spain thanks to Anna R’s Mum who has a friend who works there. 
They were told about the findings of the project, the roles of all the different scientists and were even given a guided tour of the facility. An opportunity for questions at the end raised a lot of different and thought-provoking 

issues with the possibility of colonising 
Mars in the future of particular interest!

MATT 

DICKENSON 

AUTHOR & 

FILM MAKER
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Rossano Sportiello 
- Jazz Pianist

On Tuesday Nov 
7th, we welcomed 

Rossano Sportiello 
to Albyn School.

Rossano is an award-winning and renowned jazz pianist who 

began playing piano at the age of 9. He is well-known as a 

jazz educator and leads a very busy life doing workshops, 

masterclasses and lectures, and playing at venues and festivals 

throughout the US. He has performed all over the world and 

has recorded many CDs as a soloist and with jazz ensembles.

Rossano invited our musicians to play with him and soon 

we were all “jamming” along and having fun playing 

jazz together. He was an inspiration to us all and we 

were all spell bound by his incredible playing.

On Monday 8th of May 2017, Nicola McLeery of 
the Sirens, Scotland’s first professional netball 

team, came to visit Aberdeen to put on a coaching 
masterclass for Albyn School’s Netball team in areas 

such as driving, shooting and centre play passes.

The Sirens are the only professional female sports club 
based in the world-leading Emirates Arena in Glasgow and 

are the only Scottish team to currently compete in the Vitality 
Netball Superleague, the UK’s elite netball competition. 

The coaching was a fantastic opportunity for our netballers 
to refine their skills and to learn strategies which they 

can carry forward throughout their netball career. 

SPANISH EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

We were delighted to welcome 11 students from the 
Hamelin-Laie International School in Barcelona to Albyn.

They were hosted by a group of U1 and U2 students, all eager 
to practice their Spanish skills. They took part in a range of 
different activities during the week, including an Aberdeen 
treasure hunt, orienteering in Kirkhill Forest and a visit to 

Stonehaven and Dunnottar Castle. Overall, the weather was 
kind to us, and the Spanish visitors left with a bright and sunny 
impression of Aberdeen and the surrounding countryside. In 
addition, the Spanish students also followed their partner’s 

timetable for 2 days in school, and were interested to compare 
their experience of Albyn with their school in Barcelona.

Nicola 
McLeery 

Sirens 
Netball

 Team

Scottish Opera

Scottish Opera came to work with the 

L6/7 for their fourth visit to Albyn. this 

year the theme was Tam’O’Shanter.

The pupils took the roles of villagers, woods/ streams and 

witches with Ethan D taking the role of the devil! Although 

the children had learnt the songs during their music 

lessons the performance, including dance and acting, was 

put together in less than half a day. In the afternoon the 

‘Opera’ was performed for parents and grandparents, the 

audience of 120 was extremely impressed by what they 

saw and the speed in which it had been put together. 
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A team of adventurous 6th year pupils are working towards the 
challenge of a life time when they will embrace the unforgettable 

journey to Mt Everest Base Camp in October 2018. 
The team will head to Kathmandu on a three week expedition where 
they will have time to trek, acclimatise and become immersed in the 
Nepalese culture and people. They will dare to summit Kala Patthar 
5545m and reach Everest Basecamp at 5360m. Together they have 

walked locally strengthening their team bonds and spirits. 

EVEREST BASE 
CAMP PREP

In preparation for their Everest adventure, they went up 
Scolty in Banchory at high speed and then took off into 
the forest paths. Everyone had a great walk, spirits were 
kept high with music provided by DJ Brooks. The purpose 
of the team walks is to increase fitness levels and 
develop teamwork. Along the way discussing personal 
and team fundraising ideas. The team presented a high 
level of fitness along with lots of enthusiasm and energy.

A few months later following on from their trip up 
Scotly, the team took it in their stride to summit Britain’s 
highest mountain Ben Nevis. They were fortunate to 
experience Ben Nevis on a glorious day of sunshine 
and unforgettable breath-taking views. The pupils were 
delighted to summit Ben Nevis all wearing their team 

hoodies which they designed. The team hoodies were 
very generously sponsored by local business owners and 
Albyn School parents, Mark and Victoria Cavanagh. The 
couple own various businesses in the North East and their 
restaurant: No.1 Bar and Grill in Aberdeen’s City Centre 
was the chosen sponsor for the team hoodies. The team 
proudly wear the restaurant’s logo on the front of their 
hoodies and their school motto ‘Vigor et Juventas’ on the 
back. Team spirit, determination, grit, resilience, vigour and 
youth will get them to the summit. To reach Base Camp 
Everest is a huge achievement and a dream of many 
– Albyn School are delighted to be able to take on the 
challenge in October 2018.
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Independent Schools Ski & Snowboard Championships in Les Deux AlpsA few years ago, Albyn decided to venture a little further than Scotland, 
to France for the Independent School Ski and Snowboard Championships 

that take place annually in Les Deux Alps. This competition between 
independent schools consisted of a 5 day trip – 2 days of intense downhill 

slalom race training with experienced ESF Instructors and 2 days 
of competitive racing. This wonderfully wintery ski town, lit up for 

Christmas, is the most beautiful place to host this exciting competition. 
Residing in a quint Italian hotel, pupils from schools such as Lancing College, Whitgift School, 

Bradfield College, Kings College Wimbledon and Wycombe Abbey Girls School have the chance 

to mix and mingle from the start of the trip. They socialise, eat and ski together making the 

experience a friendly but competitive one at the same time. A mixture of older Lower and Upper 

School pupils have taken part in this exciting trip and have excelled every year. Competing 

against more than 100 other pupils, the Albyn pupils have placed in top 10 lists for various 

different races and make us proud every year with their confidence and enthusiasm. 
THIS IS A TRIP WE HOPE WILL GROW AND CONTINUE IN THE FUTURE!
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Lower 5 - St Andrews

FOR THE PAST 2 YEARS, OUR LOWER 5 PUPILS 

HAVE VISITED ST ANDREWS AS PART OF THEIR 

‘TRAVEL AND TOURISM’ TOPIC. 

The children explored exciting tourist attractions 

such as the glorious golden beach of ‘The 

West Sands’ where part of Chariots of Fire was 

filmed, the ‘Himalayas Putting Green’ part of the 

hallowed ground of the world famous ‘Home 

of Golf’, The St Andrews Castle and Cathedral 

where through history both buildings have 

played major roles of importance, Janettas 

Gelateria where ice cream has been made for 

over 100 years by a family generation and 

finally the Botanical Gardens to travel through 

the world of beautiful butterflies and plants 

from all over the world.
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Lower 2 - Chester Hotel 
ONE OF THE LOWER 2’S TOPICS LAST YEAR WAS ‘WE ARE WHAT WE EAT!’. 
They learned all about why our bodies need food, how we can stay fit and healthy and how to make sensible food choice. They carried out exciting science investigations and visited the school kitchen where Mike, our School Head Chef and his team toured them around and showed them a massive cod fish which he then turned into lunch. They went on two trips to help them understand more about food. During their visit to Tesco they met Audrey who showed them a brilliant app called Sugar Smart which lets you scan items on the shelves to find out how much sugar is in them. They got a surprise when they looked at the breakfast cereals! They next visited The Chester Hotel where Kevin the Head Chef showed them how to make healthy pizzas which they said were delicious!
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LOWER 7 
WW� TRIP

As part of their World War 2 project, our Lower 7 pupils re-enacted what it would be like to be evacuated. 
Read a pupil account of their day below: 

“We got the bus at around 9am to Aberdeen train station to go to Inverurie but it was delayed by 40 

minutes due to the weather. Whilst we waited, one of our teachers played on the piano in Union Square 

and we sang some wartime songs such as ‘We’ll Meet Again’ and ‘Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit 

Bag”. A member of staff at Union Square filmed us and put it on the Union Square Facebook page!

Finally, we arrived in Inverurie where we went to the Church Hall to meet our ‘host families’ for the 

day. We all got to know each other and did activates such as social dancing and reading Morse Code. 

We also took along some tray bakes to share with our new friends. I really enjoyed the day! It was a 

new experience and something we can remember forever.” Joanna P

“It was a really good day and everyone remained in high spirits despite the unpredictable weather. It 

was lovely to see how the pupils had made such good friends with their host families by the end of the 

day, with lots of hugs goodbye when we were leaving.” Mrs McHattie – Teacher of L7a

Due to paper restrictions during World War 2 the Albyn Magazine took a break until 1949;“During the War, paper restrictions made impossible the printing of a school magazine. We regret this, for there would have been much to record during the war years when the School was split into three, with the Junior Boarders at Tillypronie and the Seniors at Blelack.“Sed fugit interea, fugit irreparabile tempus” andthese things are now part of the misty past, and forus the moors and woods of Deeside have vanishedwith bombs and Dunkirk and D-Day and all thatwill go to form part of our island heritage when weourselves are dead and forgotten.”

FACT
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Lower 7 - French Trip

Earlier this year, our Lower 7’s 
went on a trip to Normandy 
as part of their World War 
2 project. Here are a few 
excerpts from the blog they 
kept while they were away.

ARROMANCHES

Our first full day in Normandy wasn’t 
a very busy day but we learned lots 
from two places. We started the day 
with everyone waking up at 8 o’clock. 
We then went to a Arromanches 360 
degree cinema which told us about the 
D-Day landings and showed us real 
life pictures and videos from the event. 
We then visited Mulberry Harbour 
museum. The harbour was a floating 
port with steel and concrete hollow 
floaters. They were connected by 
floating roads. They were protected by 
barrage balloons which were attached 
to steel wires which protected it from 
air attack. We then came back for 
dinner. Afterwards we discussed in 
our travel groups what we had learned 
and moments from the day. We then 
went to the beach just across the road 
from our hotel and there was a big 
game of football. Finally we came back 
to our dorms and prepared for bed.

By George C and Cameron M

MERVILLE BATTERY

Merville Battery is a museum set 
outside in Merville, Normandy. There 
were different types of underground 
stations which you went into, some of 
them had little clips of what it was like 
during WW2. Some of the stations had 
clips of people who survived and how 
they felt during the invasion. We saw 
sandbags that represented the feeling 

of what it was like during the war. Here 
are some of the facts that we found 
while we were at Merville Battery:

• There were 120 German defenders 
and only 20 of them survived

• The guns of the Merville 
Battery could reach all the 
way to Pegasus Bridge

• On the 5th of June, the troops began 
to make their way to Normandy

• Alex Durham was wounded in the 
invasion and later we found out he 
died on the 27th of August 1944.

Alex Durham was Ms Ross’ 
sister in laws uncle.

By Katie J, Emma C and Jess W

BAYEUX MILITARY CEMETERY

Today we went to the cemetery and 
here are some facts we learned:

• 3800 people that died in the 
battle of Normandy were buried 
in Bayeux military cemetery

• 3600 identified and 200 unidentified

• Lots of families didn’t realise that 
their husband / son / dad had died

• The grave yard didn’t just honour 
the British they also honoured the 
Germans, Polish and French.

• Most of the soldiers were 
below the age of 25

• The oldest person that was 
dead was 56 and he work as 
an auxiliary fire service man

• Most of them were very young and 
the youngest was 16 years old

• A lot of people got emotional

By Sophie G and Lauren B

AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY

Today we visited the American 
cemetery. It is sad how many graves 
there are in the cemetery and how 
many are un-named. I was quite 
sad to see how big it was. And 
some people found the American 
cemetery more saddening than the 
British on because there were more 
graves, others found that the British 
cemetery was more saddening 
because it told us the soldiers ages 
and had a personal message.

We saw the cross for two soldiers who 
were awarded the medal of honour 
for their bravery during WW2.

By Tom P and Ella C

- SCHOOL TRIPS - 
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You may have heard our fabulous 
Original 106 radio adverts periodically 

over the past 8 months.

The faces behind these wonderful voices are 
Robert M, Ellie O and Miss Zibby Brown. Their 

‘Managers’ William B and Esther C did a fabulous 
job also in helping to promote the School’s Open 

Mornings to all those listening on the radio. 

The pupils were led into the Original 106 meeting 
room where they were greeted by presenter, Martin 
Ingram who then showed them into the recording 
studio. After a quick practice, Robert and Ellie both 

spoke wonderfully while being enthusiastically 

AL
BY

N RADIO STARS

encouraged by Esther and William. The pupils 
then had the opportunity to meet Claire 

Stevenson while she was presenting live on air. 

The Original 106 staff were really helpful and 
made the pupils feel welcome and important. 

We received wonderful comments after every 
advert from prospective and current parents 
along with members of the general public. 

GREAT JOB ALBYN SUPER STARS 
– I think we may have found 

your future calling!
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On the 27th of March 2017, five Albyn Pupils, Alistair K, 
Matthew R, Peter M, Andrew W and Matthew L travelled 
to Ireland by mini bus to compete in The Links Cup.

Accompanied by Mr McCulloch and Miss Brown, we left 
school on Monday and drove to Stranraer where we 
caught the ferry over to Belfast the following day. After the 
near 16-hour journey we were greeted by the opposing 
team at their school Coláiste Iósaef, located in Killmallock 
where we had a warm welcome from their headmaster, 
Noel Kelly. We were then paired with our host families who 
we were going to be staying with for the rest of the week.

The first match was held at Lahinch golf Club where 
Coláiste Iósaef won all three games and went up 3-0. 
After the round at Lahinch the teams then travelled to 
Trump International Golf Links and Hotel where we stayed 
the night in luxury cottages and played the next round. 
Alistair K and Peter M were the only pairing to win their 
match from Albyn that day and Coláiste Iósaef then went 
5-1 up. The final match was held at Royal Dublin Golf Club 
and was a must win day for the Albyn boys. We made 
an amazing comeback and brought it back to finish as a 

very respectable 6.5-4.5. On the last day of the trip both 
teams went to watch the local rugby team Munster beat the 
French side of Toulouse in the semi-finals of the European 
Rugby Champions Cup, held at Thomond Park in Limerick. It 
was a fantastic way to end an already brilliant week.

Although Albyn did not win this year, the team showed 
excellent fight and I’m sure will be gunning for the trophy 
next year when Coláiste Iósaef come to Aberdeen for the 
return visit of the competition.

Written by Matthew R

LINKS CUP
IRELAND

“The whole team were a credit to the school. We were fortunate enough to be playing at some of the top championship courses in Ireland, some of which have hosted major international championships. I hope these memories will last with the boys for many years to come.” Mr McCullochFormer Head of PE
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Over the October break in 2016, a group of our Upper 
School Netball players and Football players visited 

sunny Marbella for 1 week to play a series of 8 
matches against Spanish schools and expats.

The trip was very successful, with our teams 
winning 7 out of 8 of their matches. 

SPORTS
TOUR
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During October half-term, eight Albyn pupils and two 
members of staff spent 6 days in Russia, immersing 
themselves in the rich history and culture of Moscow and 
St Petersburg.

Highlights of the trip included a visit to the famous Kirov 
Ballet where they were treated to a performance of ‘Giselle’, 
a performance of Tchaikovsky’s opera ‘Eugene Onegin’ by 
the Moscow State Symphony Orchestra, going nineteen 
floors down to explore a once secret Soviet bunker and 
a visit to the Winter Palace. They also experienced the 
overnight train ‘The Red Arrow’ and visited the Kremlin, 
seeing Lenin’s tomb. The trip was organised in conjunction 
with TCBC tours who are specialists in school trips to 
Russia. Here, Oisin L gives his impressions of the trip:

As we sat in Aberdeen Airport waiting for our flight, I felt 
a combination of fear and excitement. I kept thinking 
about just how different the culture of the country we 
were about to enter would be, and I had no idea what 
to expect. I suspect IGCSE History had lead me to 
build up an unrealistic picture of an unforgiving police 
state where I would have to watch my every move. 
Fortunately, the truth turned out to be quite different.

Russia’s first impression on us wasn’t the greatest, as we 
had to wait for over an hour in the dreadful Moscow traffic. 
But this did give us a chance to take in the city, and we 
also learnt a great deal from one of our wonderful tour 
guides, Elena, on that first bus journey, which we soon 
found out would be one of many. The thing that astounded 
us most about Moscow was the sheer size of it. In every 
direction were concrete high-rise buildings, that seemed 
to stretch on forever. Such an enormous region of nearly 
uniform architecture was quite disorientating at first.

The following couple of days were so packed with a 
myriad of vastly different activities it was a wonder we 
got any sleep at all. We started with a daylight tour of the 
city, where we could experience some of the amazing 
architecture in all its glory, including the iconic St Basil’s 
Cathedral, which is all the more impressive up close. Among 
the other tourists sites we visited, both in Moscow and St 
Petersburg, were the Novodevichy Cemetery, the Kremlin 
and Lenin’s Mausoleum, the Hermitage Museum, and 
the Peter and Paul Fortress, all of which made their own 
cultural impression on us, once we’d gotten over the cold.

In some of our more everyday experiences in Russia, we 
came across a wide palette of salesmen, who tended to 
go surprisingly out of their way to try and make a sale, 
with a passion not often seen back in the UK. We also got 
to eat in a large selection of Russian restaurants, where 
the food received mixed responses for the most part.

Another highlight of the trip was the trip was the musical and 
theatrical scene we got to be part of. Our stay in Moscow 
saw a trip to the opera, which we were assured was a 
very special occasion for many of the audience members 
(although after four hours some members of the group 
didn’t seem to feel that way!), whilst our St Petersburg 
experience was in the Mariinsky Theatre at the Ballet.

As we departed from St Petersburg, although 
we had seen so much, the time seemed to have 
flown by, and I for one had come had come out 
of the trip with many questions answered and 
suspicions put to rest about the great eastern 
superpower we spent just a few days in, glad to 
had experienced such an interesting culture, and 
had experiences I wouldn’t forget for a long time.

RUSSIA TRIP
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At the end of July, senior pupils of 
Albyn returned from a successful 
three-week expedition in South 
America. The encaptivating 
destination of Peru brought 
personal challenge, a growth 
in physical and emotional 
development, created lasting 
memories and a cacophony of 
cultural and environmental 
learning experiences to the 
two teams of fourteen pupils 
and staff who travelled across 
vast mountainous landscapes 
and undertook two very 
different community projects.

Albyn Team 1’s project was 
an environmental project. 
The Monterosa reforestation 
project takes place at the Pacha 
Conservancy, 2000m above sea 
level, surrounded by beautiful 
tropical cloud forest and sitting on 
the banks of the Lucumayu river. 

The project was founded in 2007, 
and the aims were to preserve the 
flora and fauna within the Lucumayu 
Valley located in the buffer zone 
around the very fragile Machu Picchu 
Historical Sanctuary. The main focus 
is the reforestation and restoration 
of the highly damaged forest that 
has been slowly stripped of its trees 
over the centuries. Albyn Team 1 
worked with the local people to 
rebuild an Incan wall and took part 
in a programme of replanting various 
indigenous plant species. They also 
learnt about the botany of the cloud 
forest and carried out a study of bats. 

Albyn Team 2’s project was to 
improve the living conditions for the 
children who live within the Azul 
Wasi Home. Azul Wasi was situated 

outside Oropesa, at an altitude of 
3300m. The children who live in 
the home had been destitute and 
homeless on the streets of Cusco. 
The project at Azul Wasi was set 
up by a former policeman from 
Cusco who has made it his personal 
mission to provide an alternative to 
the state run correctional facilities 
which many young homeless 
children find themselves in. The 
children go to school in Oropesa 
and are fed, clothed and taught 
how to rear animals and grow their 
own food. Preparing these children 
for life is the goal at Azul Wasi.

The project involved the team 
working with a local tradesman to dig 
six large foundation holes for a toilet 
and shower block to create better 
washing facilities for the children. 
Creating the foundations involved 
lots of removal of mud, bricks and 
water from the ground. The mud 
was moved to be used in the field 
to plant crops and the stones were 
used within the cement mix. The team 
then assisted in making three of the 
rod towers which were then encased 
with concrete. The next phase of 
the project would be continued by 
another volunteer team. The team 
also spent lots of time playing with 
the children from Azul Wasi, playing 
games and football with them when 
they returned from school. Azul Wasi 
was a very special place that captured 
all the hearts of Albyn Team 2.

Team 2 undertook the challenging 
Lares Trek which was a four-day trek 
through the High Andes mountains. 
Starting from Huaran in the Sacred 
Valley and reaching a height of 
4700m before dropping down in 
to the village Lares and a soak in 

the hot medicinal thermal baths. 
The route passed through remote 
mountain villages, high alpine passes 
and offered spectacular views of 
the mountains, stunning glacial 
lakes and the surrounding Andes. 

Whilst here in the UK we may come 
across deer when camping in remote 
areas, the team’s first village of 
Canch Cancha had many llamas 
and alpacas passing by their tents! 

Whilst on the trek they endured, 
high winds, hail-stone, snow, rain 
and little glimpse of the sun… but 
we kept going and kept their spirits 
up by encouraging each other, 
being amazed by the vastness of 
the Andes and the thought of a 
delicious meal on return to Cusco!

Both teams had the privilege of 
trekking up to the Inca city of Machu 
Picchu which had laid hidden from 
the world in dense jungle covered 
mountains until 1911 when Hiram 
Bingham ‘discovered’ it. This 
‘Lost City’ is one of the world’s 
archaeological jewels and sits at 
a height of 2430m. We had the 
chance to reach it for sunrise after 
setting off from the entrance gates 
at 5am to climb the steep Inca 
stone steps. We spent the morning 
walking around the incredible ruins. 
The well-preserved ruins of Machu 
Picchu were incredible to see and 
were surrounded by towering green 
mountains overlooking the Vilcanota 

River valley. The impressive mortarless 
stonework that the Incas are famous 
for amazed us all, some of the stones 
were of a vast size and the astonishing 
craftwork of the masonry made them 
fit together like giant jigsaw pieces. It 
is a vision that we will never forget.

PERU EXPEDITION 
2018 REVIEW
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Team 1 and 4 spent four incredibly 
rewarding weeks travelling 

mostly in the Himachal Pradesh 
region of Northern India.  

Both teams trekked for 6 days in 
the Spiti Valley doing the ‘Wolf Trek’ 
taking in the breath taking views of 

the world famous Himalayan mountain 
range, meeting local village people 
along the way. Trekking up to the 
summit of Balangri at an altitude 

of 5000m camping at the highest 
point of 4700m. An exhilarating 

and challenging experience where 
each person supported each other 
through tough times. Wild camping 

in the Himalayas and having the 
privilege of two homestays in two of 
villages along the Wolf Trek, living 

like the locals. An unforgettable and 
cherished experience had by all.

Their projects were at an altitude of 
4400m, spending a week working 
with the ‘Ecosphere Charity’. Both 

teams built greenhouses in different 
communities; Chicham village and 

Langza Village in the Himalayan Spiti 
Valley. The greenhouses that the 
teams built will vastly improve the 

lives of families in the cold and harsh 
Himalayan winters when they are cut 
off from outside civilisation for up to 6 
months of the year. The greenhouses 
will enable vegetable cultivation in the 

harsh climatic conditions, improving 
daily nutrition for the locals but also 
adding additional income to families.  

The greenhouses will also provide solar 
energy to heat water for washing in.

The teams worked with local trades 
people to make 100s of mud bricks for 
the construction of the building, they 

built walls and worked with the locals in 
constructing the inner wooden frames of 
the greenhouses, with the final addition 

of the south facing polythene roof.  
The feeling of achievement for both 
teams was huge and they absolutely 
loved this phase of the expedition.

Travelling over the Rohtang La Pass and 
Kunzum La Pass is a journey that neither 
team will forget. The stunning views of 
the Himalayan mountain range and the 
sheer drops at the sides of the roads 

will be memories ingrained for life.

Both teams finished their expeditions 
at the sacred mausoleum of the Taj 
Mahal on a full moon, to reflect on 

the incredible personal journey and 
achievements reached over their 

month in India. It really was a special 
destination that developed many new 
skills and attitudes within all the pupils.

Team 2 and 3 had a very different 
experience in Southern India.

They trekked through tea plantations in 
the Western Ghats, through a rainforest 
and climbed Southern India’s second 
highest mountain Meesapulimalai, at 
2649m. The climbs were challenging 

but all along the way the teams 
supported and encouraged each other. 

Their project at ‘The Elysiom Slum 
Project’ in Chennai was particularly 

rewarding because they were helping 
children who lived within the slum.   

Working within this environment was 

tough as the children told their stories 
which our pupils found very hard. It 
was a humbling time for the teams 
and the slum children made us all 

‘appreciate our lot’ significantly more.  

Throughout the month the four teams 
bonded, made new friendships, 

got to know each other better and 
learned how to be more tolerant of 
each other. They learned how to be 
effective team leaders and how to 

budget and live comfortably within a 
tight budget. They became confident 
travellers and were considerably less 
dependent on the leadership team 

by the end of our time away. They are 
now ready to embrace new challenges 

and adventures in their lives.

Outlook Expedition 
to India July 2016

Four teams, which comprised of 43 Albyn pupils and 5 staff set off to two very 
different areas of India in July 2016 to undertake a rewarding, challenging, 

humbling and unforgettable four-week expedition.

 “They became confident 
travellers and were 

considerably less dependent 
on the leadership team by 
the end of our time away.  

They are now ready to 
embrace new challenges and 
adventures in their lives.”

Miss Brown
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REMINISCING

ON

A Special 
Royal Visit to 
Albyn School 
In July 2013, we were honoured to welcome the HRH 

Prince Richard the Duke of Gloucester to Albyn School to 

open the Oliver Wing – a new development consisting of 

10 spacious classrooms for Mathematics and English.

Held during the summer holidays, we were pleased to be joined 

by many current parents, Governors, and friends of the School 

who helped us to celebrate this monumental event. Former 

Head Girl Victoria Leng joined by current Head Girl, Rebecca 

Henderson and Deputy Head Girl, Rebecca Hobart were in 

attendance and were leading the last year of all girls. This 

significant step forward and major change to the School’s history 

was also highlighted by the visit of the HRH Duke of Gloucester. 

The HRH Duke of Gloucester unveiled the new building 

by cutting the red ribbon and was led through to the new 

classrooms along with the Lord Provost of the time, George 

Adam and the School Governors. He was very interested 

in the School and enjoyed hearing stories of the School’s 

history from former pupils of different ages. Our guests 

also had the opportunity to walk through a photo gallery 

set up in the school gym consisting of photographs from 

throughout the construction process of the Oliver Wing. 

Following this, a glorious afternoon tea was served in the 

Atrium, now known as the Wood Drama and Lecture Theatre. 

A lovely day was had by all and we would love to 

welcome another member of the Royal Family in the foreseeable future! 
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THE WOOD FOUNDATION ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE CENTRE GRAND OPENINGAlbyn School held a grand opening for our latest building development, ‘The Wood Foundation Engineering Centre’, a project 
generously funded by Sir Ian Wood and The Wood Foundation.The centre, located at the far left corner of the school grounds 
attached to the Science Department, consists of a classroom to teach theory and design and a workshop for practical implementation. The classroom is fitted with top of the range 

computers complete with standard issue CAD software for pupils 
to create designs which can then be made in the workshop using 
specialist machinery. The centre also offers the opportunity for 
pupils to learn and practice topics such as pneumatics, soldering, 
3D printing and investigation of complex electrical and mechanical 
systems. During the event several of our pupils were present to 
demonstrate some of these skills to our guests, who were all 

extremely impressed at both our pupil’s knowledge and enthusiasm for what they were doing.The event also included musical performances, art exhibitions and 
the display of our impressive Formula 24 car which was certainly 
a highlight for many. We also displayed a virtual tour of our newly opened boarding house.We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who attended 
the event and how grateful we are that so many parents, former 

pupils and local businesses gave up their time to come and support 
the School. We hope you enjoyed the evening and look forward to seeing you again soon at future Albyn events.



FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT

Last March, Albyn School celebrated Fairtrade Week.   

Here’s what happened: 

During Fairtrade Week last March, the Albyn Fairtrade group presented 

their annual Assembly to the Upper school and Lower School focusing 

on the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals, which should be 

attained by 2030. 

Pupils spoke about their Fairtrade activities during the session and the 

difference that their fundraising is making to families and communities 

overseas. In the past year, they have sold over 900 bars of fairtrade 

chocolate! They managed to sell 90kg of Kilombero rice and the 

money will be used to fund schooling for a child in Malawi.

On the Friday of Fairtrade Week, Angus Coull of Bala Sport visited the 

School to explain the importance of the Fairtrade Bala sports balls. 

Pupils and staff attended the talk in the Wood Theatre at 1.15pm. Bala 

footballs are available to buy at balasport.co.uk. 

The teachers enjoyed pancakes and Fairtrade preserves at break-time 

on Tuesday of Fairtrade Week. Donations from this activity went to 

the Let it grow campaign. Thanks to Mrs Findlay for the pancakes and 

sourcing such a variety of jams from different parts of the world!

The Upper 1 Engineering Science class designed and made wind 

turbine blades which they mounted onto an electric motor in order 

to generate electricity. Pupils measured the voltage output of each 

groups design. The pupils used resources from Practical Action and it 

is in context of sustainable targets 7 (energy), 11 (sustainable cities and 

communities) and 13 (climate action).

Upper 2 PSE pupils worked on Snack Attack, a Traidcraft project, to 

design a new Fairtrade snack with at least 1 fairtrade ingredient. The 

snack ideas developed were amazing and the packaging designs were 

quite unique!

Some members of the Fairtrade group attended Queens Cross Church 

on Sunday and sold Fairtrade products after the church service. £117 

was raised in sales.

ABZMUN
On the weekend of 15th and 16th September, 
Albyn and Robert Gordon’s College were 
joint hosts of the inaugural ABZMUN Model 
UN Conference.
Over both days a variety of important international issues were debated by 170 delegates from schools across Scotland and further afield. 

ABZMUN was the culmination of months of hard work from chairs and teachers preparing topics, learning how to run a committee, writing briefing papers and much more. Running a Model UN Conference is a huge undertaking, but the chairs of RGC and Albyn rose to the challenge. It was with some trepidation that I had agreed to be Secretary-General of Albyn’s Model UN club, and of the Conference. However, the club worked hard to produce an event we could all be proud of.

Written by Alexander A (U6S)
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Last February, we held 
Health Awareness Week 
here at Albyn School.
The purpose was to give pupils, 
staff and parents the opportunity 
to improve on their physical and 
emotional well-being with a focus on 
forming healthy habits. Over break 
times, lunchtimes, in the mornings 
and after school, a variety of sessions 
were held including yoga lessons, 
prayer space and mindful colouring. 
Our PE department ran several drop 
in sessions in the fitness suite and 
the Biology Club also set up a drop in 
Health Clinic for pupils to attend.

- SPECIAL EVENTS - 

HEALTH
AWARENESS WEEK

FACT : THE 1964 EDITION OF THE 
ALBYN MAGAZINE INCLUDED A 

TYPHOID SUPPLEMENT
WHICH INCLUDED ACCOUNTS 
OF WHAT THE PUPILS GOT UP 

TO WHILST THE SCHOOL WAS 
CLOSED FOR ALMOST A MONTH 

DURING AN OUTBREAK IN ABERDEEN. 

On Thursday, we held An Evening with 
Venerable Sujan Maharjan, a Buddhist 
Monk who did a talk on ‘A Guide to 
Mindfulness’ to pupils, parents and 
staff. We also had Maria, a yoga 
teacher and Albyn Parent visit our 
Lower 3’s and Lower 5’s to teach them 
some yoga moves and meditation.

We were very lucky to get a special 
visit from Gail, Carole and Charlie from 
The Ronnie Watt Karate Academy 
who taught some of our Lower 
School pupils Budo Martial Discipline 
and Breathing in the playground 
over lunchtime on the Wednesday. 
The children loved it and it was an 
excellent introduction into karate for 
our pupils who may be thinking of 
taking it up.

Thank you very much to all our 
teachers and visitors who ran sessions 
throughout the week, helping Albyn 

School to be a healthier and calmer 
environment.
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Saturday 16th June saw the 

annual Albyn School sports 

day, which was held for 

the first time at Aberdeen 

Sports Village. 

There was a wealth of athletic 
talent on display in the L7-U6 
championship. With notable 

performances from Lewis W, Timi 
F, William L and Iona B. There 
was also a very competitive 

competition in both the senior 
boys and girls competition. 

These saw some great 
performances from Grace M in 

the High Jump, Oli N in both the 
javelin and long jump and Tobi F 

in the sprints. 

The Lower School also had a 
fantastic morning, the L1-4 was 

located on the hockey astro and 
all pupils were loving the variety 
of events on offer from the egg 
and spoon race to mini hurdles. 

The L5-7 pupils participated 
on the track and again it was 
great to see such energy and 

enthusiasm from all pupils 
involved in the day. 

A list of winners from the L7-U6 
championship are below: 

Sports Day Champions 2018

U1 Boys
Ben M

U1 Girls
Simi O

U2 Boys
William L

Sports Day
2018

A huge thank you must be 
made to all staff who 
assisted on the day as 

without them the day would 
not be possible. 

Sports Day Champions 2018  
continued...

U2 Girls
Iona B

U3 Boys 
Lewis W

U3 Girls
Sophie F

Senior Boys Champion
Oliver N

Senior Girls Champion
Ella M

Clark Cup U1-U3 Girls’ Track Events
Iona B

McCulloch Trophy U1-U3 Boys’ 
Track Events

Timi F

Young Cup Girls’ Long Jump
Effua I

Hamish Leeson Cup Boys’ 
Long Jump

Oliver N

White Salver Boys’ Javelin 
Oliver N

Sports Clan Shield
Stuart

ASPA Cup Senior Boys High Jump
Tobi F

Thorp Cup Seniors Girls High Jump
Grace M
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TROPHIES AND SHIELDS WERE 

PRESENTED BY MR ANDY 

WARD, WHO RETIRED THIS 

AUGUST AFTER 20 YEARS AT 

ALBYN SCHOOL. WE WISH HIM 

THE BEST IN HIS RETIREMENT, 

ALTHOUGH WE ARE SURE HE 

WILL REMAIN A REGULAR 

VISITOR TO THE 

SCHOOL. 



6TH YEARS 2017 

Last year, we said a sad farewell to our 2017 6th year 
leavers. A particularly creative year, a large number 
of the class of 2017 went on to study the arts, taking 
courses such as Art and Design, Fashion Illustration, 
Musical Theatre and Communication Design. Other 
career paths being followed by this group include 
Geophysics and Meteorology, Actuarial Sciences, 
Archaeology, Forensic & Analytical Chemistry and 

Physics with Astrophysics. 

Whatever they are studying and wherever they are, 
we hope that they are all doing extremely well since 
leaving Albyn School and that they stay in touch with 

the School to let us know how they are getting on.

FAREWELL TO HEAD AND DEPUTY HEAD GIRLS 
AND BOYS OF 2017 - 2018

Farewell to our 2017 - 2018 Heads and Deputy 
Head pupils who have done an excellent job of 

leading the student body through the momentous 
150th year of Albyn School. We wish them all the 
best of luck as they move on to university and we 

hope they come back to visit us soon! 

Head Boy
Euan M - Mathematics 

at University of St Andrews

Head Girl 
Eilidh M - Architecture 

at University of Edinburgh

Deputy Head Boy 
Fin P - Management Science 
at University of St Andrews 

Deputy Head Girl 
Hannah M - Law 

at University of Stirling

farewell!
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6TH YEARS 2018

This year, we say goodbye to the Class of 
2018. We hope that they reflect back on their 
last year of School with particular fondness 

as the School celebrated 150 years. 

Much more of a mixed bag, this year group will be 
going off to study a wide variety of different subjects 

at university, including Aeronautical Engineering, 
Molecular and Cellular Biology, Architecture, 

Software Engineering and Real Estate Surveying. 

We want to thank them for being a brilliant 
6th year and wish them the best of luck as 

they start their university adventure.

INTRODUCING THE NEW HEAD AND DEPUTY HEAD 
GIRLS AND BOYS 2018 - 2019

Congratulations to our new Heads and Deputy Heads 
who commenced their role upon their return to school 

in August. Chosen for their work ethic, achievements-to-
date and numerous other reasons, we are sure that they 

are going to make an excellent team. 
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best of luck!

Head Boy 
Andrew W

Head Girl 
Stephanie W

Deputy Head Boy 
Alexander K

Deputy Head Girl 
Abigail B
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The TOTAL French School was founded 
in 1972-73 after the oil company TOTAL 
contacted the Mission Laïque Française 
to entrust the opening and management 
of a school to meet the needs of its 
employee’s families who had relocated 
from France to Aberdeen.

The TOTAL Oil Marine School, later 
known as the TOTAL French School was 
established in the grounds of Aberdeen 
Grammar School and registered with 

This year, Albyn School was given the 
exceptional opportunity to establish 
a new and very different co-curricular 
activity. The Ministry of Defence 
sponsors cadet forces in around ten 
independent schools in Scotland 
and the chance has arisen for Albyn 
School to set up its own RAF cadet 

Education Scotland. Originally intended 
solely for the employees of TOTAL, 
entry was subsequently broadened to 
families wishing their children to follow 
a curriculum that mirrored the French 
school system.

In August 2018, the French School 
relocated to Albyn School. Families 
can choose either to study Albyn 
School’s existing curriculum leading 
to a mix of National 5, GCSE, Highers 

and A Levels or alternatively to follow 
a hybrid curriculum. Qualified teachers 
employed by MLF and trained in France 
deliver French, History, Geography and 
Mathematics together with citizenship 
through the French language medium 
while other subjects are taught in 
English by Albyn School’s teachers. 

We look forward to working together. 

unit. Setting aside generic skills of 
confidence building, improvements in 
communication, leadership skills and 
increasing recognition of the work of 
the armed forces and their veterans, an 
RAF cadet unit provides skills associate 
with both flying and learning about 
aeronautical engineering. The initial 

curriculum will appeal to those who will 
be in their second and third year in the 
Upper School, with flying opportunities 
after cadets’ basic training. Future RAF 
cadet activities can dovetail with the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme for 
those who are interested in both.

We are delighted to welcome pupils, staff and families of the 
TOTAL French School to Albyn School following a successful 

amalgamation of both schools over summer 2018.

2018 IS A VERY EXCITING YEAR 
FOR ALBYN SCHOOL. VISIT OUR NEWS AND 

SPORTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK TO KEEP UP

 WITH THE LATEST NEWS. 

---

---



Admissions is an extremely important department at Albyn School. Without 
this team, we wouldn’t have a steady stream of pupils entering Albyn and 

without pupils there would be no Albyn School! 
Working all year round (even through the holidays!) this team do their best working very closely together with

the Marketing team to ensure that prospective pupils and parents are firstly attracted to the School,
secondly that they have the best experience as possible when they visit and thirdly the pupils go through

the easiest transition when they join. 

This wonderful team we speak of includes Kate Douglas and Amy Park who are Albyn’s Admissions Officers, and 
Francesca Milne-McKelvie who is Head of Admissions, Marketing and Development. The team has organised four 

successful Open Mornings, two Lower and Upper School Inductions and have continued to run daily tours along with 
the processing of applications over this past year. 

We strive to continually improve and build on the parent/pupil experience throughout the admissions process and 
greatly appreciate any feedback. The team will always be happy to answer your questions so please don’t hesitate to 

get in touch if you would like to find out more or arrange a tour. You can email us on
admissions@albynschool.co.uk or visit the admissions section on our website www.albynschool.co.uk

BURSARY APPLICATIONS

ADMISSIONS
-
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As you may have read in the Albyn Foundation section, we run a Fees Assistance 

Scheme so please read below for more information and how to apply.

To apply for fees assistance, applicants need to complete a fees assistance and 

application for entry form, which can be found on our school website. Pupils will be 

invited for a visit to the School and to spend the day in their current year group. If a place 

if offered based on the entrance test, successful applicants seeking fees assistance will 

be ranked according to need, based on confirmation of the details submitted by parents/

guardians on the fees assistance form.

Applicants will be ranked in order of those according to financial status i.e. the poorest, 

based solely on gross household per capita income (PCI). For example, a household of 2 

parents and 2 children, with gross income of £60,000, the PCI would be £15,000.

The academic and financial scores are then combined to give a final ranking. Fees 

assistance awards are made from the top of the list, downwards, until the available places 

and/or finance is exhausted.

It is unlikely that a PCI of over £15,000 would render a pupil eligible for 100% fees 

assistance. PCI’s of over £15,000 would be considered on a case by case basis and may 

be allocated a percentage of fees assistance.

Individual awards will be reviewed annually. Other than for this reason, fees assistance 

once granted will only be withdrawn if the contractual conditions and obligations 

of the award have been broken.
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Rathbones is one of the 
UK’s leading providers of 
investment management 
services to private clients, 
charities and trusts.
Whether you are saving for your children’s 
education or your own retirement,  
we provide a personalised investment 
management service designed to meet 
your individual requirements.

“An investment 
in knowledge pays 
the best interest”
Benjamin Franklin

For more details please contact 
Meera Dennis on 01224 218 180

Rathbone Investment Management Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.

The value of investments and income arising from them may fall as well as rise and you might get back less than you originally invested.

rathbones.com 

@Rathbones1742

Rathbone Brothers Plc



Albyn School

Albyn School

...until next year!
17-23 Queen’s Road, Aberdeen AB15 4PB

WWW.ALBYNSCHOOL.CO.UK

GOODBYE!


